The pr pnm.u. figuring on 3 continu
of the ssctor, thought the order silly and left mor of his troops
bank while be set up an advanced E:lll on the wese bank in the v
HERMESMUHLE (712367). Consequently, he arid his OP staff were ac
first of his battalion 1o be captured. Thinking over the sinmion in
he began to-sec why he had been ordered inw position on. the west b
Ead overheard the regiments] commander say that he éxpected 12tk gy
the 11th Panzer Division 1o arrive before nooa to supgoet intended oper
c sccond witness wis & prisoser from the 20%th Engineer Batuali

the 11th Panzer. Divi is man was a motorcycle mesenger for his

a7 commande, Uil 0500 soday bis curfic had beca in the ura of ALT
BURG; at that time they were ordered tg move. On the way up, be saic
passed s group of 45 Tiger tanks which had pulled off invo the woods in
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Introduction

If you're looking for a book that describes the grand sweep of armies across
Europe in 1944 and 1945, this isn’t the book for you.*

This is a collection of interesting stories culled from 10,000 pages of U.S. Army
documents created in 1944 and 1945 after D-Day as the Allies raced across France
and Germany. These stories put a human face on the anxiety and the suffering and
(occasionally) the humor that war brings—on both sides.

When [ started this project, I planned on creating a collection of vignettes that
historians and students writing about that “grand sweep of armies” could use to
bring some humanity to their accounts. As I found story after story of heroism,
tragedy or humor that [ had never read anywhere else, [ realized that they had a
broader appeal. In fact, I think many of these stories will fascinate anyone with an
interest in how people behave under the greatest of stresses.

There are 71 chapters in this book. Each stands on its own; you can click on any
chapter and start reading without needing to have read any other chapter.

Every chapter consists of an introduction summarizing a document and offering
some background on its significance. When possible, [ have included the document’s
author’s name in the introduction in the hope that his descendants might discover
“Grandpa’s” (or “Great-Grandpa’s”) work.

The introduction is followed by the actual document. (Tapping the document’s
image will give you a larger version.) Finally, at the end of each chapter is the source
of the report as well as a link to the original document in the online database at the
First Division Museum’s Colonel Robert R. McCormick Research Center in Wheaton,
[llinois. By tapping the link, you can read the items that appear before and after the




chapter’s contents.

Many of these documents were created by the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division,
which landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day; captured the first German city, Aachen,
to be seized by the Allies; was involved in the Battle of the Bulge; and ended up in
Czechoslovakia when the war ended. The stories start soon after D-Day and end
with the chaos of the war’s end, when it seemed that every German citizen and all its
soldiers were racing west to surrender to the Western Allies and not to the Red Army.

The soldiers who wrote these reports never expected they would be read 70
years later; in many cases they were written immediately after a battle or incident
and the writers had no idea what was coming next. As you read the actual reports
in this book, remember that many were written on the fly in a French or German
farmhouse or a tent in a muddy field, perhaps as artillery pounded away nearby.

What is immediately impressive in these reports is the clarity of the writing. The
Army had some excellent writers, and their work is on display here.

This might be the last war whose reports are easily understandable by the
layman. Acronyms and jargon dominate Vietnam-era and later reports. (I confess I
have not read many Korean War documents, so I can’t judge those.) And as electronic
communication becomes more and more prevalent—and easy to delete—less and
less information is being put on paper. Historians writing about our experiences in
Iraq and Afghanistan 70 years from now will probably have a difficult time gathering
primary source material.

In the meantime, [ hope you enjoy this book.
Mike Hanlon
August, 2017

*I'd suggest Rick Atkinson’s spectacular Liberation Trilogy (http://
liberationtrilogy.com) for that.
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CHAPTER 1

Face to Face With Germans

On July 9, 1944, eight German nurses who had been captured by the 1st Infantry
Division near the town of Sept-Vents in Normandy, about 25 miles south of Omaha
Beach, were returned across German lines.

It was a tense transaction. During the handover, American officers—Iled by
24-year-old Capt. Quentin Roosevelt II, grandson of former president Theodore
Roosevelt and son of Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt Jr—engaged in some
verbal sparring with German officers.

From Roosevelt’s report: “.. The German claimed that his armies would throw
the Allies from the [Normandy] beachhead, then finish off the Russians. The
[American] interrogator pointed out that the Wehrmacht would have to hurry as the
Russians were pretty close, to which the Hauptmann replied, ‘They have pushed us

»

back before, and we stopped them and we will stop them again.

7




Note: Three days after this incident, Captain Roosevelt’s father, who at the age of
56 earned the Medal of Honor for leading his troops onto Utah Beach on D-Day a few
weeks earlier, died of a heart attack in Meautis, France.

Read Captain Roosevelt’s full report of the nurses’ return:




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

B T ('I‘ramfer of Nursea)
. ‘.l'he following :Inromtion was prepared by Capt Rooamlt and
- lst Lt Erhardt Dabringhaus from material gathored during contact
between these officers and 2d Lt Kemneth J. Calligan on,the one
hand and German officers. on the other in the v:l.c:l.n:lty of SEPT- -
VNTS“GALVAIDS.. ‘ -

o 1. At 1640 hours, 8 J\ﬂ.y 19hh, infomtion was received from
¥ Corps Hg that eight-German nurses who had been captured at cﬂm—
. .BOURG were to be turned. over to. thi.a Hg. tor return- to uoman =
2. e eight P were to be at BALLEROY at 1500 hmn's, 9
July, where an officer from the G-2 Section would meet them, A '
- German-gpeaking officer was- +to make contact by rddio with the Ger- -
mans between 1300 and 1430 hours making arrangements for a meeting '
' hetweén German and American officers south of CAUMONT at 1530 hom. :
' -'l‘here is no mdeme th.a.t. any raﬁib cantact was ach:lmd. e o

3, ‘e assistant S-2 of the 26th Inf Regt together -rahthe
;rﬂjntemgatorattachadtothe]ﬁthMRegturehlemmm

1 - - s =

Continued on Next Page
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- position of the 2d Bn, 26th Inf, in CAUMONT at 1500 hours.  They N
were then to proceed with a white flag from the "E" Co position,
down through LE BOURG,-to a point near SEPT VENTS. These officers

left on schedule and proceeded down the road to a point about 300
yards from the center of SEPT VENTS, The officer from the 26th .

.Inf had been shouting "Hello" in a loud voice in -order to attract
the enemy's attention. At this spot voices were heard in rear of &
the officers, who perceived on turning, a staff sergeant and two -
men of German army running towards them from a point 100 yards
to the n . The ‘enemy persommel appeared completely flabber- -

gasted and wanted to "get the score®. Our officers explained the
entire plan to them, requesting that officers be procured from the
enemy position to perform the negotiations. The sergeant returned
to his position behind a hedgerow in order to establish contact by
phone m’c.h his commanding officer. After seven minutes he return-
ed, no our officers -that contact had been made and a Capt
and a lst Lt would be on the spot. The sergeant then insisted upon

blindfolding our two officers, explaining it was his duty as a sol-
dier, After ten minutes the American officers heard the German of-
ficers' footsteps coming down the road from SEPT VENTS. The Capt
was heard to shout instructions to rémove the blindfolds immedi-

- ately, which was done. After an interchange of formal salutes and

handshakes the plan was explained to the Hauptmann who had intro-

duced himself as Hauptmann BRANNS. He was told that the nurses
would arrive in about L5 minutes, The German Capt was anxious to
have the transfer effected at a point congiderably closer to our
11nes but 'bhis was denied him and the party rema:!.ned where 4%t was,

L, The officer from t.he 26th Inf then proceeded back to CAU-
T MONT to the Bn Hq, Mearwhile, the officer from the G-2 Section had
received the nurses in BALLEROY ard brought them dowmn to a point a
few miles north of CAUMONT where he then left the convey parked
along the side of the road. He then proceeded to0 the Bn Hg where
he met the aforementioned officer from the 26th Inf.  The latter
- officer was not certain whether or not the. correct point for the
transfer had been reached and since the officer from Div had par=
ticipated in the previous transfer and was familiar with the ground'»
he proceeded on foot to the place where the officer interrogator -
~from the 18th Inf had remained with the German personnel, -Since it -
“turdgd out that the correct place had been reached, the. officer -
‘from the 26th Inf then proceeded back north-of CAUMONT to dispatch.
the ambulances down to the appointed place. They arrived, bearing‘
the eight nurses, in about 3/L of an hour, - The transfer was™ ~ =~
quickly effected after which a list was made of the nurses by name
‘and a:l.gned in the fom of a receipt by ‘Hauptmann BRANNS.

5. In the diséussion between the interrogator and Hauptmam
BRANNS; the latter remarked on the fluency. of the German spoken by -
the American officer and guessed that the forgler had been born in
‘the Rhineland, ' This was correct; and the German officer then re-

- marked "What-a pity it is that Germans are fighting in the American -
Army?" The interrogator declared that the people to whom the Capt
had- reference were not Germans, hut Americans and t.hat. they were

Continued on Next Page
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fighting Nazism.. The Hauptmann replied that not' all those fight- '
‘ing against us were Nazis but that they were fighting for their -
Fatherland, He also stated that this was the final war of surviv-

. al for Cermany, .The interrogator suggested that, "with t.hings as
they are now, it is indeed a war of survival, upon which the German
¢laimed that his armies would thros the Allies from the beachhead,
then finish off the Russians. The interrogator pointed out that
‘the Wermacht would have to hurry as the Russians were pretty close,
to which the Hauptmann replied, "They have pushed us back before,
and we stopped them and we will stop them again.," Hauptmann

" BRANNS then asked whether there were y Jews fighting in the
front line to which the interrogator ied that there were indeed
many., The German officer remarked ‘that he was under the impression
that the soft jobs were_ always "snared off" by the Jews, He then
‘said that they had rid their country of them and that he was aware
that we must have gotten most of them in America. The interrogator
then told of the good treatment of German PWs in America to which
the German Lt replied that many of his men would desert if they did
not have the love of Fatherland and Furher in their heart. The im-
pression received was that this feeling was the only thing between

. the Germans and desertion, The interrogator then asked how the - -
Germans would accomplish all these mighty deeds with such an appar-
. . ent shortage of equipment and material., The Geérman “officer replied

that they would get some soon, The Hauptmann remarked that they '
had heéard that the reprisal weapons, namely the flying bombs, had *

- been extremely successful, and that LONDON was in flames as a :

- result. of their use. :

. 6. Tt. turned out that the Hauptmam came from COBLENZ and the,
- Lt from COLOGNE. The- interrogator asked the latter whether the fa-
mous cathedral had been damaged, and the German replied that it was
in ruins, The German officer then asked why it was that we insisted

: upon destroying their cultural monuments and mmen and children. *

: 7. Vhen. the ambulances arrived and the nurses dismounted two
“of them gave the greet;;ng “"Heil, Hitler® to the Capt which he did
‘not. return, After looking over the first group the German officer
o remarked, "There is not much of interest here", then proceeded rap-
.. idly to the last _ambulance. He was disappoint.ed. here- also, howey——:—
" er, when the murses turned out to be between the ages of L0 and 50.
. The ambulances were mmed:.a’oely dispatched to the rear and the nur-
. ges, aided by the German enlisted men, ‘proceeded with theéir luggage .
~-towards SEPT VENTS. Hauptmann BRANNS, after saluting and giving a
firm handshake, expressed his opinion that he and the interrogator
- ghould change places and that he should be going towards CAUMONT.
The interrogator then pointed out that he would be only too. glad to
take him all the way into CAUMONT, Hauptmann BRAINS then said that
he would -be seei.ng the “interrogator very soon. .

S 8, When the quest:.on came up on the disposition of the ‘white”
o ﬂﬁ# the German pfficer suggested that 3t be used next time and al-
g expressed the hope t.hat t.here would be more intemha.nges in the

e ‘.‘, = B A s /...\a_.‘_

| Contmued on Next Page
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9. Hmptmam ‘BRANNS was: waaring ‘German fa-bime trousers but
apparently had slipped on his best blouse in a hurry for the meet-
ing. He was wearing a field ‘cap, as were all the enlisted men in
the group. The Lt who was with him appeared from his mammer and
dress to be from Bn Hq and was wearing a garrison cap.  Another Lt
who came up while the negotiations were in progress was wearing a
‘raincoat, had his insignia covered, and also appeared to be from
higher Hq,. The S/Sgt had the Iron Cross, Second Class, and ome of
the men had'on his sleeve the braid of the Africa Corps and said
he had served with the 15th Pz Div in Africa. The enlisted men .
-who had come from the German outpost position appeared unshaven
'and weary, while the officers appeared to be in good shape._

.10, From the time i'b took for the Germans to make their nec-
cessary local arra.ngemen’os it would appear that there is an out-. ..
post position at 698582; that there was a telephone from this po-
‘sition to the Co and Bn CP, From instructions given by the Haupt-
mann to one of his men it was clear that the Co CP was in SEPT
VENTS and that t.hey had only one piece of transportation available
to transport the nurses., A messenger was therefore sent back to
the CP with orders to call the doctor and have an ambulance sent . .
down, It was also noted that there appeared to be no mines on ‘the
main road down to the point of transfer and that aithough there
was evidence of military occupation along the adjacent hadgerm, :
that the positions were not actually occupied at the time ,

: 11. The officer from G-2 asked the German Capt if Major Hm—- :
EN, the CO of the 2d Pz Ren Bn contacted similarly last week, was

'8till in the area. BRANNS replied that he had gone. This gives

.some support to the belief that this Bn has moved to the area of

| s’r’ GERMAIN D' ECTAT; where the British recently identified the 3d

Information has’ been received from, British sources to the ef-

fect that a certain Hauptmann "BRANDT'S" was found to be the CO of
the lst Bn, 2d PGR, while the unit was on their front. The same
gource indicated through FW ‘interrogation that the above Bn was

- pulled out recently, in all probability to join the other Bn.
These points; considered together, show strong evidence that the
Hauptmann who conducted the German side of the negotiations was Bn

"~ CO of the lst Bn, 2d PGR, which may have moved into the area of

. SEPT VENTS, on the right of the 24 Bn, 23'PGR. This now 1ocatea ,
both Pz Gren Regt.s of the 24 Pz Div in front of t.he 1st Div, - :

T

© 12. The point came up during cenversat.ion, that deals of this ,
sort have always been allotted to lower echelons by higher Hq. 'l'he
comment of one of the German offieers was, "Is es nicht :I.mr so"

“ (Afn't 1t the truth). B o

13, Followi.ng the comletion of the negotiations, the j.nt.ar—-
_roga.taor, the assistant S-2 of the 26th Inf, and the officer from
G-2 proceeded back to 2d Bn, 26th.Inf CP, =~ -

12




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: “Selected Intelligence Reports, June-November 1944” to the Commanding
General of the 1st Infantry Division by Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans, P. 32.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context

13
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CHAPTER 2

Gems from German Prisoners

You never know what you'll learn from your prisoners. Besides learning

about the Germans’ morale problems, you might also learn how effective your air
campaigns were: both the fighter-bombers over Normandy and the long-range
bomber attacks on German ball-bearing plants. Here are some of the findings from
interrogations of German soldiers on July 30, 1944, near Coutances in France:

“... A staff officer of the 243 Inf Div stated that the entire personnel of the

Div Hg. have become casualties. While moving south to escape the American
advance, they were caught on the road by Allied aircraft. After suffering severe
casualties from strafing, they decided to pull the convoy to the sides of the road.
The shoulders of the road had been mined by retreating German engineers, which
proved most unfortunate for the remaining personnel.”

“... [I]t was found that new German assault guns have only a 30-degree
traverse because of the difficulty in obtaining ball bearings. The earlier assault
guns, stated the prisoner, had a 360-degree traverse.”

“... Numerous prisoners have accused officers of deserting their commands.
The average prisoner claims not to have eaten for 5 days and their personal
appearance substantiates their claim that they have not been able to wash for the
past two weeks.”

Also interesting is a captured German officer’s critique of the U.S. Army’s tactics and
the quality of its soldiers (and their uniforms!).

Read the full report:

14
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N A staff officer of the 243 Inf v stated that the ﬁntlre
personnel of the Div Hq have become casualties,. While moving south
to escape the American aivance, they were cauzht on the road by
" .Alljed aircraft. After suffering severe casualties from strafing, , i
-they decided to pull the convoy to the sides of *he road, The P ‘
 shoulders of the road had been mine! by retreating German engineers
~which proved most unfortunate for the remaining personnel.

3. From the interrogation of a member of the 902 Assault Gun
Bn, which was supporting the 243 Inf div,.it was found that new -
assault guns have only a 30 degree ‘traverse because of the diffi-
culty in obtaining ball bearings., The earlier assault guns, stated -
- the prlsoner, hal a 360 degree traverse.

Y L. It was stated by an officer of the 6th Co, Gth Prcht Regt,.
- thats a new order -from Hitler gives every company commander the ,
right to execite any soldier whe shows evidence of losing faith in

the German cause. Reliability of this statement is questionable,

o 5. American infantry tactics were severely criticized by an
officer of the 38 POR. e claimed to have held in check two Amer- Ll
ican Bns with approximately half a company. He stated that our e
" soldiers do not make prorer use of cover and concealment, that they 1?
-talk too loudly in the front lines thqs\g1v1n away“their positions
~and that they rely too much upon their¥supporting weapons and not
enough upon individual initiative, He further stated that the R
- American 1nfantry uniform does not blend with the terrain and that '“”T””W”—
the Amerlcan,soldlers are ea511y plcked out from tneir surroundlnvs. R

_ 6. A prisoner. from 37 P’OR, SS v "Goetz von perhchmgen"
" stated that many German offlcers who hal been cancht in our trap
- had donned civilian clothes, obtained French identitv cards from
‘the nearest mayor's offlce, and had passei through our lines, This =
_ruse had been previcusly usei by officers trappe1 at CHERBOURG. i]-
The prisoner was hlmself in posae851on of a French 1ient1ty card.‘ o

__], Plans for the estébllshment of a new maln lmne of

. e

Continued on Next Page

15




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Continued from Previous Page

resistance were obtained from a priscner of tde 13th Prcht Regt.,
This line was to be anchored on the west by the pillboxes along the
north shore of the Brest Peninsula and was to exteni to the east
south of Avranches, He stated that the 9 55 Div Hohenstauffen was
expected any day to support the new derense line. This statement
was substantiated by several other prisoners who mentioned 9 SS
iDiv Hohenstauffen when questioned about possible reinforcements,

s prisoner belonged to an "Alarm Company". This company had the
task of plugging the line at any point of obvious weakness and was
assigned the mission of rear guard for the withdrawal of his Regt.
The Co is not an organic part of the Regt, but was formed as a
matter of necessity. In view of the fact that the prisoner stated.
that his Regt suffered 80% casualties during the withdrawal, the
value of such a Co is considered auestionable.

8. A prisoner from the AA Bn of the 24 SS Div "Das Reich"
stated that the ammunition dump which supplied this sector is lo-
cated at Le Mans, This dump supplied ammmition of all calibers.
For the last two weeks no 20mm ammunition was available, and the.
issue of 88mm ammunition was limited to 10 rounds per gun per day. .
Of these ten rounds, 5 were AP and § were HE. He further stated
he ammunition trucks travel only durlng ‘the hours of darkness})

9. It was stated by a prisoner of the 17 85 Rcn Bn that the
Ren and Engr Bns had been combined, and that of: this combined
group, . approximately 350 men, minus all vehicles and.heavy weapons,
have eécaped the encirclement. : i :

. 10. In general, the prisoners captured during this operation
eflect the complete disorganization of the enemy units facing us‘
t the time of the break-through, The units which have suffered
most heavily are the 353, 2h3, 275, 77, 91 Inf Divs,. the 5 Prcht
Div, 17 SS Div "Goetz von Berlichingen, and 2d SS Div "Das Reich"
Numerous prisoners have accused officers of deserting their com-
ands, The average prisoner ¢laims not to have eaten for 5 days
and their personal appearance substantiates their claim that they
have not been able to wash for the paat two weeks. _ -
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: “Selected Intelligence Reports, June-November 1944” to the Commanding
General of the 1st Infantry Division by Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans, PP. 37-38.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 3

Playing Catch with 500 Ib. Bombs

A report on August 8, 1944, gave this account of American fighter-bombers
over France:

“A Thunderbolt pilot, bombing a railway recently, found on releasing his
two 500 Ib. bombs that the one under his right wing did not fall clear, and he tried
unsuccessfully to shake it loose. Another pilot in the formation then edged his left
wing close under the first Thunderbolt and dislodged the bomb, but it landed on his
own wing and started to roll inboard. He dropped his wing and the bomb halted,
rolled slowly back, and fell clear”

Read the report:
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e A ’i‘htmc‘ler’ool ‘pilot, 'bcxnb:.ng Failiay recently, Pound on releesing
h:n.s two 500 1b bambs that the one undor his right wing did not £all clear, and -
‘he tried unsuc,cesofully to sheko it loose.  Another pilot in the formation -
then edged. his loft wing close under the first Thunderbdlt and dislodged the .
't;,cmb, but it landed on his own wing and started to roll inboard. He dronped ’

}h:.s m.ng and the 'bcm‘o hal'bed, rollca slowly 'nack, :md foll clear. N
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From “7th Armored Division Intelligence Summary No. 59,” 8 Aug 44. P. 723.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 4

A German Soldier Sees His Fate

In August 1943, in an abandoned gun position near Troina, Sicily, American
soldiers found an unfinished letter written by a German soldier to his family. More
than 18 months before the war ended, it was clear to this soldier that he was on the
losing side.

“.. Such a terrific [artillery] barrage started that even an infantry sergeant
while being pinned to the ground said that he never had experienced anything like it
in France, Poland, or Russia,” wrote the soldier.

“For the moment it is still quiet here, but for how long? Then the whole
thing will start over again. And what will come next? Today, we also found out that
Mussolini had retired, this means that this is the end of Fascism, too. Won't Italy
switch around now? Whatever will become of us is debatable. It can hardly be
supposed that this thing will turn out for the good. ..

Read the full letter:

21




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

+ APFENDIX A 70" INPELLT
.- - TRANSLATION OF GERMAN LETTER CAPTURED BY 1ST U,S. INF, DIV,
- IN ABANDONED GUN FOSITIOiNi VIG TROINA 7TH AUGUS’-I‘- 943

R 23"Ju1,y'i9h3"
| Dear Mll: o

‘When I am ending you a report today ‘chout these last fow days, I @ only
doing it to describe our battle to you, not to worry you <indeed, but you vill
find out vhat ve had to put up vith dotmrhere in Sicily, in case I shouldn't

‘come hone anymore.

: ‘The day the enemy landed our fight started. We pushed forvard that very -

. day toward the enemy. Tvo days later, the imericans and English had gained :
so much ground and had landed so many troops, that one could not think at all
about a battle with equal forces. On the 1lhth; ve missed being captured by

.~ the enémy by one hour. The foeling MHill ie be successful or not?" is a matter

- all its ovm. They were successful and we occupied a new position which the
enemy just sprayed with artillery and vhich cost us the first two victims,

From this position we retreated too—towiard the flank, again we occupied neir :

. positions, vhich nearly scaled our fate., I am with a vehiede ncar the comman-‘ . 77
dor as ‘a trouble shooter. TUihenever the ldno is damaged by arty fire, the
‘order is: get out and repair. We are fighting in the central scctor -and arc
opposing crack Canadian and imerican troops. Such an order came at .9 Fl'en
July 20th, Right after we had left our position, such a terYific barrage.

. started that even an infantry sergeant vhile being pinned to thc ground said
that he ncver had experienced anything like it ip France, Poland, or Russias.
There tvere many dead, and mysclf and tvo more comrades were right in the midst

~ of it, It is impossible to describe it. One grasps the earth with his hands,

- presses his face to the ground and waits for...the direct hit or fragments,;
which 1All take one's young lifceec.s ‘ A '

. Onc is thinking of cverything then--home, several beautiful ‘hours, -parcnts,
and one asks himsclf: uherc is the Justite vhich is supposcd to exist? Adth- -
out scruple, hit after hit comes five notres in front -~ 10 behind,: sideways = :

~.-all over, \hy not onc just there vhere one lays? aftcrvard I vas laying mext - - %
. to a conctery wall. I practically stuck to it and fragments bounced against =
the sall, Yos, and the girls back home have no idea vhat has to be suffered -
here, They go on vacations, to Cafes, movies, and have fun, At L ofclock in
the morning e roturncd vith Phealthy bonesY. Then such things are not even
_ mentioned, aside from ™it wesn't too bad after all®. In the vicinity, onc =
could hcar MG-and rifle fire. We went to slecp anyusy, although our comnander
: ' had already ridden ‘avay. aftor half an hour a sudden awakening and an-order -
bR g TEAdY, - lie have to leave.at once-~the cnenmy is in the irmediate vicinity, . - -
- "I too got thc car and my courades ready to take off when the chof called, My ~
: car was to remain as the only one until further orders. I though this was _ ]
~ . going to knock me downi. i1l lines had to_be ‘¢isconnccted vhile o1l around — = |
- %he bullets were still vhizzing, lic were 10 nen, A large personnel carrier e
" .and a snall one, Then I got the order to takeoff. On the dirt-road slovly. .- ... ~
and on the nain road at vhatever specd the car could nake. Even on the junc~ .~ .
tion a car wms lying turned.over on the road. . Passing vas inpossible. ucking it
* quickly, I rode up the hill, which secied impossible, but e nade it., e S

Continued on Next Page
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“hove nothmg but 90 chree curves herc. fhis vy I rorle around onc curve.
- Therc-it happencd. as soon ps the front of my vehicle reached the straight line
after the curve, rat-a-tat-tat,. and nachine guns strafzd firing as well as .
- rifles, shot for shot. Therc vas no vay of gebting through enyriore, -1 yanked
“the hand brake and the car skidded across the.stroct and I voundup in a swan
dive beside it, nyself as well as uy comrade, . jround ne bullets were 1and1ng
Just as if one were enptying a sack of pcas. I felt as 1T God had made a tall e
-, in‘front of me. I thought of you.novy--you' +ill ncver got home anyrore., . That's :
what continuously went through my head. Ve remained there for about five. fan e
‘minutes vhen they began® to toke us under fire from a hill just beaut.:.mlly. :
And I only had to travel a short distance more vhich vms under this fire, w:.th- )
- oub the car it would have becir a cinch to eravil. on all fours into the ditch, =
" - But I wanted to get the car through. Llying on the road, T was able to get the ~ * -
- ear started with ny hands, and vhen the notor was rumning, I winked to my codrad @
and yAith tne junp we werc in the car. Jnd under fire, we went around the curve
and wore saved. Vhite as chalk wg looked at cach other, We had lived- through - -
this night...ﬂay God alirys be with me you and I ore asking for 4t, A short
distance awy fricnds were waiting for us.- They Had observed everything through_'
field glasscs, - We-sheok hands and brushed the dust off of our clothes. Vhen
' we nade the report that ‘the other car could hardly be expected to cone through, -
- a 22 year old Lieut Junpcd on us by saying that ho had bxpected more of us and .
~ ‘that we should be sghanod to say 'such things, cte. I had to hold myself back in
-'ordcr not to junp at his throat, He didnft knovr anything about all that was go-
i#ig on sincc he had lcft an hour carlicr. The oth:.,r cor*.rncbs uotu..l]y canc by .
_‘fc:ot. Thc drlver renained mth thc car. S il —— =

1

B ’L‘hc l:l.ttle toun mhlch by nowr had bocn occup:.cd by the cnmy uas f:t.nlshcd
- by our artillery. In responsc thé’ cnaiy a.rt:.llcry then flI‘cd on our_pos:.tn.ons
- which”cost us scveral wounded, and ceuséd us to change our’ pos:.t:.on. ifty\ X
Kiloncters back and one day's rest....rest neans-here - only acrial attacks «
» =X -have-to-renark herc that as long as I have been fighting dowm herc I hiven't -
- seen-but two Gernan airplancs dab thc begiming of the fight. The noxt day = .
- broubh't. us-back into the new position. Alvays repained close to the enciy. -
- Herc in'this niscrable hell, cney aerial recommaisance discovered use This. .0 -
- ‘brought artillery barcges ond abandoning had to be nede in the cvening, Ve T
travel gencrally only at night without lights, pitch dark and never-a'nain roads - '
.You can very well inaginc vhat attention this requircs and glvmys chasud by fircs
" At noon of this day I received the orders to look for our notorcycle runner vho
was nissing up front. Ve scarehed for hin until dark but vithout success. . h’hen
- I réturned and wanted to got sene slecp after two days, but cvoryonc had noved - :
. out into a new position, Again traveling through night., Ve had o Corporal e
- - with-us who had the route of narch but directed us wrongly to our goal. "4 " -
., hundred tibes we had to loy on our froccs. because of cncuy airpldncs. 4t every
= - aivplatic ottack stop ond run into the ditch, - /ind airplanes arc-always’ around,
.. Unfortunately only incrican-and British oncs. le rode through tovn -and had to
“stop 500 moters beyond, since wo did not know yhother this road was gtill in ¢
‘Gernan hands. Here me exporicnced ‘a bonbing attack by vhich one “actunlly couldd -
hear thc town cry. and tunble.  Every vechicle qn the road was shot at by nortars, : .
. Nothing helpeds Ve had to #ot through at thc beginning of night ;‘_gl;l,. horedd o
o= orieh 7as under constint ‘enany obscrvation. “VAth the greatest of fear we had -
- to gc‘l‘. through. Every bullet does not hit - it succccdeds - They had posted us -
__as nissing already in cur battery- and the Licut-hinsclf had.gone. out locking for ey
" Us, This w08 swell - o werc back again, and also our riotorcycle runncr had _
= »f’f’frctumcdﬁmr:infantr,; had ropulscd two_hcovy attacks so that our light tmck, N
i which was all shot up, could be towed, Ticanivhile the. encily was in all these:
~ positions, . On onc trip an-accident occured to ne. English planes were ovcrhcud
and I looked up for only a aoncnt: g I nont into @ boib,crater, ly assistant
driver was throwm out of the car and Fendinéd 1ying on. 'bho road. . I’ at once - . :
%, “ brought hin to. & hospital.. ;fber hc. wias banda.gcd I was able to take” h:.n along. .0

— - —

| SIS

Contmued on Next Page
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In,]ures on head and face. He is with the @i This fe’ow is Corporzil and very
- close to me since he went t.hrough MR theSe hard hours with me. He' vr.i.ll soon be

- ‘:ncn Pl d:rcct wployncut. I cowldr't su‘md the 1ifcfin a Sumccs of- buppl:.cs
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1

vith us again,. . , . ;

Ve are always ‘pclng chaseda Ue actually don‘t knovr vhat datc or day it is.

. I must say; I started this letter on 4 Sunday; bub I didn't know iti This
‘Sunday brought us into & new position! Again tHe enemy “aptilléery=govered uss -

At night we vere under cover, rcady for action.. You have no idea how it fcels
to have shells whizz over your head = Ssst-boon-Ssst-boori = cverlasting--all

night lopg...Yes, inmaginc the 5lecpess At 5 o'clock in the morning out trouble

shootings The linc was shot through in 7 places. In my car I' passed by a .
first daid station 200 meters from the road -~ a sheoll had cxploded therc., Mony

. wounded who were therc srere tord to picces. A horrible sight. I couldn't eat
at all that morhing. In our pésition we werc. 8gain £irél upen 21l doy long.

Al-.mys up and dowm and up and dowm - onc runs - then: flops doun - under the car,

- this is artillery firc...Suddenly ot 1900 hours a terrific barrage camc at us

which nade us belicve that an attack was in progress. Ve had to got outs - My
vehicle again had the trouble for cnc hour to dismount comrinicgtion lincs.,
\ihen the others departed there was a brief wishing of luck and grectings. T'no
ninutes lator we departed. Ly God, onc actually travels for his life. At -
'such a monent onc sinply een not “give a dam', Scveral tines we had to stop,
junp out, and take cover. Vhat a noisc, vhistling,-ctc., but luck nust be:

with us, The shots went eithor one acter past or onc neter in front. At tuo

- 0'¢lock at night we were safe, Unfortuna wely I had a torrific boil on ry ri ht '
‘knce, This nmorning I had it lanced but it gocs vithout saying that :Lt broug
;tcars to ny CYyCSe i : :

-Again we, havo Qccupz.cd new pos1t10n.;. For tho naient it is sb:.ll quict

'hcrc, ‘but for how long?  Then, the vhole thing will start ovor agaiie  And
‘what will conc. ncxt? Today, we also found out that lLmssolini had rotircd, th:.s i
‘means that this is the ond of Facisn, to0,. - ¥on't Itgly switch around nowg-—-——— =

Yhateover vill becone of us is debatable, It can hardly be supposcd that th:x.s

. ‘thing vill turn out for the goods I shall report continuously and the next

tire Bhat nail gocs out, I shall post this Ictter teo, Incidently, Hans Maicr™ e
and all the othor of our acguaintances arc all with the Sorvices. of Supplics,

© 30 to L0 kilomctors behind the front. Certeinly ncthing will happen to then.

Ly conrade Hucbner is in Germany by nev, and has probably visited you. He

“probably told you 2 suall part of vhat is going on,  He has he'd dann good lugKe - --—
Do you know rceently, we were awakened at threc Add. after a hard day? dail-

had arrived. Thon I reccived your two lettors of the 7th and the 1lth of July
‘as wéll as a ncwspapcr and two picturc postol-cards from Schala fronm his -
vacation in Allgac,u. NFron a wouu.,rful rost ‘mnd furlough days, the: heortiest .

- groctings"s Do you kmow vhat one fecls like thon? “Hourly,. onc fights for his

life and then onc reads on.'a postul_-card whiother | I oy in acb:.cn right nowy I-

‘rcan't glVO hin an ansyrer to thut.

Evcmtually, after the- war, if I s»:l.ll lmvc. :Jll of Lly bongs, I onJ;V 1:1‘1‘&0
to you, that is sufficicnt. In case that anything gocs wrows, you can fiotify

Ay def.r ﬂcquwltmlccs. Fron our hcadauorters bq.t.t.u vs there cre only abdut 20 .

i

TR, ,_ 28 July 191;3

Ie*stcrdq it ;ms rcm.rkably qu:Lo ‘in oir new pos:.tlon. Ina d:.?imncc one

: could ‘hear occasienal artillery. hts r reitts. 4 trencndous ancunt of ‘plancs.
“was overhcad but: duparted, I‘luk constantly being fired; yet, I havc never
. $een that a planc was shet Qovmy Our WIuPtyaffe! scens to be ciployed in dif:
_fcrcnt plhcc.s, ‘beconsc I h..vcn't SColl a Gcnmn .:u.rplanc yc,t. Tomght was a

Contmued on Next Page
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.
terrli'lo ligh'bmnﬂ all over the 8ky and the cor:rades, who are ¢ further up front,
¢ musk have been sufforing terrifiqallys; I can hardly stond Fistening o this -
. noise any more and the lighining and vindzzing pulls terrifically on one's nerves, -
* . Sleaping after such storns is alricst ifpossible. .One just slunbers a little at .
.--[;imes and inmagines the mposs:.ble. - Yos, if 1 only had a roof over uy head
adny. then IT11 thiank God, since thistll only be the'.case back in GermonY.ee
i -mays ‘sleeping on the ground and every night somevhere, sore place else. One . .
~ "has to go-through this in order to pnderstand, - I cx.rtalnly have g,ot‘bcn to thah '
_-The sane goe.s for "enploynent" _

3

. - The last two days passed by excegbicnauy quiet. Lost night we moved out

- -mt.hout having becn shot abt before. Even on the vy did we not encounter the

" So=called Mmagic fire!, this was rare, Incidentally, "npgic fire" (Feucrszauber) -
is the nicknape for the nad. artillery barrages which the cnemy shoots over to:
“BBasedt midnight we arrived -at our aew pOSl’L:!.oA. Vhile sleeping on the ground, !

 spproxinately 20 ki back and on a hill, it folt as if ome wms slecping ina -~
basenent with someone in the upper flécr pounding o stick against the wa.u. So, i
'evon there t.he ‘m‘.gic f:Lre" cmght up 1rith us.... L

The food is s:'l:rmly excellent. Aside from the food we rcce:.vc evexv tinegy
candy, & a cake of chocolete and a box of cigarettes (Attikah), vhich riost of
the tine are not sufficient though. You have no idea how rmch one shokes during
an attack in a foxtiole, just to distract one!s thoughts, As to nyself I have
to report that I have rmch trouble with ny ears. The artillery fire, the dust -

" fron the roads vhile travelling deprive ne nore and ucre of Ly hearing. I really'
hear ‘very badly novy, I can notlco it nysclf. This gives anc a very. unsecure
feeling and one does not ab all fecl Wwell with it. . Since I was in the hospital

- last I have not had any pus. To be hard of hcoring is always a conplaint,  But,
ceverything will be ouiey oven that will be well again. The sensc of hu.a.ring one
can never régain though. As much as I need iteto Ceu 2long in life vith, I
.shall always rebain it though. Onc of course will be foreed to live all.by
hinsclf then. h"nat. do you think the diagnosis m.ll be :L.f I 0 to a doctor?... B

. o~
“ Tvo of cur nen have rena.:\,.ncd too 10113 wnder cover dnr:mrf an art:.llury
,barruge, ncam:‘:u_c the unit had noved out, They only r\.joincd us the next day
-~ They were threataned, to be court-nartialled. These fellows are not entirely
- yithout faulty but such a. threat is too rmeh and very depressing. In thig
- respect one falls very casily into "a bad light", Everything is at onco cOlm
s’ca'uecl as being "prcvmtion“ of the soldicr for daty" cte.y, and scvere: plniah-ﬁ
nmt is being givc.n for that, One actually nust. cm} his beau under h;t.s o
' order to get a.n understmcb.ng ’

o ' 1 m.lgust 19&3 .

e A The last - deqrs breught alxmys the sane.. ;.rt:.llery fire on. a mving
' band“ After a vihile one heconcs an "old wa,rr:.or" and then saie day- worytlung
A1l go ironge. I wished. I could tcll you, 1y heloved enes, -only for a-few hours
“vhat ve 1l expericnce, so that-you ¥now latdr. on- “vhat iic had $o_go through in
—.—bhis canpaign. . Our J.nfantry doos even Morc, . Réspoct for- thc,sc boys and hat's
- off, Yestcrd._y again we lost a very good. comrqdc and had to bury hin.. Today is
Sunday and everything is against us. T’ﬂe urt.:.llcry fires  on our road .f.‘or Te— .
“$reat likc nad with heaviest calibetr guns. Possing ig inpossibles Right in
front of us the. "Torsgy". is attacking and it won't last long and we arc encir-
cled, The picturc in front of us is a sad onc.,.Burned up i‘iclds, burning
swmods and detonation aftor detonation—into—the tomm A front of us,_ “through
N vmich our. only‘ wa‘{ baclc lcads. I onl_,r hope t.ha.t tock‘,"y’ m.ll p ss 1rell _So i‘ar

i
’ 3

oA i

Continued on Next Page
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; J’ : : o ‘\ 5 A &
E. Go& has always been A ne and T c,ntruSU r.;ysc.li' to Hi.‘u.ho will lead ne
+i through the greatest of fircs, v

I shall waritc to you ond ty brothers and sisters wiwn it becones somcrdmt
nore quictyeesss/

TRANSLATION BY:

Siegrund Spicgel, T/L
G2 S..,ctlun, 1st US LL Div,
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From: Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division, Intelligence Notes No. 8, Appendix A,
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Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
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CHAPTER 5

A Bluff Brings a Victory

On September 3, 1944, a few hundred men from the U.S. 2nd Battalion, 16th
Infantry marched into a forest outside Mons, Belgium. They had been told the woods
were free of Germans.

“What was not known was that thousands more Germans were constantly
filtering into the woods,” an intelligence report stated. “The battalion, however, had
not penetrated more than a few hundred yards into the woods before it was engaged
in a stiff fire fight. In the half-dark, and at quarters so close that nothing but small-
arms fire could be used, the battalion fought Germans coming from every direction in
disorganized groups.”

At 4 a.m. a German captain suggested that the two sides stop fighting so that he
could evacuate his wounded. The vastly outnumbered Americans agreed—with one
condition: German forces had to surrender. By noon, the few hundred Americans,
who were almost out of ammunition, had 2,400 German prisoners; they ended up
with 3,256. Total American casualties: 1 man shot in the leg and two minor injuries.

Read the full story:
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.. 9. The greatest q:.ngle bag of prisoncrs in this operation was = -
taken by the second battalion, -16th Infantry., As the battalion, at
.~ the time consisting of only two rifle companies and a heavy weapons . .
. - company (the third rifle compapy had been sent north to the battal- o
. ion objective in the vicinity of 1ONS) appyoached the BCIS DE .

- LANTARE, west of the klAUBEIIGh—MONS road, they were told that t.he .

»f,;,woo is had been cleaned out. , It. vas. true t.hat. hundreds oz pr:.soners

Continued on Next Page
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had baen ta.ken there by the third ba.tts.'l.ion, 26'bh Infantry, but
- what was not known was that thousands of more Germans were con-.
‘stantly filtermg into the woods from the shattenng disaster in-:
flicted by the air corps on’ the BAVAI-BINCHE road, The second .
battalion, 16th Infa.ntry', was ordered to contimie through the
‘woods, cut east and join up with the rest of the regiment on the
main MONS road. The battalion, however, had not penetrated more o
" than a few hundred yards into the woods before it was engaged ina - -
‘stiff fire fight. In the half-dark, and at gquarters so close that
nothing but small-arms fire could be used, the Battalion fought
Germans coming from every direction in fi:.sorganlzed groups, Mor- ..
tarmen from the L,2 chemical platoon went into action as riflemen; - ..
the battalion expended its full basic load of L5 caliber ammuni-
tion. Fvery man in the battalion was committed: the firsi pris-
oners, 16 of them, were taken by four cooks. The fight continued. . .-
‘all night long. At OLOO hours a German captain came to. the battal- . .
ion command post with a request for an armistice to evacuate his -
wounded, The request was turned downj the battalion would only ase- -
'sist in the evacuation of the enemy wounded if the German forces in
-the woods surrendered unconditionally.  The German captain, who
~ spoke English and had no idea he was faced by no more than three —
' companies, eventually agreed ‘and. terms were drawn up: - starting: at.
0630 hours the Germans in the forest would surrender in groups of
‘fifty at fifteen-minute intervals, They were to march into the =
battalion area in columns of two with an officer with each. Froup. 2 e o
At 0630 hours precisely the first group appeared The processing g
: ,was simple: shoulder weapons were thrown in a pile to the rlght :
and side-arms in a pile to:the left. By noon, close to 2400 prls-— -
oners had come in, Ambulances and aid men were sent after more .. -
than 700 wounded Germans scattered through the woods, The: st.raln o
on medical facilities was so great that German aid men were de~ " =77
tailed to help out, and the battalion kitchen trucks werg unloa.ded‘
~and turned into impromptu ambulénces. The prisoner of war cageg, an-
open field surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by one platoom, . .-
. got so crowded that 1200 prisoners were sent to the big Third Arm- - ..
ored- Division cage at MAUBEUGE, They were taken in by two rifle-
men who led the column and a llght tank which rode herd on the N
rear. The battalion stayed in the woods for 72 hours, taking pris-
‘oners and evacua._ting enemy wounded to the rear, . The total for the
" period was 325 prisonersj casualties to the second battalion w e
“one man shot in the leg and two men wounded so elightly they e
not even évacuated. On 6 September the battalion cut back to t.he T E
'MAUBEUGE-MONS road and took over the mission of keen:mg ‘the roa.d
clear for the first battalion, 26th Infantry. .

10, On L September the third battalion, 16th Infantry, pushed
on dlrectly north to a point past MONS; the French Forces of the
" Interior and the Belgian Forces of the Interior were still repor‘t—
ing.the location of more dazed German units,. and hundreds of pris-

" oners were still being taken. The first battallon, 16th Infantry, -
 continued its-sweep around GIVRY to a point east of MONS, The .
. second bat.ta.lion rema:.ned in ‘the vic:.n:l.ty of the BOIS DE IANI:'.RE.

Contmued on Next Page

31




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Continued from Previous Page

' had been taken there by the third.battalion, 26th Infantry, hut
. what was not known was that thousands of more Germans were con-gr*
" stantly filter1ng into the woods from the shattering disaster in--
- flicted by the air corps on the BAVAI-BINCHE road, The second .
- battalion, 16th Infantry, was ordered to continve through the .
_1woods, cut east and join up with the rest of the regiment on the
main MONS road. The battalion, however, had not penetrated more :
than a few hundred yards into the woods before it was engaged ina' - -
‘stiff fire fight. In the half-dark, and at quarters so close that -
nothing but small-arms fire could be used, the battallon fought WA
Germans coming from every direction in dlsorganlzed groups, Mor- = .
tarmen from the 4.2 chemical platoon went into action as riflemen; - .
- the battalion expended its full basic load of b5 caliber ammuni- =
tion. Every man in the battalion was committed: +the first pris- =~
oners, 16 of them, were taken by four cooks. The fight continued .
'all night long, At OLOO hours a German captain came to the battal-_ﬁ
jon command post with a request for an armistice to evacuate his = .
wounded, The request was turned down; the battalion would only as- . -
‘sist in the evacuation of the enemy wounded if the fGerman forces in . =
- -the woods surrendered unconditionally. The German captain, who :
-'spoke ‘English and had no idea he was faced by no more than three -
companies, eventually agreed ‘and. terms were drawn up: starting: atl
0630 hours the Germans in the forest would surrender in groups of
fifty at fifteen-minute intervals, They were to march into the
battalion area in columns of two with an officer with each. ?roup.'
At 0630 hours precisely the first group appeared The processing
. ,was simple: shoulder weapons were thrown in a pile to the rlght :
and side-arms in a pile to the left, By noon, close to 2400 pr:.s- !
" oners had come in, Ambulances and aid men were sent after more
" than 700 wounded Germans scattered through the woods, The: straln
 on medical facilities was so great that German aid men were o= .
_ tailed to help out, and the battalion kitchen trucks werg unloaded
“‘and turned into 1mpromptu ambulances. The prisoner of war cageg, an
- open field surrounied by barbed wire and guarded by one platoon, . -
- got so crowded that 1200 prisoners were sent to the big Third Arm- i
ored- Division cage at MAUBEUGE, They were taken in by two rifle- '~
men who led the column and a 1lght tank which rode herd on the .
‘rear. The battalion stayed in the woods for 72. hours, taking pris- :
‘oners and evacua@ing enemy wounded to the rear, —The total for the '
- period was 3256 prisoners; casualties to the second battalion w
- one man shot in the leg and two men wounded so elightly they g i
not even évacuated., On 6 September the battalion cut back to the i
- MAUBEUGE=-MONS road and took over the mission of keenlng ‘the road
- clear for the first battalion, 26th Infantry. . :
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CHAPTER 6

A Belgian Village Has Mixed Allegiances

In early September 1944, vehicles carrying clerks, cooks and drivers
belonging to the 26th Infantry Regiment’s field train approached a road intersection
at the Belgian village of Sars la Bruyere to cries of “Vive 'Amerique!” [“Long live
America!”] from the residents.

Suddenly the Americans heard cries of “Vive I'Allemagne!” [“Long live
Germany!”] on the road approaching the intersection from the west. A German
supply and medical column was approaching. The two sides fought in the village, and
the clerks, cooks, and drivers took 145 German prisoners of war before moving back
to a more fortified position.

Read the report:
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: ‘6, Far beh:n_na, the 26th field train had 1eft its bivouac a.rea
‘at AVSSNES and was heading north, In the village of SARS LA
BRUYERE the lead vehicles were approaching a road :r.ntersectfqn 0

: accompanvlng cries of "Vive 1'Amerigue!" from the local Belgians,
v{hen cries of "Vive 1'Allemagne'" weré heard in the road approch- o

~ing the intersection from the west., A German supply and medical i
~cnlumn was pulling out from the west and the points of both wnits ~ . - =

- xvet at the road. crossm&,. The German medics were armed and dis- "~

pdseri to fight, and in the resultant skirmish the clerks y cooks,’

~ and drivers of the 26th Infantry field train took 1LS prisomers .

. .ofiwar, -Nore. of the-enemy kept piling into the fight, however, - -

‘80 ‘the trucks of the train were turned around.and proceeded back .
4o the bivouac area of the 33d Field Artillery and the 103d Anti- | -
“alreraft Artillery battalions. Soon after their arrival there, the | =
 area was attacked by another strong force of the enemy. This ate -
-Yack was beaten off when the multiple .50 caliber machine guns of = |
the anti-aireraft battalion were depressed and laid d:.rect'ly on the -
enemy., More than 900 prisoners were taken, Later it was learned
-, that the epemy column which had taken part in the assault on the
"~ 33d Field Artillery battalion had moved up the same road that the | -
main body of the 26th Infantry had taken in its push north and with

. .a time lapse of only a few hours. - The next day two reinforced
~ platoons from the second battalion of the 26th Infantry were sent = |
back to stabilize the situation; the area, when flnally cleared of |
isolated enemy pockets, netted another 250 enemy troops kllled, e e
wounded, or taken prisoner, The evacuation of the prisoners back S
~ to MAUBEUGE was itself a delicate operation since uncaptured groups |

- of Germans were ranging around the cage area., The prisoners were
. driven back to MAUBEUGE, fifty at a time, in a captured German .|~
© . truck, Just as the eight guards climbed aboard the last truck to o
- leave, a group of German infantry, with more cohesion than most, -
" launched an attack on the cage itself. The truck, with the guards
~firing over the sides and tail board, barely managed tc clear the |
- area before the enenv closed in on the cage. G S
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CHAPTER 7

Oops, Wrong Army

In the first days of September 1944, a German armored vehicle accidentally
joined an American convoy in Belgium and paid for its mistake.

From the report: “...[U]nits in the high-speed chase after the retreating German
army were using any transportation they could lay their hands on, including a
considerable number of captured enemy [German] vehicles. These had been hastily
repainted with a white star. ... [A German] half-track loaded with soldiers darted out

of a side street and squeezed its way into the column between two of the captured
vehicles.”

To learn what happened next, read the report:
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L. Meanwhile the second and thlrd batt.al::.ons of the 26th = ¢
-Infantry were moving morth to meet an enemy situation that by now = -
~was almost fantastic. Both units in the high-speed chase after the -
" retreating German army were using any transportation they could 1ay
their hands on, including a considerable number of ﬁiﬁd enemy

vehicles. These had been hastily repainted with a thile star., As
" the second battalion pushed northwards out of one towm a
~ half-track, loaded with soldiers darted out of a side street and

squeezed its way into the column between two of the captured.
vehicles, For a minute nobody paid particular attention. Then, as
one man, every doughfoot in sight suddenly realized that the mark- ,,;;;,—
ings on the half—track. were black crosses and not white stars. The -

he had pulled into line with the captuted German vehicles bela.ev:.ng
they were part of one of his own cplumns, The second battalion -
added the half-track to its tra:.n and moved on.,
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CHAPTER 8

Too Many Prisoners!

By early September 1944 the 1st Infantry Division, then in Belgium, estimated
it had taken 5,000 prisoners and killed 2,000 German soldiers. But Germans were
surrendering so quickly it was impossible to get an accurate count.

From a report: “Hundreds of prisoners were taken outside of normal channels;
liaison officers running between units took prisoners, cooks took prisoners, clerks
took prisoners. 80 German anti-aircraft men, led by a major, mistakenly attempted to
march through the Division command post in an effort to get out [of fighting].

“ ... [T]here were several wounded Germans on the outskirts of the battalion
area who were willing to surrender, but only to medics, as they had been told that
American riflemen shoot all prisoners. Two medics were dispatched. ... As they were
working, a small group of the enemy approached, watched the proceedings and said
that they, too, were interested in surrendering. Before they were through, the medics
had taken 250 prisoners and enough German vehicles to transport the whole crew
back to the battalion cage.”

Read more:
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w11, Ab 2L0O hours, 3- September, the number of prisoners taken .
“.by ‘the Division was set at 5,000, with an additional 2,000 Germans
- "killed. These figures were not much better than estimates; so many -
- prisoners were turning themselves in to small units--and even indi- .
 viduals-—and the channels of evacuation were so clogged that it was.
;\,impqssible to keep an accurate tabulation on the spot, Hundreds of
- ' prisoners were taken outside of normal channels; liaison officers
 running-between units took prisoners, cooks took prisoners, clerks
took prisoners. 80 German anti-aireraft men, led by a major, mis-
. takenly attempted to march through the Division command post in.an
- effort to get out. Another case in point was an incident in the =
- first battalion, 26th Infantry. Soldiers of the Belgian Forces of- -
' .the Interior relayed a message to the battalion command post that
‘. there were several wounded Germans on the outskirts of the battalion
- area who were willing to surrender, but only to medics, as they had -
-~ been told that American riflemen shoot all prisoners. Two medics ™ .
‘were dispatched from the command vost to attend to the wounded Ger-
_.mans. As they were working, a small group of the enemy approached, .
" watched the proceedings and said that they, too, were interested in -
. surrendering, Before they were through, the medics had taken 250
- prisoners and enough German vehicles to transport the whole crew
. back to the battalion cage., It was not until 7 September that all .~
 ‘reports could be correlated and a reasonably. accurate total made, .
- 17,1L9 prisoners passed through the Division cage, and even this
" figure is conservative. In addition, approximately 5,000 prisoners
\ Were taken by the Third Armored Division, and additional thousands -
"/ were killed by both divisions. -A true assessment of the disaster -
V" inflicted on the enemy, not counting the loss of materiel, which,
" from the enemy point of view was almost equally catastrophic, was
- difficult. It was plain, however, that a total of five divisions
- had been completely destroyed in the area south of MONS., These
. were the 6th Parachute, the 18th GAF, the L7th Infantry, the 275th
-Infantry and theéBhBth Infantry. Although the final repercussions .
. .of the debacle wére inestimable, it was equally plain that with the
* loss of these troops, the German power to hold the Siegfried Line.
- -in strength around AACHEN had evaporated. =~ =~ . .
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CHAPTER 9

French Resistance Points the Way

A captured German intelligence report dated July 25, 1944, illustrated the
cleverness of the French Resistance in its efforts to help the Allies in Normandy:
“Other [German] divisions reported wheat fields with places where the wheat had
been cut down to form short stubble arrows pointing in the direction of our arty
posns [artillery positions]. Similar acts of sabotage should be guarded against.”

Read the report (item h):
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2-' -'sne_gial Points, R PR L A |
'(8) The British' and Amerioans ‘heve again pruvc,d o be pastnagi:ers in Ahe. arb N

d‘ camouflage, - L
{b) in several places i‘t was fa.md tha.t he anea:w 1oc-ated the ;posns of our
_‘_;mar‘l:ars accurately and quickly in spite of frequent changes and very careful
-‘g;l;mufla.ge. Possibly, the enelw possesses scﬁnﬂranglng equipﬁem: even fon'.' hy |

weaplns,
(¢) In sane instances we e:qperienced delay action shells which e:q:lodeﬂ up 'bo
14 hrs Later (they included the heaviest calibre),
d) Dumy Posns were often shelled heav:ly by the enony. . e
{é) For the clearance of Minefields use is made of special 'bks which are ae:i.d
to be equipped in the front with a roller-sheped contraption which “whips" the
- ground with steel rods, The front part of the tk has additional ammour plating
- These special tks are in scparate Tk Units which when required for action are
. apparently distributed individuslly. In same cases the elimination of mines -
was attempted by forcing cattle over them. .
.~ The enemy showed also great caution when. dealing with Durmy Minefields. '
. Por the landing he used maps of, the coastline with detailed markings of the
-wire and cbstacles, Battle posns and actual Minefields. The dumy Mine-
fields are not shown on these maps. Posslbly, “the“actual mmei‘lelds were
. -discovered magnetically. .
(£) In three instances we had repor!:s of eneny attampts to come in on our
frequency with false orders for the conduct of *hP hat‘l:le and the direction
. of the fire of our hy arms.
{g) The enemy has.several times effectively decoyed Gernan soldiers by shoutin
in Gemman: "Don'i shoot, we are Germans",
. {(h) Other aivisions reported wheat fields with places where the wheat had been
. .cut down to form short stubble arrows pointing in the. direction of our arty
.,‘.,poana. Smilar act.; of sabotage should be guarded against.

. (8d) For Div Camenders G1 MARCKS -
W (Scm'ce- 8 Gorps I.s. No. 55) :

gl ?
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CHAPTER 10

A Rude Awakening

In early August 1944, civilians in Champ-du-Boult, about 40 miles south
of Omaha Beach, reported that German soldiers heading to the front to face the
Americans are very confident, but when they return, they’re far less so.

From a report: “Coming back from the front, morale is extremely low. Several
SS men who had gone N [north] in these high spirits a week ago ... came back to the
same farm yesterday, burned their weapons in the courtyard and announced they
would surrender today, which they did.”

Read the full report:
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T A TR TAS Ect. %.h Inf Div
& G Avguet 19,

1. Enemy route of withdrawal. Civilians confirm today that there have been many

indica¥ions, on the part of the Germans, that their r rte of withdrawal, at least
until 2 days ago, and in this Div. sector, would be: %‘

CHAMP DU BOUT - GATHEMO ~ VENGEONS ~ TINCHERRAY.

They expect the Germans to make the same strong delaying stand at these 3 last
localities as they made at CHAMP DU BOUT. ' '

2. German tactics at CHAMP DU BOUT. According to civilians, Germans had left
"we.y zew menll in whe villAge iueelf during yesterday; they speak of groups of
patrol strength conly holdirg i%, bnh, Germans came back in greater strength at
nightfnll. iraring caylight, -severzl hundred mer wers at IA FCRGE, 55327k, a _
ominant, wooded height; others were along the CEAMP DU BCUT -- VIRE road. Withe

wal began “as usual!, at nightfall, between 2230 and 2300, and continued all
night, only a screen being left to fight this morning.

_ Artillery. Up to night before last, about 10 arty pieces (hows-drawn by half-
tracks] had been for L3 hours in position in the triangle 547270-546266-559267.
They drew our counterbattery fire several times, but with no effect on the equip-
ment; only 1 crewman was wounded., Camouflage was excellent, Germans using whole
cut apple trees to simulate orchord pattern. (Qur fighters were over that arty

. several times, but did not seem to notice it. Guns left at 0100 yesterday morning,
in direction of GATHEMO. Their emplacements were heavily shelled, but too late,
at several times yesterday. : _ :

-
‘

SP guns. It seems that the SP guns which fought at CHAMP DU BOUT had been pre~
viouSTy Kept at LA BLANCHARDIERE, 558255, and IA CHAPELLE 561267. |

3. .Withdrawal' of main German forcses and heavy eauipment. Has been noticed by
.:iviIians, ever since the breakthrough ot MARIGNY, and in direction of IE MANS.

y. Moraie. Civilians say that fresh troops going up to the front are -optimistic
speal 0f Pushing the "Tommies® (German soldiers themselves do not seem to know
exactly whether they are going to oppose US or British forces) back to the sea
within one week; others believe that their leader has a secret weapon which will
win the war., Coming back from the front, morale is extremely low. Several SS
men who had gone N in these high spirits, a week ago, throvgh CHAMP DU BOUT, came
back to the same farm yesterday, burned their woapons in the cowrtyard and announ-
ced they would surrender today, which they did, _

5. Senegalese FWis. Of the many Senegalese PWS (captured by Germans in June thO)
used By the Uermans in the ammo. depot of FORET DE SEVER, about 60 are reported
by eivilians to have escaped during the last two days, and to hide until the.
battle passes over. They still have their French army unifroms. They had an
L',,’_dhusual amount of freedom as the Germans, who were short on army rations, would
" ¥ 211 them to forage for themselves in the farms, well knowing as they said them-
selves, that they could not disguise themselves as white civilians.

6. Use of civilian labor. The Cermans requisition from the mayors of villages
vorkIng parties of civilians to dig and cover the exeéllent foxholes and slit
“renches seen along the roads and hedgerows. G

7+ Recent: German orders . $0 civilian population. The followlng recent orders to .
. -xhe. TIVILIAT POPUIATIon have teen itJus. Ty Capt (Dr.) NOEDING, head of the local
' military police through the French civilian authorftiess . ... =~ " = . .

N
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CHAPTER 11

Friendly French Can Keep Weapons

A report on August 6, 1944 shows that U.S. troops in Normandy were
mistakenly disarming friendly French Resistance fighters. They were ordered to stop
the practice.

“French Forces of the Interior (FFI) are allowed to retain American arms
and equipment,” said the report. “This is a SHAEF [Supreme Headquarters Allied
Expeditionary Force] directive. American troops must refrain from disarming these
FFI people as they have had this equipment dropped to them by parachute by Allied
forces. The only authorization to disarm them is given where they fire on American
troops or other French resisters.”

Read the report:
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‘Cs French Forcecs of the Intcr:.or (FFI) ar: ellowcd to rctein Aucrican o
AN ar...s and .quip,_-.nt..‘ This is o SH&ZF directives Aucriean troops nust rcfrain fron

"i'.rli.saming thesc FFL: phopll; as’ thcy heve had this cquipment. ‘qppped W thcm by

E chutc by Allicd forccse: “The only cuthor:.ze.ti.on 4o disorm thea
they firc on Amcrican trosps or oth;r Frcnch rcaiatcru. e
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CHAPTER 12

How Many Miles to the Gallon?

On August 9, 1944, the 1st Infantry Division’s Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans reported
a German prisoner’s account of sabotage against the Wehrmacht in Paris.

“When a large convoy with much-needed gasoline arrived on this front from
Paris,” Evans wrote, “it was learned that instead of gasoline they were hauling pure
water all the way.”

Read the report:
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G, Ll Pus geve ammm of mwa Lhid have happeted A paris. UNAR & Luss
Aoy Wk wal peaded phsollne wrived on tids fropd from ferdis 3t wer las.::w:i ﬁi‘mé g
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(Sorry for the poor image quality: these started on paper, were photographed to
microfilm many years ago and then digitized. Quality isn’t always perfect.)

The item reads:

“6. Other PWs gave accounts of sabotage that have happened in Paris. When a
[unreadable] convoy with much needed gasoline arrived on this front from Paris, it
was learned that instead of gasoline they were hauling pure water all the way.”
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Source Material

From “Consolidated Interrogation Report on PWs Passed Through Div Cage” 9
August 1944. P. 693.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.
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to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 13

Spies Coming Home

A report from August 4, 1944, alerted U.S. units that OSS (Office of Strategic
Services: the American spy agency) and French spies may be crossing into the

American lines in France after finishing their missions. The spies would identify
" “Toulouse,” or

» «

themselves with one of four special code words: “Biarritz,” “Limoges,
“Angouleme.”

However, added the report, “It must be borne in mind that these passwords my
be compromised and it is essential that agents be thoroughly identified before their
tactical information is accepted.”

Read more:
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phmu:\ by oss/sr. - Resistance p-nonnel recruited behind thc w lines:

2.’ It is requutod thnt Divieionu be 1ntomed ot thoae paummds‘: o,
‘order that they can have the SF Liaison Officer attached to Corps sent
/" down to interrogate the agent for security purposes. | "1t must be borne in
,;"ifrﬂ that these passwords may be compromised and it isessential that agents

be thoroughly 1dent.5.fied before their tactical information is accepted.

e

3, After Division and Corpa hwu :Lnton'ogcted agont.s for tactical i.n-
-fomtlon ‘the SF Liaison Ot:l'i.cor ni.'l.l bx-}.ng thom bao.k to Armw for furbher 5

w /8/ B ks Dick.ﬁu,
/t/ B. A nxcxson,
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Source Material

From “First U.S. Army: Code Words for Exfiltration Missions.” 4 August 1944. P.
482

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 14

Was [t a V-2?

By the summer of 1944, Allied intelligence had received reports about a
new German missile called the “V2,” and was extremely nervous about what kind
of damage it could do. A report on August 9 made a guess: “TAC/R [aerial spotters]
today saw a violent explosion covering 3-4 miles of the FORET D’ECOUVE NORTH
of ALENCON: if this is not V2, it must represent the destruction of a large amn
[ammunition] dump.”

It must have been the dump. The first operational V-2 was launched almost a
month later, at Paris.

Read the report:
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. - Whdle all th:ls is happening, mne:d.can fcrces whioh this narning ‘byh- g
maoamnmswem strdling NORTH up tho BASY bonk of tho R. SARTEE - Wi
‘towards ALENCON, ALZNCON is only sbout 15 m fram LE MANS, and eny sort

. of faree that could offer organisea opposifion to our Allies already has
‘"gpoubles enough of its owm%, : "TAC/R todsy sew a violent explésion .
 covering 3-4 miles of the FORBT D'ICOUVE NORTH of ALENCON: 4if this ig not
v2n, it must represent the destruction of a large amn dump, So
Hitler.‘lugenﬂ's worries will be increased (if indecd they know what the
situation really is) by armoured columns swanning into their maintenmce

B.I."Das. -
v
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Source Material

From: “7th Armored Division Intelligence Summary No. 60.” P. 895.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.
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to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 15

U.S. Propaganda Is Effective

On August 5, 1944, a 1st Infantry Division intelligence officer reported that
American propaganda efforts were working on German soldiers.

“PWs [Prisoners of War] stated that due to the lack of their (German) supplies,
that our propaganda talks, via P.A. system, concerning food and medical care to be
had in our Army for deserters, was most effective,” wrote Capt. Fred Gercke. “They
believe that more such propaganda speeches should be made.”

Read the report:
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5 August 1944 -

'SUBJECT: Periodlc Report.~. | |
_-TQ‘ ;-: Danger G- ?, Through Dagwood S~ 2.'

l. During the period from 2000 b August to 2000 5 Angust"'
%9L4, 7 PWs were nrogessed by PWI, 16th Infantry Regimeht.
‘ 2. Unit Tdentifications. ' - o
$th ‘Company, 60th Infantry Regt. (lléth DlVlSlon) 1 PW
Lth Company, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment - 6 PW

3. PW from ALth Company 2nd ,Panzer Grenadier Regiment o
,stated that his unit was in s UQQT% of the lst Company. _ r

. PWs stated that due to the lack of their (German)
supplies, that our propaganda talks, via P.A. system, céncerning
food and medical care to be had in our Army for deserters was

most effective. They belleve that more such propaganda speeches"
should be made. :

PWI, 16th Tnt,
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Source Material

From: A Periodic Report to 1st Infantry Division headquarters from 16th Infantry
Regiment intelligence officer Capt. Fred Gercke. Pg. 370.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 16

Germans Ride Buses Into Battle

An August 12, 1944, intelligence report describes the inventive way a German
infantry division traveled from southwestern France to northern France to face the
Allies:

“Their units lack organic transportation, but the inventiveness of the Germans
seems to make up for this shortcoming. ... The 708 Infantry Division was moved from
Southwestern France to the fighting area within a very short time, almost unnoticed,
due to an excellently worked out plan revealed by documentary evidence. ... Various
assembly points were used and the division moved up in small groups by rail and
bus.”

)«

In addition, the document makes a passing mention of the Germans’ “Free Indian
Regiment,” also known as the Free India Legion: soldiers from India who fought with
the Germans for the chance to free their country from British rule.

Read the report:
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.\ .
‘.2. 708 Infantry Division

S

The 708 Infuntry Division, being part of the 15tn Wove, was formed in the Sprin'-' = .

of 1941. The 15th wave, which comprises the static defsensive divisions of the V00 -

' series, was originally orgpnized on a 2 regiment x 3 battalion basis with & weak
artiliery element of from one %o three but+a110ns, and w»ithcut reconnaissance or snt
tonk bottelions, The 15th weve divisions as formed mainly from old-:r msn and vwry
young boys and they contam a rather largs percentage of foreigners.,

Their units lack organic tre.nsponat:.on, but the inventiveress of the Cerrans

seems to make up for this shortcoming. The 715 Infintry Division, for instauce,

" +vas equipped with busses end moved within.a very.short time fo the Ifalian fronts .
"The 708 Infentry Division was moved frow Southwestern Frmw‘e to the tighting ars

\..1+h1n & very short, tine, almost urnoticed, due +to an ez celle::‘ley worked out plﬂ.r

" vevealed by documentary evidence. Tho division wes split into two “Kars chgruppeﬂ"

B Jarch Combat.Terms which were supposed ‘to travel independently - & preceution ngﬁuxﬁ_‘ 3

pic=attack | sabot"-g.e and other UnICrusser Lepurnings enroute. The unit commean ders.
wee [,111 n ilndopendeace of eschtion to the largest extent. Various assembly peints
ware sal £ud Ths division moved up in small groups by rail end bus. Arrangements
ware wede ho maren lorg dlstances and s%ill be fit to go immediately into action.
£rother irterssling peint ic tha% the area vacetsd by the 748 Infantry Regiments sour
¢l the FTEJFLI E3TUARY was taken over immediately by the 950 Fraee Indian Regimen’,
walen is part of *he 153 Training Division. 4% ore time this regiwment was thought

f‘n be wnlér ths centrol of the 708 Division. Besides the 708 I'fue."rl.ry Dw1s:.0ﬂ v

BRI i) ;ra.uro “the fo'l'lowlhg d*nsmns of +he 700 series:

PER A anantry Divisicn in the Netherlands
712 InfenSry Division in Belgium :
o 716 Infentry Division, badly battered in the initial push against G&EN,
belisved to be relowming in the Mediterranean ares. = @
<09 Imienury Division, not eristing any longer, having been vn.ped out by ou
'p 'sh tirovsh the BFSREOURG FZNINSULA. :
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From: “G-2 Periodic Report, 12 October 1944.” P. 949
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CHAPTER 17

U.S. Medic Gets a Close-Up View

of the Enemy

An American army medic, who was captured by the Germans and worked at
a Wehrmacht aid station before rejoining his own ranks, solved the mystery of why
Germans were spotted wearing American uniforms: In an August 30, 1944, report by
30th Infantry Division 2nd Lt. Torger A. Gram, the medic said they wore captured U.S.
field jackets and fatigues because their own clothes were in such bad shape.

He also said that “American artillery came in at the ratio of 104 American rounds
to every 4 German rounds. To the Germans it almost seemed like automatic fire.”

Read the report:

67




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

&, An American medical aid man who was teken prisonser by the Germans, workel
at a German aid station and later rejoined the Americen forces, made the followi
observations: ;
German doctors carry pistola, even asked him-whethar American doctors did the '

'~ same, Enemy had captured Americen vehicles, H@ saw soldiers wearing our

fatigues and field jackets, probably because their own clothes were in such
bed shepe. Medical supplies were low; bandages were not kept sterile, There
were no cases of "hembct exhaustion”. Wounded German soldiers never whimpered,

) Military courtesy and discipline was strict} all non wounded reported and salute

properly. Food supplies were taken from surrounding farmhouses. American
artillery came in at the ratio of 104 American rounds to avary 4 german rounds.

" To the Germans it almost seemed like automtic fire,

oLollie)
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From: “Order of Battle Notes for period ending 102200 August 1944.” P. 854

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.
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CHAPTER 18

German Superweapons on the Way

In France in August 1944, 1st Infantry Division prisoner of war interrogator Lt.
Adam ]. Eisenhauer wrote that there were some wild rumors of soon-to-be-arriving
super weapons coming from recently captured prisoners.

From his report: “End of our air superiority has been promised the German
people by means of a new “Rammer” plane, which is so heavily armored that it is
supposed to knock our bombers out of the sky by physical contact. ... Super Tanks,
which are described as “Rolling Fortresses,” are to appear soon on this front in
conjunction with two SS Panzer Divisions.”

Read the report:
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dy The following rumors werc again encountered in PW statementss =
1. End of our air superiority has been promiscd the German people
. Jiby means of a ncw "RAMMERY plane which is so heavily armored that it is
' upposed to knock our bombers out of the sky by physical contact.” Other
ncw develomcnts in aircraft are said to be in progress, . ,
"~ "24 Super Tanks, which are deseribed as "Rolling Fortresses" arg to o
appear scon:on this front in conjunction with two SS Panger ﬁij?ﬁ' A
I'-.
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From: VII Corps HQ, Special Interrogation Report, 5 Aug. 1944
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CHAPTER 19

Inspecting World War I monuments

As the 1st Infantry Division moved across France, it liberated areas where
the division had fought in World War |, just 27 years earlier. In September 1944,
the division’s inspector general and a chaplain were sent to inspect monuments
honoring the division’s 1918 heroism in five places—Cantigny, Sedan, Soissons,
St. Mihiel, and Meuse-Argonne—to see if they had survived the four-year German
occupation.

They reported that they found most of the monuments in disrepair, but largely
intact.

The officers also pointed out this interesting item: “In the annals of the history
of the Division, the following fact is truly unique: As the Division drove northward
in pursuit of the enemy during this war they took up identical positions—regiments
and artillery battalions—as the Division had occupied over twenty-five years ago on
the heights overlooking Soissons. The realization that the history of the Division was
being repeated at Soissons created a deep impression upon those participating in the
operation.”

Read their report:
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= ,wr ;*-Raport of Insptotion of Mbnuments Ereetod to commemorate thn
N S Participat’ion oi. the lat U.s. Infantry Diviaion in Uorld ﬁu- Ia

LT v comanding General, ‘1st U.S. Infant.ry Division.

- 1. An’ :lnapection of the monuments erected to communorate the. part.iei- el
,pttion of the let U.S. Infentry Divieion in the five major offeneives, World -
~ -~ ¥War I at Cantigny, Sedan, Soiseons, S8t. Hihiel, and Meuge-Argonne, wae made
: by Lt. Col. M. B. Nys, Inspector General, and Lt. Col. F. Bernard Henry, - S

- Division Chaplain, in accordance with your orders of 19 September 1944, based .

"~ on & letter of the Firet Division Memorial Aaaociat.ion, dated 30 August. 1944+_'

and signed by the Executive Committee:: P. Summerall, President; Adolphe to
. Huguet, cha1rman3 and James A. Edgar, Secretary-Treasurer, and addressed to

© . Major General Huebner, Commanding General, last U.S. Infantry Diviaion, ins
~.--which the writers requeeted that an in:peqtion of tha ménmenti be mdo nm!
"__‘f,,n report. foruarded to tham. ) o Eme e

= o«

C el s l Repprt of Insput.ion accompanios thia lettar. g Iﬁ'_'_ii,_j_.g__t.}g‘r;gg
. ,_(IH) Ry e e

~

.""-

e 'l'ha written report. : S
.~ I1s . The photographs of the. moumnta. S e
: "-_I’I_I. oompnation of defeots notod a.nd recumendltionl for repu

-~ F. BERNARD HE
-*'-ll'b- col., Division Ohnpla

Continued on Next Page
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e RO

nsmar PORT: .orf.iiiapsonon_ or‘-}wonw ?'wm:-'x'-’nmum [UMENTS ‘TO ---E”Insi'*iibifrézﬁc:?-‘.*-"?'

= Using correct military forn this report might be openod in these
. worde =~ 'in compliance uith basic communication, Headquarters First Divinion
s Hemorial Association.' However, having trod on ground enshrined in:the hearts
,0f all civilized nations by the heroic deede of our predecessore and hallowed
by the years following the firat confliot of nations, formality ie impoaaiblo.

General Huebner, an officer of the Division during the firset great war,
~-and ite present Commanding General, received the basic communication with the
“‘pame enthuesiasm as he displays in suggestione for the betterment of the command,
-and ordered the undersigned Inspector General and Division Chaplain, together
_ wlth a staff photographer and a Master Sergeant, 'to make a thorough tour of
‘ inapoction.
: Proceeding from the bivouac aroa in northern Belgium a route was
followed taking ue through Liege, Marche, and through the beautiful stately
foroats of the Belgian Frovince of Luxembourg, across the French Frontior to
. Sedan. There was much evidence of the breakthrough by the German Army in 1940
,' at thie famous town. Shelle of many buildinge still remained and graes was =
... growing on the mounds of the rubble. The Civil Affairs Officer of the town
~directed us to the site of the first monument. It is located approximately
two hundred feet above the level of the Moselle River on a bank fifteen feet .
. above the right side of the Walindecourt-Font Maugis Road. The town of Sedan,
~ the river valley, and the heights beyond the town are seen from this good c
. location. It was quite evident at first glance that no care had been taken
- of the grounds or monument for & long time. The concrete steps from the road -
leading upward to the monument were covered with much moss which had looeened.
~ them at the corners. There is also much brush on the banks alongeide the steps:-
Berry bushes and weede are growing profusely on the entire plot around the
monument. - The base of the monument is of poured cement. It is cracked at
 the upper corners and here the iron mouldinge are rusty and separated from
the cement. FPart of the iron corners have been removed. The shaft of the
“monument is in good condition and has been coated with calcimine or lime, but
this hae weathered and washed. The weather has long since renoved the pointing .
o aurroundlng the bronze placques. The dome and the eagle on top of the shaft
- are in good condition and have not suffered greatly from natural eléments.
~ However, the-casting of the dome and the eagle muet have been done with too
- muech eand and not enough cement for the whole of this section is porous. The
- four concrete fence pillare at the corners of the base of the monument are in
good cendition; the four metal "1's" on the pointed tops of these pillars are
- badly rusted and covered with mogs. The plot of ground is approximately forty .
feet esquare inclosed by an irregular barbed wire fence which is. unnightly. This
wao the oondition of the: grounds and monument as we found it. -

Continued on Next Page
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v oo Tha bronzp t;bleta contalning the ‘names of thoae killod in aetion il
".1very impreseive; Losses = Killed 80 = Wounded 503. To this is added.
‘these simple words: "Operation Againgt the Line of the Meuse. On the mnrning _
of November 6, 1918, the First Division A.E.F. attacked from the line Besage- -
. Beaument, and drove the enemy across the river between Autrecourt and Ville- o
montry. The Division during the night of 6-7 November continued its attack — -
- and occupied the heighte overlooking Sedan from Saint Aignan to this point.
" G.0. No. 201, GHQ, A.E.F., November 10, 1918. 'The Commander-in~Chief has.
- moted in this Division a special pride of servica and a high state of morale

__W_  never broken by hardship nor battle." o = . IRCE

- Upon completion of thise inapection, we drove on toward Sommeraneeo,
' the location of the monument to the Firet Divieion for ite part in the Meuse-
Argonne Offensive, passing through picturesque farm villages....many of which
evidenced the 1940 breakthrough by the Germans....across countryside apparently .
untouched by the course of the recent Allied drive. Late in the afternoon
_ We located this monument at the intersection of two roads, one kilometer south
" of 8t. Juvin on the emst side of the Aire River, which was the first objective
" of the Division in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. This monument is very
appropriately located and can easily be seen by all passers-by. The entire
memorial plot ie approximately forty feet square, and is located on the _
* ‘inside of a wide curve in the road. The sides adjacent to the road are not ol e
- incloged nor is there a curbing at the small ditch between the road and the Sl
- grounds. There is an irregular and umsightly wire fence separating the e
- monument from the adjacent pasture land on one side; a clump of trees on the
other. The plot is level and is covered with a thick carpet of grass, which
although not cut is matted beautifully. & four foot walk leads from the road
to the steps. The steps are in good condition. The shaft is of concrete and - -
. 18 cracked in numerous places nsear the base, but it is believed that these
cracks are not structurally harmful. At some time the monument has been
. ‘painted with white calcimine or lime which has weathered poorly. The top
~—of the ghaft is cracked on all corners. The dome on which the eagle rests is
also of concrete and rather porous. The right wing of the eagle is chipped - =
" ‘evidently from a bullet....the left wing is also badly chipped likely from .
- additional rifle fire. The upper righi ‘breast of the eagle algo has two
bullet holes. The entire center and right of the breast of the eagle also -
hae been chipped away by these projectiles. The pointing around the placques -
has been dissolved by weather conditions. One link is missing in the rear =~ . =
- chain which surrounds the monument., It has been repiaced by wire. The metal =~
- numers! " 'e" on all four posts of the fence have been painted over. The
. wreaths inclosing the numeral "1's" on the balustrade on eitner side of the -
" “_ 'steps are embossed in cement and were originally painted in coler. Theee have
‘ been palnted over with calcimine or lime thus ruining tne artistic effect. The
pavement leading from the road to the stairs is on the same level as the road
which is on a right angle curve and ies constantly driven over by traffic. One
corner of thies pavement is badly broken. A German Bazooka Grenade is lying
alongeide one of the fence pillars at the base of tne left fronmt corner. -It
is very much 'alive' and should be removed by a demolition squad.

Continued on Next Pdge
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L Ths inucrzption at the hasa of the monument reads as followal YBattle
Between the Arponne and the Meuse. The First Division A.E.F. attacked from
_ the crest of Baulny on the morning of October 4, 1918. In eight days of
_pevere combat it forced the German Line back seven kilometeres and assisted
the Firet American Army to join the Fourth French Army at Grand-Pre, thus
driving the enemy from the Argonne.® lossest Killed . 1790 - Wounded. 7126.
G.,0. No. 201, GHQ, A.E.F., November 10, 1918. 'The Commander-in-Chief has
"noted in thie Division a epecial pride of service and a high state of morale
‘never broken by hardship nor battle. .

, After inspecting this monument,.and whila'Iooking=fdr the Ahérican
- cemetery in the vicinity, we entered Varennes where we stopped to view the
- -magnificent monument erected by the Btate of Penneylvania in 1927 ‘to the °
_ memory of her sons who died during the campaign of the Meuae-ﬂrgOnne; In the'
~beyond was magnifiod tenfold. :lndeed we felt that we were treading on hauoue&"
ground.

o de darknese came upon ue we drove on toward Verdun, through the battle-
fields of the Argonne. ' The 0ld trenchee and dugouts were covered with grass
~ and smoothly rounded by erosion.....silent monuments to the men who fought ~~ ~ = -
“and died there. It was & real transformation from the war at hand to the d
. .Mar of years ago. The silent appronching night fixed .us as intrudere in ‘the
. .walley of death. The axperiences of one day could not have closed more.
o Pittingly as we alowly wended our way. through,thpee most - impreseive of all -
yw-mpnunenta..-.ssulptured in mother earth by th&t greatoit hunler 'thhar
- Time. ! L ; . :

2= Famoua Vbrdun uta a beehive of activity. Tt ia the graat nerve center L
- "of operations against the Germans in World War II. ¥e set out to find the: s
+7 monument erected to commemorate the heroic deeds of the 'Fighting First' at
.. 8%, Mihiel....driving upon treacherous muddy macadam highways in the midst of

. heavy traffic of heavily loaded convoye moving toward the front near. Metz and
e 1Nancy. True to French tradition, it rained all day.. . :

v &bout 600 meters from the amall town of Vigneullas at the edgo of a '_
- mountain ridge near a road 1ntarsaction, we located the white ghaft on a . .
'j raised mound approximately forty feet square. It marke the primary obaective :
~of the Division at St. Mihiel. The location is good and the shaft may be seen -
from all approaches at a considerable distance. The plot of ground is barrem = .
“of any fliage except patches of grass which grow through the gravel which covers -
.~ the whole. There is no boundary fence other than the irregular wire meintained
© by the owner of the adjoining propertye. The entire monument is structurally
: »'Bound, but requires some maintenance work - pointing of the bronze placques, -
“waghing of the shaft in white cement, and minor repairs in the paving leading
~ from the road to the steps. The steps are in good condition. A parmanent
“1nclosure of dacorative design would add ‘to the artiatic affeet..

Continued on Next Page
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Continued from Previous Page

- The 1nucr1ption reads ae follousz "Battle of St. Mihiel =~ September
el 12-15, 1918, Attacking from Seichpreyvﬁa:voialﬁ on September 12th, the First
‘Division A.E.F. entered this town early on the morning of September 13, 1918,
" joining the 26th Division A.E.F. and cutting off the salient.” Losseg: -~
Killed 98 = Wounded and Missing 489. G.0. No. 201, GHQ,.A.E.F., Nov-
-~ ember 10, 1918. ' 'The Commander-in-Chief has noted in this Division a special -
'-7'pride of service and a high state of morale never broken by hardship nor bnttlo.

It was some distance from St. Mihiel to Cantigny. On the way we pasaed
~ through the famous town of Compiegne near which the armistice was eigned in a
“railroad car at the close of World War I. We learned that this famous carriage .
was removed to Germeny as e prize trophy. The little town of Cantigny set on -
.. a gently sloping road approximately seven kilometers north of Montdidier is
~ especially memorable in the military hietory of the First Divieion for it was.
here that the first attack by an American Division took place in late Mny of
1918- _

_ The Divieion Monument is 1ocnted,on,ﬂighuay GC 26 approximntoly 100
meters southeast of Cantigny.: ‘If“hihﬁdi at the edge of a field which skirts .
‘the gently rising road to the town upon the ground taken from the Germans im - 5 jT

?_thﬂt firet great offensive. The plot surrounding the monument is approxhnately %
~~Porty feet square and is covered with gravel. The weather has washed much of
‘the gravel away and there is evidence of erosiom. The steps are badly chipped
“at the base and cracked in numerous places. The balustrades along the ateps
are alsc in need of resurfacing. 4ll the angle irone on the steps are loose
.and should be repointed. The base of the monument is also cracked and the rear
has been chipped away. The placques need repointing but the brass tablete are
~ in good condition. The casting on the dome and the eagle is exceedingly |
~porous and indicates inferior material must have been used in its making. The. . = -
. chain fence surrounding the base is in good condition but the metal numerals
. .on the four posts, as well as the wreathes on the balustrades, are moss covered . .
" -and here and there obliterated by a rough job of painting over with white lime. -
The inscription on the tablet in the front of the base reads thus: "The First
 Division A.E.F. captured this town on the morning of May 28th, 1918." Lossess .
Killed 199 - Wounded 867. G.O. No. 201, GHQ, A.E.F., November 10, 1918. -
'The Commander-in-Chief hae noted in this Divms;on a special pride cf aerviee
' and a hi&h state of mcrale never broken by hardship nor battle.® ,

¢ We next dlrccted our attention to another monument erected 10 tha *
memory of the First Division located in the center of the village of" Cantigny- _
It was erected in 1930 by the American Battle Monuments Commission to commemorate

" the first attack by an American Division in- World War I. The monument, a white |

"' gtone shaft, is set in a large rounded basin of similar stoune, and this centered

~ in a park of an acre-and a half, beautifully landacaped and immaculately kept. .
Each face of the shaft carrier this inscription, one in French and one in Englight

- "The First Division, United States Army, operating under the X French Corps,
captured the town of Cantigny on May 28, 1918 and held it against numerous _.
counter-attacks.”. It was gratifying to see the familiar insignia of the "%
surrounded by the olive wreath below the words inscribed. The monument, and

~ the park in which it stands, is indeed veautiful. The people of the village A

~.ere justifiably proud of it and all it stands for. It ie evident that there is -
‘perpetual care of this memoriel and g;ounds; L . - e B v

i

Continued on Next Page
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“ oy

‘We passed through the-trim dense forest of Compiegne to Soissone.  This

-, f,'tcnn is.also blessed in the memory of many First Divigion Veterans, for here
. . ‘the second great battle of the Marne was fought and the counter-offensive of ,
- July 1918 was very decisive. In the annals of the history of the Division, - - -~

‘the following fact is truly unique. - As the Divieion drove northward in

..'purauit of the enemy during this war they took up identical positions =

regiments and artillery battalions -.as the Division had occupied over twemty-

five years ago on the heights overlooking Soissons. The realization that the . -

“history of the Division was being repeated at Soissons created a deep. impress- .
-ion upon those participating in the operation. It was also in this area

surrounding Soissons that the first forceful reminders of sacrifices made by“_-"
the Divieion in the firet great war met the view of officers and men as they
came upon this monument. EBqually impressive was the American cemetery. The -

-.'crosses row on row not only provoked the deepest reverence but also instilled
- renewved courage in the hearts of these men who are prosoutly engaged in tho
preaent conflicte

The monument is located five kilometere southeaat of Boiaaona along

- the Soissons-Chatsau-Thierry Road. It is situated at the intersection of

~direction. _The plot of ground, on a level slightly lower than the adjacemt

two highways and may be seen for a great distance on approaching frem either -

highwaye, is unkempt and ragged-looking. We found it littered with all sorts
of ‘trash including German sausage caeings. The base of the monument is chippod

rri-and broken on three sides and two.of the corner posts supporting the chain
. fence are loose and require new foundations. The chains in front and on the

right side are broken or damaged. The shaft of the monument evidences many
settling cracks. The brass name plates no longer have any pointing around them.

‘The white calcimine or lime covering the shaft is largely washed away by the .
‘weather. The eagle's wing ie chipped slightly and the beak has been shot off.

Other parts of the eagle have been slightly damaged by small arms fire. This-

~ monument and tne grounds are in greater need of attention than the other four.,

The inecription on the brass plate at the base of the monument tells the story:

of a bloody heroic struggle of World War I: "Counter-Offensive of July 18; -~ — -
1918. Second Battle of the Marne. In four days of continuous attack from the -

line Saint Pierre L'Algle Cutry, the First Division A.E.F. penetrated eleven

. kilometers into the German lines at this point capturing by aseault early on

the morning of July 2lst the Chateau and heights of Buzancy and the village
of Berzy le Sec. Logses: Killed .2213 - Wounded 6%7. G.0. No. 201, GHQ,

: "A.E.F., November 10, 1918. 'The Commander-in~Chief has noted in this Division .

:,a spec1a1 prlde of eervzce and . a high state of morale never hrokan by hardahip__m_
.. mor battle. : .

To thoae of us now serving uith tha Div:aion, the hiatory of ite deeds
of valor in World War I ae recorded on these five white shafts overarched by

- the protecting eagle, is most 1nsp1r1ng. The sheer facte and Pigures recorded

qg_anmply on the bronze tablets humble us and provoke profound respect when we
are prone to announce that we have suffered intensely in the present war - 'so

- much more then others have.' Facts speak louder than words. - Impressive indaed—.”;

Continued on Next Page
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Contmued from Prev10us Page

] —are tho bo:t.tlo casualties ~ a t.o‘t-al of 4181 kinod. 14,445 woundad.'

ﬁi‘i;h'_;“

"this ever present in our memory = when cowrage is needed; when valor is

ik requi.rod; when only gallantry' will suffice; we naad only to look to thq deoda‘. 5

7 . of our 'blood-brothers of the first.war.
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CHAPTER 20

Germans Start Scavenging Supplies

On July 21, 1944, about 6 weeks after D-Day, German SS General Paul Hausser
issued an order to his troops that illustrated their shortage of equipment. The order
was captured by the Americans and translated.

Hausser wrote: “It must be completely clear to every soldier that strict
saving is essential. It is irresponsible to leave behind or fail to evacuate weapons
and equipment, binoculars, sighting devices, entrenching tools as well as all sorts
of empty cartridge cases, ammunition boxes, and seemingly useless weapons and
equipment.”’

Between June 6 and August 3, the U.S. 1st Army captured 181 German tanks, 76
assault guns, and 58 armored cars.

Read the order:
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DF sl GTRIGN BQUIPMENT

Th foelowing ic a trans,et_on of an order by General of the S S Hausser,

'Li-commander f the Severin Germén Army, giving further proof’ of the acute ehurt—
age the Germaﬁs are suffering In all types of equipment: ' .

lﬁ_The Commander : »‘;-g;_' AR ;] SR T . v
: _Se‘fenf:h Army O e WHQ;ZlJuly 1944, ;"
The supply eituat;on s extremely tense. f¥eﬁa;f}¥f:;_’°'x" e

.Desplte the fect that production is running et high epeed, new activations Uy
Iﬁ~g§d regular replacement orders consﬁﬁe -a’ big part of the finished products. e

- . Therefore

_1.) Weapons and equipment ghat need repeir will be speedixy evacuated to the f;
5“ear repair services of the army., T e 7 . WL S
Tﬁ;ﬂz ) Even salvage, weapons and eqpipment which are. ap tly beyond repai" "e;
.. .must be evacuated, because from. two or three useless we ng of the same tJﬁe,:j
| & new one can be built. ' :

ffBeeiﬁea, extra spare perts ere frequently recovered in this waﬁg S

. "3,) It must be completely clear to every soldier that strict saving is essen-
tial, It is irresponsible to leave behind or fail to evacuate weapons and
. equipment, birocculars, sighting devices, entrenching tools as well as all sorts
~ of eppty cartridge cases, ammunltlon boxes, end seemingly useless ‘weapons ana
" equipment. .

P
o -~

Ny (

f‘xﬂ4~) I expect and roequest from commsnding generals, division commanders and
telow that, from every officer, that the above princlples will Be preached to(
'thémﬁroops again and zgain, i

-

;Hff5;)w Exe0ﬁtiV¢jO?d9f§ w%ll'come from the chief of the supply services; Q_;Q_";

; s:lgned HAUSSER

bergruppenfuehrer and General of the Wefﬂeﬁ,;}
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CHAPTER 21

Bugles for the Wehrmacht

A captured report by the commanding general of the Germans’ 2nd Panzer
Division covering action in Normandy from June 17 to July 7 showed the immediate
effect of the Allies’ huge advantage in supplies.

“Our soldiers enter the battle in low spirits at the thought of the enemy’s
enormous material superiority,” he wrote. “They are always asking, ‘Where is the GAF
[German Air Force]? The feeling of helplessness against enemy aircraft operating
without any hindrance has a paralysing [sic] effect, and during the barrage this effect
on the inexperienced troops is literally soul-shattering. ... It is, therefore, essential for
troops to be lifted out of this state of distress the moment the counter-attack begins.
... The revival of the practice of sounding a bugle call for the attack has been found
to answer the purpose. ... An attack launched in this manner is an experience which
new troops will never forget, and stimulates them into action again.”

Read the full report:
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: Extraota seleoted from e report by the €G, 2nd Ps Div, on, battlo
‘emeriemea f‘or ths 'oeriod 17 June. -7 duly, fo&law: , _

Infantr s The Pe.nzer Grenadier,a muct be able to withstand the
heavy arty t‘im_{%e enemy. 'This 4s the decisive factor. They must theres.:
foré be adg~in deeply. S8ince the enemy uses a y sensitive fuze, overhead . .
protection is negessary a.gainst shells whioh expi/;de on striking trees, .
During the barrage the weavons must also remain under cover, or elae they . get ‘
ologged w1+h mud and rendered uleless. L

. Our eoldiera e-ntar the hattle 1n low spiritn at, the thought of the enemy*'a
enormous material superiorityi They are always. asking: "Where is the. GAFI" .
The feeling of helnlessness agalnst enemy airoraft _operating without any Aind-. -
rence has & naralysing effect, end during the. barrage this effeot on the in~ -
: ex'pertenced troovs is litorallv "aoul-shattering" = and it must be borne in.
mind ‘thet t‘eur-englne ‘bombers have not yet taken par{; in attacking ground.
targets in'thid div's arca, It ia, therefore, essential for. troope to be
1ifted out of "this state of distress the moment the counter-attack. begina. :
The ‘best ‘regults have deen o'bta.mad by the nlatoon and squad leaders leaping
forward uts toring & .good old-faghioned "hurrah", , which svurs on the inexperien~
oed troovs end carriss them along, The revival o the practice of sounding

& bugie ocall for the aitack kas been found to answer the purpese, and this
has been made’sa divisional order. Moreover the use of the bugle in territory
. where visibility is restristed enables the troops to kmow when and where the
 a%tack'ias taking piace, . An- attaok launohed in_this manner is an experience. .
wn:.ch new trom::s will nevsr f‘orget e.nd atimlatea them into action again. e

Tne Panzer Grenad ers t‘ight as aasault d etac‘"mﬂnts s in this more deoendu

on’ the NCO's then ever before. Onlv an energetio comander will get hip men
o togo forward, For woaklings thore 1§ every inducement and opnortunity to g
kide in the hedges. Close-combat weavbns (flame-throwers, anti-tank close- . -

. eombat weanans, mines, and explosive chﬁrges) are especially effective In .,
- eountny of this nature. Tn defence it may be expodient to depléte the front
~1line iu crder to maintain suffiocient roserves for counter-e_tto.ck. : 17‘E|1f:ne¢m=s.11y :
“'Ef‘Iicu’nu ’\IVO‘ s should be seleocted for thls. o

i
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CHAPTER 22

Pride of Canada

In fall 1944, a Canadian unit was surrounded by Germans, and a German NCO
called out to them, “You English gentlemen had better surrender.”

He received this reply: “We ain’t English—we ain’t gentlemen, and we ain’t
gonna surrender.”

Read the report:
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QUiCk mm 5 T , : : :
’I'he following appaared in F:Lrat Canad:.an Amy Intell:n.gence

Slmmary No. 130: " A report has come to hand of 2 party of. Canad-
_, ians surrounded by the enemy. A German NCO called outsto them, -~
F "‘Iou English gentlemen had better surrender", He reeei%d the . rea
ply,' "e a:m't English — we_ ain't gentlemen, and we ain't gonna !

sﬁwmder" : (Source' F.Lrst. US Army)
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CHAPTER 23

SS Guards Protect U.S. Prisoners

In France on August 6, 1944, Army intelligence officer Capt. C.M. Jenter wrote
that three U.S. Army soldiers who escaped after having been taken prisoner by the
Germans’ 17th SS Panzergrenadier Division said their guards protected them from
harm by other German soldiers and had shared provisions with them.

“[One of the soldiers, a lieutenant,] stated that the German interrogators
always asked about the effects of their robot bombs [V-1 cruise missiles], whether
the Americans had any intention of using gas, and why the Americans were fighting
in the first place,” Jenter wrote.

The captured lieutenant said that while moving east to another prison camp,
he and his two fellow soldiers overpowered their SS guards and escaped.

The report continued, “All three Americans were extremely generous in praising
their German guards. The Lieutenant stated that the guards saved their lives on
numerous occasions by protecting them from other Germans with murderous
intent. It was stated that the guards shared their limited luxuries with the American
prisoners even prior to the German withdrawal.”

Read the report:
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= A divion- the -FUSA- fron‘lr reported 'I:he experienoes of Z II S. Oﬁ‘ioern
and- 1 EM, who had esoa.ped from an enemy P/W oage. Exoerp‘ba from the 1'912":’1't
-‘.’ar -as followa: :

i a.: ‘The Lieu'benant had been o&ptured on 25 June, - and had been at
,_the 17th $S Div P/W Cage until his escape. He stated that Ameriocan P/ﬁﬁ e
-receive very goocl treatment, He stated that during his stay, he had lis- - *
tened in on. numerous interrogations and that the Americen orisoners whio hai
passed through the cage while he was there were very security conscious,
He stated that the Germen interrogators always asked mbout the effects s
,f,pf éﬁeir robot bombs, whether the Amerioans hed any intention of using gas, - -
T and why the Americans were fighting in the. first olace., He also stated - = °°
* tHat the 17th SS Div hes. suffered severely, and that the Div G-2 1is now &
2nd Lt DIETRICH KARSTEN, who alsé acts as interrogator. It is his cpinionm
thet the Germans will not use gas unless it is first emnloyed by the Allied
Forces, He further commented on the soarcity of enemy g&sollne and oil
‘;_ and on the total confusion of the engmy armed forues, . ‘

o b.. Foroed into a rapid retraat to avoid enrﬁrc*ement oy our: i

foroes, the 17th SS Div had no facilities for transporiing prisonsrss Tw°:;

' German soldiers weré assigned as guards ‘and told to march the Amsrican. '
~ pirlsoners to the next priqoaer'of war cage._wh;ch Wwas to be es tao‘lshed

- gcomewhere to the rear, Thef were 1nstruct9a o fellow the rosd warxlngs, _

Which -according to the prisoners, just weren't there. After the 1i7th SS’Div"

- had Iéft the three. Americens suoceeded in disarming thelr guaris. .They ‘-‘L'-

b then hid in.a barn nnd'wa1tcd for the advanclng Amer;van fOrCEOo_ o

‘ S n, All three Amerioans were extremely generous in praising their Wh
.‘Germ&n,guards. ‘The Lieutenant stated thet the guards: saved their: lives:on
'qumerons codaslions by protecting ‘them from other Germans with murderous
“intent, It was stated thet the guards ghared their 1limited .luxuries '
'-ith the American prisonera even prior 'bo the German withdrawal. :

. aptain, Inf‘antry,
_OIG, IPW Team No." 11.
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CHAPTER 24

The Falaise Pocket Surprise

A report dated August 9, 1944, predicted what would become known as the
Battle of the Falaise Pocket—which began a few days later near the city of Falaise,
France—but it didn’t predict the huge Allied victory that actually occurred.

One (quite convoluted) sentence in the report said, “But the enemy’s troops
in this sector [near Alengon] and round VIRE and DOMFRONT will if they are not
extricated be caught in a pincer whose jaws are the Canadians striking towards
FALAISE and the Americans striking northwards from LE MANS.”

[t added that the Germans tended to extricate their men at the last minute, and
the Allies’ possibility of trapping the Germans hinged on making them miss their
window of opportunity.

The report continued in a more pessimistic tone: “It is probable however that
most of the [German] armour [sic] will be urgently needed in the FALAISE sector, and
our chances of trapping it are slight.”

Read the report:
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On ar front we took 25 PW from twelve different campanies of 276. ana.'
_ 277 Divo, intluding reinforcaments that had left PARIS on 7 Augs The imtor-
. _div boundary seams to run approx along the stremm 852442 to 870420 with
. 31/986 GR 276 Div imediatoly VEST. of this line and I/990 GR 277 Div
iimediotoly EAST. Our Inf Div advenced practically along tho join of 276
and 277 %o rcoch o point just NORTH of TRGMBLAY 8641, Further WEST the
SUR LE MONT fooature was ceptured end P¥ {oken from 1/986 GR. Enemy swvty
. was again active and included air-bursts along the PINCON ridge. Only
"NORTH of TREMBLAY has the cnemy had to fzll back any apprecloble distance
towards his possiblc shorter line (ORNE at 912512 - Pt 266 8850 - Pt 229
8459 = Pt 235 8536 thence SW) covering COMDE SUR NOIRBAU., He is still o
_strong-on Pt 172 8946 and SOUTH of the stresm running.BAST fram thore to tho
ORNE; and he is clinging to LASSY 7959 with II/192 PGR and to BSTRY 7437
» | with PGR HOHENSTAUFEN of 9 SS Pz. HOHSNSTAUFEN have been particularly -
%ough, their only rcloxstion yesterday being to yield up a Russian deserter
who welked into our lines in a sports coat and o top hat. But tho enemyla
4roops in this gector and round VIRE and IXEFRONT will if they are not
_ extricdtod be caught in a pincer whose jaws arc the Canadiens ctrliing '

" towards PALAISE ond the Anericans striking Northwerds fram IE LANS; it is
‘not, howovaer, Geman practice $o extricate before the oleventh hour and on
our ability to confuse the Germans as to what really is the eloventh howr
“-post our chances of oncireling a sizosble force. It is probsble however .,
that most of tho amour will be urgently needed in tho FALAISS soctar, a.nﬂ, .

-

. oar chances of trapping it orc slight. -
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CHAPTER 25

A German Officer Offers Information

A report on August 10, 1944, told the story of a captured German officer who
volunteered information about his unit to American interrogators. He ended his
statement by saying, “You must think it very wrong for an officer to give information
which is likely to prejudice the safety of his comrades, but today I am only concerned

with seeking every possible means of bringing the war to a speedy end for the good
of mankind in general.”

Read the report:

Note: The report uses the abbreviation “coys” for “companies.” A full-strength
Wehrmacht company consisted of 100 to 200 men.
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;- Consequently the onemy has been withdrawing between the ORNE andthe” -
LAIZR. Yesterdsy an offr PW fran 27L Fus Bn volunteercd the informatioan that his -
Bon had taken part in the counterattack of 8 Aug end had suffered such hy =
casusltics that it might.bo considered destroyeds  He said that in the lator e o

‘i gtages he was camanding a campositc forco, fram two coys, vhich totalled anly oy

' 20 ren. . He ended his ctatoments by saying "You must think it very woong for an

offr to give inform

_ ation which is likely to prejudice the safoty of his canrados, o
. but today I am only concerned with secking every possible me

ans_of bringing the | '
~-war to a speedy cnd for the goold of merking in generals — = -~ = -~ NN
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CHAPTER 26

German Soldiers’ Morale:
Slowly Declining

In August 1944, Allied intelligence experts found that as the Germans’
battlefield defeats added up, their soldiers’ fighting spirit began to weaken.

“The growing fear of Russia, their desire to get back to their families is
becoming more and more evident,” they wrote on August 10, 1944. “Their realization
that the war will end soon (not admitting necessarily a German defeat) seems to
make the Germans think before capture that captivity is preferable to death, and
undermines their will to fight. This is particularly so with the older men, whose
numbers are increasing. ... [On the other hand,] the Germans mostly still believe that
the V weapons will decide the war. They refuse to admit that it is mostly bluff and
insist there must be something in it. So long as hope remains there will be some fight
in the German soldier”

Read the report:
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Horale aof I’W talcen durm= gresent b-sttle

7y T The norale of a P after capture d::.ffers fran h:z.s morale 'beforo capture
_Tha‘t would seem to be an cbvious statement, but errors in judgement of morale can
easily be made, if it is not appreciated tha‘b the low marale of the P¥ when .
interrogated is due to his realising in most cases cnly after cgggturo the futility
of further fighting, It is thc sight of the cnormous rescrves -of materisl which
they see during their journey within captivity that provokes that very nopular
phrase "Die Materialuberlegenhelt igt Kolossal“ ' ‘

The follomng is an attempt to measure, -in terms of"!Ehe "'?111 to P:.gh't“
the enenv's rnorale, 'beforo and during the prescnt 'ba‘.:tlc, listed. a.cccn-dmg to ﬁn:ns

i (a) 226 Inf D:.v. o P’fxf of 326 Inf Div consisted moe 'I'.].J of very" expememed. -
. 8oldiers, sme with as much as two years servicc in RUSSIA and some
several times wounded. Pramised that their sector of the front would be
quiet, they were therefore campletely overvhelmed vhen attackeds - Thoir =
. "1l to Fight" however, would appear to have bcen good., but the cho:.ce was
S between caaplete ammihilation or surrender. The number of deserters was ,
e amzll, end it is difficult to say how many would have deserted had there _ \‘f
o '-been a choigces The offrs and. l\K}OS cn? the div were good end. popxﬂ.ur. Eppcl ;
in 'I:he:l.r sector vras excellent, ~ . - ) : R

m(’b) 21 Pz Div_~ The morale of the 21°'Pz Div may best be descr:.bed. a8~ . =

derment. Reduced by the hy fighting nr CAEN, the survivars were 3
L et anly reinforced by Russians and personnel f£ram 16 GAF Div, whose morale

: ; Ve :}qx—e*d.stent.. cmsequen'hly their "Will %o Figh'b" was. ve!y 107:-
9 88 Pz Div - ' The morale of the 9 SS Pz Div pers mnel was hlbh, but had b
~been reduced sanevhat by the confusion which reigned in the German lines, .. -
' .Units of the, aiv had no ¢ontact with onc another, and conseious 21l the ‘;
-{*i::nne of thelr prenous hy Yosses, thelr "gill to P:z.gh’“" suffered in .~ -
. consequences , The mixture of Russians in 19 and 20 35 PGRo does not: a.ppear fj
'I;o heavo :i‘fected ‘i:he G—emam' “'*’a’:lll to I‘:.ght" but G:Lcl cauze thm to reconsider

'

: n ¢ , the Chﬂmﬂ" - Of -- qn.-o-.l ..:7/5 ‘,',

s Lt iy ‘.-.I,I"‘ . ’ ;.,.',,:, .’-“' "“I".‘"

Continued on Next Page
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Continued from Previous Page

) AT

(a) ara Tps ~ The moralc of the PW frcn tha pavd” B’ wos cirious, Their
~vAllingness to fight was reasongbly high, but they were, generally

- speaking, untrained tps. Consequently vhile "Willing to Fight" the
‘results ach:.eved wm:'e p:.tn.full_f bad.

t‘he"ahames c’f‘ driving us fran FRANCE.

o (e) 2 Pz iJiv - Only & fow P were taken and 'I:ho:.r mcmlo wes 'I;hc highest §0.
e far emmmtcred in I‘RAR

(f} Artz Bns (GHQ m ' Tes0 Tns proaucea d:.a:.llus:.med tps vhose
G :.ni’orn.or:.ty af arty 'both in waight and shell they readily admitteds, -

. Generally spen]’:mg 3 'Lhcrefore their “W:Lll to Pight?, wh:Lch is the main -
oiht about marale, is still fairly high. But there are signs of weakonirg '

The ‘groving fcar of RUSSIA, 'the:n.r desire to: get back to their fsm:l.liOs
is beccmn.nu more and more evidente . Their realisation that the war will end soon . -
(not adnitting necessarily a German dcPeat) seams to moke the Germans think before
- capture that. captinty is prefersble to death, and undemiines their will to f:.gh‘!:.
.’ -Th:l.s is particularly so *ul'l:h the older Inen, who..;c nunbem aa:-e :l.ncrea.s:l.ng.

; . On the other hand, rarely does the’ bcmbmg oi‘ their hano towns appear
- %o affc.ct the soldiers' morole, The Gormans mostly still believe that the V-
weegpons will docide the war, Thay refusé to admit that it is mostly bluff and.

insist there must be sanetm in it. So long as hope remains thora will ‘oe :
sane fight in the Geman soldier, ‘

A : e 6y (Sourceo 8 Gcrps Interrogabim 'Ieam)
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: “7th Armored Division Intelligence Summary No. 61.” 10 August 1944 P.
932.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 27

Germans Say U.S. Soldiers
‘Violated Law’

A captured German intelligence report accused Americans of violating
international law on Sept. 27, 1944, when a group of 10 or 11 U.S. soldiers in German
uniforms allegedly gained entry to a German position.

“... [A] severe violation of international law has been committed,” says the report,
“with the purpose of misleading the German troops in an unfair manner.”

Three months later, the Germans did the same thing on a much larger scale in
“Operation Greif” at the Battle of the Bulge. See Chapter 53 for a complete discussion
of the Battle of the Bulge and Operation Greif.

Read the whole story:
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(4. Captured Documents. _ '

‘ALl captured enenmy insignia or documents are to be forwarded to Uivision-
. &l G-25 at once. The same procedure is to employed in the case of captured weapons,
unless they can be put to use at once by frontline troops. '
(5. Breach of International Laws by American Troops.

The followlng facte are published for general acknowledgement and for
the purposa of inatructlons to troops: ‘

e Ythin the Amy Goup sector Anerican troops have viclated an iniamationv' -
al law. 1% is Jummaberial, vhother the soldier responsiblo, euployed a Gormen PW un-

der force, or ar fmorican, Cormanespecking soldier, drossed in Cepman uniform.

Cn 27 Sept bhy ot about 2130 a group of 10-il men appeared under cover of

darkness ot onc of our CP's. Tha officsrs and EM. presoent 2t the (P idontified the
group as Gorman soldisrs and ~chod them: "Whore are you zoing?" A soldlier, dressed
in a Cerman vnifom, leading the group, answered in fluent Germans "De not shoot,,

- 1 am bringing come priscncrs.” loreaiter Ltho approaching group daployed and pointid _

‘thelr guna at tho Germen officers end EM fiom a distance of abont 2+3 meters. At
"that point, the group wes definitely identifisd to ba American soldiers and were _
challenged to fight. ' : ' " ' :

v - The Gomman scldier, precsding %he group-.of Anericans, was over the distance
of two fool clearly idantified as wearing a Cerman soldiers uniform. It is to be
assuzed, that Ghis soldinr had.been coptuved by the Americans previously and had
‘been forced into this undertaking. ' 4 ,
e The possibility, f.hat the scldier in question was Ameriean ir German uni-
form, maat also bo considercd.. A% eny rate, & severs viclation of international law

has been committed, withthe purpose of mislesding the Gemman troops in an unt\air‘ i

mannsy.,

PPN - SR =

ok
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 79th Infantry Division, “G-2 Periodic Report,” 29 November
1944. P. 304.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 28

Second Thoughts

The diary of a captured German sergeant who fought on both the Eastern
and Western Fronts showed a man who fought for his country, but with some second
thoughts:

“Sept’44 - NORWAY: ... I pray day and night that God will let me see the day when
I can do my share in constructive work for this world [ have been helping to destroy
since 1938 ...

“Oct ‘44 - DENMARK: ... I feel like an old man, today - not in years but in spirit.
[ should not have seen all the things I have seen. ... I should be madly in love right
now with the most beautiful girl I know, and here I am trying to kill some other girl’s
beloved or some innocent children’ s father. That is civilization! ..”

Read more:
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‘_“Helnz FRICK, who appeared in the Firgt US Infantry Division Cage - =
 on 26 November, In some ways the priSoner is typical of what has f L
' -happened to the small free-thinking segment of the German popula— ‘

. his own propaganda) with an open mind, yet he is unable or unwill~- "
©  ing, to act upon what he believes, In Germany there is no such. =
" thing as a conscientious objector, On the contrary, the sergeant -
. Ffought skilfully and hard and only his diary revealed that he was.
o a.ny*bh::.ng other than a hard-boﬂed and det.ermlned Lanserf

o .béqu wounded and I tried to get him back to the aid-station, "4A-
' majorts car drove up and I stopped it, but the bastard refused to.
I spoke to the regimental CO about it and he will investigate the

-_'_;place. o oo

__wor'b}w of a QUISLING""". = ; -

' Germany have been fighting for their liberty and the géal has nev-m*

. satisfied and we had another war in 191k,  Is it we who are ‘bring- i
‘ing all this misery to the world or could it be the English? ,e.e

- f".-tn.onallsm is the equivalent of British Imperialism and for the .
 Americans it must be the "United" part of their United States. T -
- think America has enormous possibilities; it has proven it during

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

I saw

The follom.ng ext.racts were translated from 'hhe diary of Sgt

tion, It is apparent that he approaches every'bhmg (including

‘Dec 'h3 - RUSSIA: o+ . . . the sold:l.er from my platoon was

take the soldier because he might get the upholstery blood¥ieeees

case, but will he have the courage? There must be justice soma

: Feb 'hh NORWAI& ¢ s o @ Th:l.s world is reaJJ.y going to -

L ':lp:leces. Here I am in a little-Norwegian cafe talking to a Norweg-"‘_.r,,‘ :
" "ian volunteer in the German forces, He openly calls QUISLING a
__traitor to his country, yet he himself wants to fight to preserve - i

the Aryan race from Bolshevism, Now I ask myself, how can a trai-
tor represent Germany and the German caude? Is ‘QUISLING unworthy. -
of Germany or could it be that Gemany has become low enough to be_.‘ -

June 'Ll - NORWAY: , . . Since the war of 1812 the people of

er been reached, - Even after Wthe victory of 1870" we were not

I am trying not to fall for our propaganda, which also has its neo-.

“essary part in warfare, but I will try to.judge apart from pol:.'bics.
~ Does the world still recognize German Nationalism as separate from

Hitlerism? I am beginning to doub% it, but-for myself German Na-

the last decades. Come to think of it, Roosevelt can't be so very )

© bad. For Mr. Goebbels naturally, he :ts a Jew, How s:.llyl But
-' ,Gennany belleves it all Why donlt wake up". e

PRNE

Continued on Next Page
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Contmued from Prev10us Page

,,_,;:;,Sept "-llt NORWAY. e I pray day and night tha.t God wﬂl} .
1ot me see the day when I can do my share in constructive work for ..
‘this world I have been helping to destroy since 1938. I have been -
destroying Russians mostly and I don't like them - neither do they
like us{ Fumny, I like Marx and I could read his books whenwe - =~
were still able to buy them and understand the Russians' problems, =~ = .

%hg:.dn"o have to like i'b. Today we k:.ll each other and settle :I.t. (e

t W'ayo R

- Dct'hh DENLLARK.....Ifeellikeanoldmm,today—
not in years but in spirit. I should not have seen all the things -

I have seen; they are blinding for young people, I should be madly

in love rlght now with the most beautiful girl I kmow, and here I 0
am trying to kill some other girlts beloved or some innocent chil- L
dren's father, That is civilization} Hurrah, the 20th century is -
here, it neednt't hurryl There was nothing we m:.ssed. o.0 @ -

. _Pn route to AACHEN Sector, Oct *bliz o o o » T am going to. the
fron‘b. The train continues its monotonous rythm, I am going 'bo-
wards the front, I will meet my fate. Will I get away al:l.ve?
What. have T 'bo look forward to'> Is it mrthwhﬂe? oo e
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports,
June-November 1944.” PP. 126-127

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 29

The Surrender of Aachen

On October 21, 1944, Aachen became the first German city to surrender to
the Allies. After his surrender, Col. Gerhard Wilck, German commander of Aachen,
said German officers were keeping up the fight against the Allies because they were
fearful of retribution against their families in Germany.

Wilck cited an example that occurred after failed attempt to kill Adolf Hitler
with a bomb at his headquarters on July 20, 1944. An excerpt from his interrogation:
“... He had positive knowledge, he said, that every single member of the families of
the officers connected with the August [sic] putsch against Hitler had been wiped
out. As a close friend of [Field Marshal Erwin] von Witzleben, reputedly the leader of
the cabal, he corresponded frequently with both von Witzleben and his family. After
the Colonel’s [editor’s note: the writer meant Field Marshal] execution, all letters to
the family were returned marked “Address Unknown.” Later, Colonel Wilck learned
from mutual friends that the entire family had been executed. ...”

Read more about Wilck’s surrender,; his message to German troops, and the story
of the Nazis’ revenge on families:
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A column of German prisoners marches out of Aachen.

U.S. Signal Corps photo
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Part 1: The Surrender Documents

I, Colonel GERHARD W]I.CK, comander of t.he Gemm ganﬂ.m ¥
: ‘__‘of A_ACHm, Germany, -hereby surrender as of this hour, all troopsy .
-arms, materiel, and fortifications under my command to-the United
——States “Arfy, it being -agreed that all-said- troops will be ‘treated .
;i=as pnsoners of. war, L:Lkevn.se the med:.cal personnel, S1ck, -and

rman Soldlers o

. ‘This is. a pa::.nful occaq:.on on whzch i must speak
ve been forced. to surrender, as ammnition, food, and water are
exhausted, I have seen that further fighting would be useless., I
have acted agalnst my orders which direct that T mould fisht to - o
‘the last man, A% this time I wish to remind you that you are Ger- i
~man soldiers.and to ask that you will always behave ns suchs I .- .
- wish you all the best of health and a quick return to our Father-
“1and when hostilities have ceased so that you may help in-the re-
building of Germdny. The American commander has told me that I -
“cannpt give you the "seig Hell" or “He:.l H:.tler“ but w2 can st,i.l, g
do:.t:.nourhearts - ‘ o

- h. Colonel WILCK was then evacuatad 1o the 26th ]nfantry |
Pr:.saner of War Cage. -A member of his staff with a member of the
‘staff of ‘the.3d Battalion, 26th Infantry, then went into the enemy
lines and began gathering up ‘small -groups which had not yeb heard
“of the surrender. Several hunired more pnsoners ﬁere rataared up
.in’ this manner, . = . : _

ANVEX. 45 .
,.u.ng G‘fflcpr Battle - mup &AGIB“&!)

Infmtry Division and ex OfflClO Gormand an* of the cltv oi‘ hAGHF'N,.
o surrendered the city and its defenders to the 1st 1.S. Infantry.
Division on 21 October, is an inadvertent spokesmen for  the con=-
fused loyalties which motivate m<.ny of tha (erman officers now
passing through. our prisoner of war cages, As 2 soliier of 279
years‘ experience and discipline, he. ohPW'i orders from hipher
eechelon.. vn.thout questlon of. d.(’fal;lu. Cn thn ‘other: ha.nd he 'as

Contmued on Next Page
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Continued from Previous Page

| “weIl aware of the military futility of many of these orders and '
| appreciated the dismal situation of the German army today as'a =~
|- product of the rattle-brained strategy of his Commander-in-chief, . =~
i Hi‘bler' The climax of this conflict came yesterday when the © - :

1=+ -Colonel, after two hours interrogation at the prisoner of war cage,””
Kol lttg into tears while discussing the present position of Germany = -
e alo MR R - e o s

.+ 2. In spite of his emotlonal collapse, Colonel WILCK remain- -
.t . ed secure, so far as military information was concerned, refusing ~ - -
.} to give the location, identification or composition of other units

.{  on his sector of the front, He was, however, perfectly willing to
~1  discuss his defense of AACHEN, According to his record, this is
~| “+the story of that defense. Lt. Col. LYHERR, the officer who turn- .

ed down the ultimatum for the surrender of the city, was relieved

of .command Shortly after the ultimatum was served, Colonel WILCK

did not know the reasons for the relief, but observed wryly that = . .

it was probably effected in order to decoraté LYHERR for retreat-
| ing slowly and skillfully or to cashier him for retreating at all,
1" In any case, Colonel WILCK, as commander of the 2L6th Division, the -
~"\ main holding force in the city, was given both civilian and mili-  °'°
", tary command of the city, He entered the city alone, leaving the = .

i rest of his division staff at the command post northeast of . = ... . .-
. | WORSELEN, on the afternoon of 11 October. Colonel WILCK knew very .
"] well that in taking command of the city he had been handed the e
| dirty end of the stick; two days later, in fact, he radioed his. . -~ .-
Corps headquarters advocating surrender, or as an alternate, fighte - v
ing his troops out of the city by the northeast, a course which had -
- a chance at the time, He was turned dovn flatly on both counts.- . . =
When asked why he had not surrendered the city at the time anyway - ..
instead of waiting eight days to do just that, he replied stiffly
! that his conscience, plus 28 years' servigce, plus the prospect of ' .

1 a generalship, forbade it. He added that he had been ordered to = i
‘hold to the last man, and that the order to take over the city had ..
come directly from the Fuehrer's headquarters. In any case, after ' - -
' { his suggestion to surrender had been rejected, Colonel WILCK got 25
" down to the business of defending the city as best he could, The - " ...
..'i forces at his disposal consisted for the most part of elements of ..

1 the three regiments of his division: . the LOlth Regiment in the . -
-~ \ north, the 689th Regiment in the south and the 352d in the east,
~ - 1TIn addition there were several. other make-shift units, like Battlew.
. \Group Rink, 2 machine gun fortress battalion and a replacement - ~ "7
. \battalion, The force was not as imposing as it sounds: the 689th -
~ lRegiment was composed exclusively of old men and cripples, and.the - -
- "1352d Regiment had already been decimated in the fighting, ~(The. . .
‘Hob was completed, except for a half-dozen headquarters officers, = ..
grmg the siege). Colonel WILCK set \p his headquarters in the - *
uellenhof Hotel, where a considerable supply of food and ammuni- -
tion had been stored. Shortly after the ultimatum was served on i
+ the city on 17 October, fighter-bombers and self-propelled 155s

" ‘madé the Quellenhof untenable, and the command post was moved o a. _..:
. bunker on the northeast edge of the city. . Previously on 15 October..
. the last supplies had reached the'city,and]ﬁhe_last_wounded,jﬁ‘f

Conti'hued onNext Pd:éé
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Continued from Previous Page

- evacuated, From here Colonel WILCK conducted the rest of his re- -
. ‘treat until the.morning of 21 October, when his daily strength re~ -
~ports showed a total-of no more than 500 men, and his ration and " -
-.ammunition returns indicated that the city could last no longer . . | i .
~than six hours. During the entire operation Colonel WILCK was in .} =~
~ radio communication with his Corps headquarters, Just prior to - | -~
" the surrender, however, he ordered the radio set dismantled with- ~ | -
- out telling Corps of his decision to give up. (Although Colonel * .'f . -
. WILCK's strength reports showed only 500 men, nearly 1 prisoners i -
“were taken from the city after the surrender; the balance had-bew - §: = -
. ‘come lost, cut off, or had just quit and gone into hiding). Asked |
why he had not informed his headquarters of the surrender of the .
...city, Colonel WILCK replied that with no word from him, Corps R
- would presume him killed in action, and therefore not responsible | /" .|
. for the defection, "I wish I had been killed", he added, "It is = .. ‘
s0ifficult for a German officer of 28 years' service to endwp in  _}'
g prison cage". (It was noted, however, that before his evacuation } .. . =
‘to the rear from Division the Colonel was again back on his feet ~ | -
and perking up considerably). L ' P e

.. 3. “Colonel WILCK admitted that the American strategy of fore- . { .
?.ng the city from the east was very effective., Originally, whem - 4 . .-
~ plang -for the defense of AACHEN were discussed, it was assumed that . :|. -
the main assault would come from the south, As it was, the German . §. = .
- dispositions were fixed, during the day at least, by constant air -t . .
..-cover over the city. The chief shock to the defenders, Colonel
. WILCK said, came from the self-propelled 155s, and tanks. The =~ -
- Colonel spoke with considerable consternation of the 155mm self- ' -
_.propelled riflessy A shell from one of them, he said, pierced three .
‘houses. completely before exploding and wrecking a fourth, In fact, -
- the Colonel was pretty well dismayed at the vast amount and mechan-
. ical excellence of all American materiel, Identification of the
 American divisions closing on AACHEN. had been made some time be- - | *
" fore the final assault began, He had no previous experience with |
.- the First Division but his adjutant, who had dealings with the -t = .-
. Division in Africa, had assured him that it was a tough nut indeed . l¢

"and probably the best division in the American Army.

s, Tt was while discussing the dissimilar situations of the . . 77
-+ pmerican and German armies that an emotional catharsis overtook the - .-
“Colonel, The fabric of the German Army, he said, is disintegrating
~-at an ever-increasing rate.. The most critical shortage exists in = "7
" officer material, Not only do present organizations suffer from
= thig lack but. there is no prospect of improvement., As for the. o
‘- quality of the troops, the Colonel pointed out that one -only has to
' consider the 689th Regiment of his division, all of which was.
. _physically unfit for combat, The picture of the home front is no
- brighter; Germany is being run by a group of ruthless civilians who-
- have not the slightest concern for the welfare of the German people,
.- The military value of the defense of AACHEN--to permit time for
construction of defenses before COLOGNE--was vastly outweighed by .
' the Party value of the defense—to stave off the.civilian convic-.

tion that no'city in Germany was safe from eventual e}j'ssau];t.f.‘l"‘." o

iy A A
15

UL

ISR

Continued on Next Page
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Cannuedfhnn[Wewouquge

= 5 I;.Lke aeveral offlcers before h:.m, Colonel 1’TILCV exprpssed-
R w:l.l".l.:!.ngness to. assist the Americans in a aquick conclusion of the-
" war, except Tor one factor, his fear of reprisals on his family in
- Germany, He had positive knowledge, he said, that every single .
. member of the families of the of ficers connected ‘with the august -
_.'putsch against Hitler had been wiped out. As a close friend of
von WITZLEBEN, reputedly the leader of-the cabal, he corresponaed
) frequent.ly vuth both von WITZLEREN and his family. After the o
‘Colonel's execution, all letters to the family were returned mark= . -
_ed "Address Unknown", Later Colonel WILCK learned from mmutusl =~ .
‘friends that the entire family had been executed. The only cement'
'which holds many (German officers in place is fear, he said, not-’

“.only for their own lives, bu‘b of reorlsals agamst. the::.r i‘am:u.l:.es
~at HII!MLER'S hands. : - :

6y At the dep'bhs of his ciasl:\ondenc;t,r Colone]. 'ILGK admltted
that Germany was washed.up., . The ®y® weanons, upcm which German- - =
propaganda leans so heavily, can be no more than harassing weapons, .
\ge% no.effect in the final outcome, "Only America can save us, as .
I don't. believe in miracles any longer, he said. He was asked if - -
~ German resistance, then, was nearly at low ebb, and the old con-
. flict of military discipline and rational thmklnr cropped up .
~ againi’ "Even if you surround them in pockets, the German soldier’
‘ *m,ll f:u.ght t.o ’ohe end to- ca.rmr out. thp Fuehrer's orders" he said.
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Part 2: The Revenge Order

A week before Wilck’s surrender, Generalmajor Knut Eberding, commander
of the German 64th Infantry Division, which was fighting in Holland, issued an
order that civilian authorities in Germany will be told of any deserter and the
deserter’s “next-of-kin will be looked upon as enemies of the German people.” The
order’s last paragraph: “This order is to be read to all troops by 1500 hours and
reported, and as soon as read to all troops, at once destroyed.”

7:-.:_‘Very Top Secret.'

TN recentl; captured order i‘rom the other end of the front—--‘on
.. ..deserters is signed by EBERDING, the commander of. &l Infantry -

. ‘Division who is known to have been sti11 with his troops in the
-~ BRESKENS bridgehead on 13 0ctober. The order is translated as

- . ‘follows: - I ‘ :
S Dl VERY TOP SEGRET

111 Oc‘t.ober Wy

- Since 1t has happened t.hat in many platooris soldlers of- the j' .
‘German Army have given themselves. up (deserted) to the enemy, and -
"7’ because this is a condition which cannot be tolerated, since we -
. mmist hold the bridgehead on ‘the SCHELDE WEST in order ‘to hinder: the
e .‘enemy*s advance towards ANTWERP and gain time for the homeland to
- prepare for a satisfactory conclusion of the war I hereby cormmand
~ that in cases where the names of deserters are ascertained, their,
‘names will be made knovm to the edvilian population at home and
. their next-of-kin will be looked upon as enemies of the Cerman '
- people, I order all company commanders to carry out this order in
' strictest manner and to see that thelr own orders are ce.rried out-,
..at the. poin‘o of a gun if necessary ~

e | This- order is to be read to all troops by 1500 hours and
o por'bed, and as soon as read ’oo all troops, a’o once destroyed.

' .(‘Source-' srm'i' Weekly Intell:.gence ‘
Sumna.ry #32)
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CHAPTER 30

Aachen: ‘As Dead As A Roman Ruin’

On October 20, 1944, Army Lt. Robert G. Botsford toured the bombed-out
streets of Aachen—the first German city to fall to the Allies—and described it in his
report:

“The city is as dead as a Roman ruin, but unlike a ruin it has none of the grace
of gradual decay. The end of Aachen came so suddenly and so completely that it is
now of no historic interest except as an object lesson in the power and application of
modern warfare.”

Read the full report:
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Ty

SCOMNNEX e
" (The City of AACHEN)

" The following report on the present condition of AACHEN, sub- | ;.
mitted by Lt, ROBERT G. BOTSFORD.of the G-2 Section, is based on &2 .

~ four hour survey of the city on the afternoun of 20 October b, |

.. 1. The customary terms in figuring damage to a building~ . |
. jonetary value or a detailed inventory of the wreckage-—cannot be ..° f..
7 applied even in extension to the city of AACHEN as it now prancel

A

Continued on Next Page
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= at‘ber twalve days o:f.‘ assault. by hombing and artillery 'I’he cit.y

.18 as dead as a Roman ruin, but unlike a ruin it has none of the

- grace of gradual decay, The end of AACHEN came So-suddenly and so'

"';conple'bely that it is now of no historic interest ‘except as an

‘object -lesson in the power and application of modern warfare. 'fﬁ'é’-;'_”’
. products of more recent civilization have only increased the dis~

i ~ aster,. Burst sewers, broken gas mains and dead animals have raised -

- an almost overpowering smell in many parts of the city. The straets
. are paved with shattered glass; telephone,-electric light and trol-
.~ ley cables are dangling and netted together everywhere, and in many

Places wrecked ca:cs, t.rucks, armored - veh:t.cles and guns litter the
~_st.reet.s. B .

- Most of ‘the st.ree'ba of AAC?IE:N are mpa.ssable ’ except on

- "foot; many of the narrower alleys are impassable by any means &b

all, A few of the main thoroughfares are still open to vehicular . =~
- traffic, chiefly because they are wide enough to permit passage S
around buildings which have sprawled into the street. Although it
~is true that some sections of the city have suffered less than -
‘others, comparison can only be set in terms of damaged or destroyed. : .

~+'In a tour through four-fifths of the city, not one building was 2

. observed which had been untouched by blast at least, and many: sec-" e

‘" 4tions, of course, had been piled into shapeless rubble by satura-
-~ tion bombing. It is hard to estimate how much of the damage now

" evident was caused by air raids before the land assault on the city.
‘began because many bui].d:mgs which had been left only shells were ,
‘completely knocked over in the last ten days. A rough figure, how-
ever, would be about 60%. 0ddly enough, several sections (the . . ° .
‘eastern end of Adelbertstein Way, for instance) which were untouch— )
ed in the recent battering, were completely gutted by earlier raids, .
Grass is already sprouting up in the rubble inside the walls of /
‘these buildings, Much of the litter in the streets in this area T

" was caused by the fact that the Germans had made somewhat listless

efforts to repair earlier raid damage, or at least sweep it out of .

" the way, Piles of debris have been shored up along the gutters

" of the Munster- Cathedral is a case in point, Although only one .

e

without much method. In one place on the Adelbertstein Way an
~ automobile has been buried under the rubble by a street ‘clearing . .
~ erew too harried to take time to remove it.( ‘Vegetation is already -
growing in the upholstery. In some cases t}xe Germans attempted -
- full-scale repairs on isolated build:_ngs. A house in the v:.ci.nit'y e

wall is now -standing,,a three-sided scaffolding had been erected
and piles of new bricks indicate that the work was well in progress-
when the last. crusher came, These buildings in the center of tom -
~ which were not hit directly have suffered from blast; théy look as - -
- though they had been picked up, shaken vigorously and slapped domn . .
into place again. In most cases the roofs have peeled off and the
“floors have caved in, In general, the buildings which have stood
up best are those built in the weighty Victorian period iike the .
Deutches bank on Ursuliner Street and the newly erected state
‘buildings like the town library and local courthouse, Nearly ail
of the older and “p:.cturesqua“ part. of the city has ceased to:

Contmued on Next Page

121




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Continued from Previous Page

2.3, ‘Destruction of historic and ecclesiastic monuments was in- - .
- ‘evitable, Only one church of the half dozen seen was in any shape = )
at all, and that was possibly the ugliest church in AACHEN, St. .
. sJoseph's, Damage to the great Munster Cathedral ‘on Munsterplatz,
- however, is probably more apparent than real, All the stained - -
- glass windows, of course, are shattered, but since these were onty =
. installed in the middle of the 19th Century, the loss is not irre- .=
© parable, The vault over the main altar of the church appears to -
"be firm, in spite of one direct artillery hit which pierced the . - -
groining, The main entrances to the church had been baffled by "
- .brick walls against blast damage; these appeared to have been ef- . .
- fective for the interior of the Cathedral, although covered™with -~ |
 dust and plaster from the ceiling, is in good shape. It is evident
. that the Cathedral was shaken by previous bombings; most of the '
- main pillars supporting the arches have been reinforced, The cen= . .
“tral court and graveyard have been uprooted and taken over by a -
 flock of chickens, all of which feel equally at home inside the -~ . -
church and hop through the broken casements at will, From discard-
©  ed pieces of equipment and traces of food, it is apparent that Ger-
. man soldiers have been living in the Cathedral. Other old build- . -
" 4ngs in the near vicinity of the Cathedral have not fared so well,
" The town hall diréctly to the north has been hit repeatedly and the
steel framework of its spire has collapsed and is hanging over the =
- edge of the roof, This building is still slowly falling apart, and - -
pieces of masonry give way every time a gun is fired nearby. ot .
st, Foillan's just west of “the Cathedral there remains nothing but
a‘AS'pire andtwo 'Walls._. ' ; : : s mTEE -

© . l. If the damage to the church section of AACHEN is severe,
" 4% is mothing compaved to the destruction evident in the palatial \
= .lay part of the city-—along Manheims Allee and the Quellenhof Hotell

 and Spa, This is the elegant residential section of the city and .

. of imposing and heavy mansions which line the boulevard there is
' hardly one which has not been blown apart and collapsed., The strip
 of park between the two lanes of the boulevard has been pocked and -

. cratered, trees have been snapped off at the trunk, and medics are -

‘gtill carrying off German dead laid on the beaten grass, The dead
. horse in front of the portecochere of the Quellenhof has very ob- ~ .-
" viously been there for several days. The Quellenhof is a vast,

- sprawling and luxurious building where a simple room and bath, with —
' megls, cost the equivalent of $16 a day, according to the price
~ 1iat still hanging on the bedroom doors. Adolf Hitler stayed at .
the hotel on his visits to AACHEN, and it was military headquarters -
. for the AACHEN disttict until the fighter-bombers arrived.. The ‘
"~ main lobby now is a maelstrom of discarded German clotning, weapons,. -
" “food, and troken furniture, The red brocade wall hangings have . _
éen pealed off, either by blast or by Germans looking for blankets,

" Not one of the oil paintings of hunting scened in the main reading

- .- iroom has fewe? than a half dozen bullet holes in it,' The gilt -

. ‘frescos on the pillars-supporting the ceiling have been chipped off -

- -wand several pillars have been snapped by fire which blew a gaping - . .
" hole in the west wall of the building., Upstairs ‘the curtaing, va= ..

lences and hangings of all the §16 bedrooms havy been: torn and . . .

| .Cohtinue'dion. Next Paéé
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draped acroas the rooms' the p:lpmp for ’oo:i.lets, washba.s:.ns, baths :
. .-.and towel-warmers in the $16 bathrooms has been broken and twiste .
©ed, Many of the ceilings have collapsed, and only rarely does a: -
" -patch of the basic thick red carpet in the hal]_.s appear t.hrough
e ‘t.he plle of dust and- plastgr. LR S

r___— 5. ‘There is tac:.t evidence that the cn.villans who elec‘bed. to
rema.:m in AACHEN during the final days of the assault made desper= "
Fea jat.e efforts to get away from the terror, Ordinary air-raid shelt-
- ers, designed for a temporary stay until the all-clear, were packed

. :-. to overflowing by civilians who moved into them permanently, if t.h

- pile of personal belongings left behind can be believed., Most of -
... - ‘hem, however, rocked by the blast, leaked badly and are now a .‘
. foot deep in water., In many places in tovmn civilians érected 'bem-
. porary sheds in the streets out of.the debris lying everywhere.

" -These sheds were protectlon against nothing but the rain, but ba- B
i .cause of lack of roofs in the city, getting out of the rain at all”
‘. was an achievement,  The most imposing shelters were the air-raid . .

" “‘bunkers constructed by the government--—four story buildings of . - °.
 S0lid cement with no windows and only limited ventilation through .

‘. three-inch pipes. Civilians were packed into these, along with a.ll ‘
""" their belongings until not another one could be squeezed in, To- - R
.. day the shelters show the anpalllng conditions under which the "
. civilians lived during the siege. There was no electricity, and

2. _gince the walls were absolutely sealed off to light, ¢ candles and
" lanterns were the only lights possible night or day. The water '-'_ i
- system collapsed early and any practical form of sanitation was..
' impossible. The stench produced by the lack of sanitation, over-
| 7 crowding and strictly limted ventllat.ion is. understanda.bly
i e ‘nauseatlng. : Ly (il fgenere

e L b There is no question that AM}}EI\' ai'ter ‘the tottermg
N --=bu11d:|.ngs have been demolished by the engineers and after the .
1 rubble has been bulldozed off the main thoroughfares, w:.ll -equ

Lo, ‘any' of the destroyed *bowns and: nllages in Normandy
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CHAPTER 31

Allies ‘Re-Establish Parental

Authority’ in Aachen

As 1st Infantry Division authorities prepared to take control of Aachen, they were
concerned that German teenagers might attack Allied soldiers or vandalize their
equipment. They posted signs in the city warning, “Parents will be held responsible
for any offense committed by Juveniles under 16 years of age.” Commanders added
that such a policy would also help to “reestablish parental authority in place of the
previous state control of German youth.”

Read the report:
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“'Oatdher ﬁiuhop _Johennes Josoph van dor Velden of Aschen and - < ="
"~ staff transported fred Brund eivilian genter to mostar
. Merda -HilL, Horeanst 1a Chiapelle, In view of the fact ,*
that there niay be hostile asts committed by Juveniles
againet our iroops-in Gocupied Qermanyy the fullowing
proposed notise wis. forwks ; ﬁamion and-

recomme“ﬂation,L”Parentsjw_llﬁbé ‘hiold- reapansibln far

_any. offerse committed by Juvenlles under 18. yeara of

i aaga" It will elso help’ to reestablish parental. aup‘;;g
‘$hority in place of tha previnun state eontrol or EOERT

Garman youth. C . i B e T &
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CHAPTER 32

Nazis in Disguise

On October 22, 1944, Nazi party officials ordered high-ranking Nazis to turn
over their uniforms so they could be dyed the same color as the uniforms worn by
the Volkssturm, the German national militia, in an effort to escape identification upon
capture by the Allies. New hats were also being manufactured to replace the caps the
Nazi officials wore.

Read more:
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" de Wohrmacht and S4 Fashion Notes = : B )
According to a dooument picked up by Third Us 8. }mw: Nazi offloials
and SA members are atbempting to escape identification by becoming members
‘of the Volkssturms (tos with peaks are baing manufactured to replece old
"Nazl. party and SA capse Uniforms now in possession of Nazi offiociels end ‘
.SA members will be kept but will be’dyed the color of the Valkash turm uniforms.
The, document was & letter headed: 8Sub ;ec‘b--Dyelrg of Uniforms, dated 24 Oct
44, Addressed to all Ortggruppanlelter, it was sigred by Kreisleiter BEURK.
The Ortsgruppen were ordered to remove all insignia and turn the uniforms
over to the Kreisleitung by 28 Oct- Uniforms were to be rebturned by counties
within sbout a week..sThe 90th Inf Div ruports the capture of PW vic OBERESCH
1589) wearing the néw reversible cout which is fisld gray on one “side and
. white on the reverse side. : ,
; (Sourc%‘\VII Ceorps G=2 Period:.c RbPOI‘t ¥oe l?a) .
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CHAPTER 33

The Feeling Was Mutual

In October 1944, several Russian prisoners of war from the 360th Cossack
Grenadier Regiment, which was fighting for the Nazis, explained that they
surrendered because couldn’t stand serving with Germans.

A few days later some German prisoners admitted that they also had deserted
because they hadn’t had any rations for five days and they were fed up with serving
with Cossacks.

Read more:
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' :""__._.'.f‘gve's Labor Lost. . N D T

they were fed up sem_ng sith Cossacks.

When asked w}'ly they had deaerted, several Russ:.an FWs. from
360 Cossack Regiment explained that they couldn't stand serving -

. with the Germans, A few days later some German PWs admitted that, =
+ . they also had deserted; reasons - no rations for five days, and

(Source- SHA.,F)
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CHAPTER 34

The 1944 U.S. Presidential Election

A prisoner of war told U.S. interrogators that on November 6, 1944, his
Panzergrenadier regiment received an order to fire all of its weapons as often as
possible the following day, November 7, in an attempt to prevent soldiers from
voting in the presidential election between Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Thomas E.
Dewey.

After Roosevelt was re-elected, a group of German prisoners of war was polled
and found to be unanimously supporting Roosevelt’s re-election. Why? “If America
had a new President, she would withdraw from the war,” a prisoner said. “Then
Germany would win—and we’d have to go back and be shot as deserters.”

Read the reports:
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Part 1

f-,:ll.idrale Note For Young Republican and/or ‘-Dem&éi'atr_clubs.- .

_ A prisoner of war states that on Monday, 6 November, an order ~ = .

‘came down to his battalion from 8 Panzer Grenadier Regiment to the

.. effegt that all weapons were to be fired to ecapacity, thereby sim- .~ . - -
~ . ulating a counter-attack in order to make it impossible for U.S. .

. troops to Yote in the Presidentail election. (Source: First Army)

Part 2

. Credit Where Credit Is Duet . - . - e

A poll conducted at the First US Army cage on. 8 November to---
determine reaction of prisoners to election news showed unanimotus -
NEE approval of the President's reelection. When asked why they were
'~ so pleased, prisoners commented: "If America had a new President, ...
- 'she would withdraw from the war, Then Jefmany would win - and we'd

have 1o: go back and be shot as deserters." - . .
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CHAPTER 35

That’s Quite a Resumé

One German soldier captured in November 1944 had made the grand
tour of the German armed forces, moving from assignment to assignment as each
unit became obsolete. In order, he served in a German seaplane unit, a German
coast guard unit, air force search and rescue, air force as a pilot, and the army as a
paratrooper and later as an infantryman, which is what he was when captured.

Read more:
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arioty Is Te Spice OF Life:

“The ‘curious case of a prisoner who was successively transferred = -
1o every branch of the German armed forces, only to have each tranch .
dwindle away from under him, turned up in the First US Infantry Diw -
ision cage. The prisoner first enlisted in the German navy in 1939

and was trained as a small boat coxswain working at a seaplane base

in SCHLESWIG. When the Seaplanes were retired from service because i
of “their high losses to Allied aircraft, the prisoner was transer- - = -
red to the German version of the Coast Guard operating in the Black -
Sea, When the Black Sea became unhealthy for German craft, the )

prisoner was assigned to the Air-Sea Rescue branch of the Luftwaffe, :

‘operating over the North Sea. Explaining his next switch, the pri- S
‘soner said, "When Germany lost her Navy there were no more sallers 0
40 be rescued.," He was then moved inland and completed a prelimin-
ary pilot's course dn the Luftwaffe, Just before he started advanc-
“ed training last Septlember he was told that pilots were a drug on

-the market on account'of the shortages of airplanes, and that he
was being transferred to the paratroopers, This new career lasted
‘no longer than any of the others. He was captured as an infantry- -
‘man yesterday. R I R S B
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CHAPTER 36

Drone Tank Attack!

One of the Germans’ less-heralded “secret weapons” was the Borgward IV, an
unmanned, remote-controlled tank that was designed to approach an enemy, drop off
an explosive charge, then scurry away before the charge exploded. The B4, as it was
known to Americans, was operated by radio and the largest of a family of remote-
controlled vehicles used by the Germans.

Allied intelligence was extremely interested in the vehicles and circulated a
fascinating account of an attack by a swarm of B4s in France, probably against British
or Canadian positions, in late July or early August 1944.

The B4 was driven near the attack area by a human driver, then controlled the
rest of the way by radio from an accompanying tank. The radio range was just over
half a mile. The vehicle weighed three tons and carried a maximum payload of just
under 1,000 pounds. It was used not only against enemy troops but also to lead
human-occupied tanks through minefields.

The account refers to a PIAT: This was a British hand-held anti-tank weapon
(Projector, Infantry, Anti Tank). It also mentions Typhoons: These were British
ground-attack aircraft.

Read the report:
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2. ENSMY METHODS o |
e Tant:l.cal Ehnglgﬂgent of ] B lquuJ.pment. W Ll . -

(1) Enggz Ink, : AR ‘
- During the day before the attack the cnemy 1ncreased. ECIIIG'WhB-"‘ hise efforts
" to determine detailed dispositions along ‘the sector raided. This wos
~ dome_ in one area by moving a single -tk back and forth under our :
Observation in an attempt to draw fire,- ‘Similor incidents were reported

" elsewherc in the same general a.’r-ea.. Same increase in snip:mg ectivity .
wes also reported.

-+ (1) Approash. s . ' ' ’ : {
~ .~ The move to the i'cmn:.ng up area was prdbsbly made the day ‘before the v
. reid and was adequately -concealed by normal MT and ARV activitys
' Bxaggerated tk-and other veh noises were used periodically during the
night directly opposite the tarpet area %o help concenl movement from
-the forming up area to the assanlt posn. Single hy vchs were heard
- shortly after midnight moving  among .enemy FILs rlirectly copos:Lte tho e
. torget. The assault pons itself was eifher in or in front of the .
-encmy FOLs - far enough forward to be safe during the night from our Dot

) - - Typhoons, ' Veh no:.ses .'just “before the raid g;ave o tps omly vary
“: . dhort wmﬂng . . s

g Dur:mg at least pm of 'bhe approach phase the Bh.a were drcssed up o8

" heystecks. Onc "mobile haystack" was -réported the evening before the :

‘raid and cye-witnesses of the essault noticed bits of hay. and strow =~ “
stuck to the qugpt. While in the final assault posn the Bis were 777

.concealed under large shects of green and light brown méttled paper- 5
‘like material. These sheets were not removed canpletely but sirnply
throm beck over 't:he rear’ oi“the ogqpts 'ﬁhen they went into acticn_.

v) The Assoulte . ' i
. The raid was made betvvaen 310800 and 310830 - in broad d..yllght. A
 total of 12 Bhs were dbserved, 6 of vhich assaulted our posns, approaching
» . fran a emall poclcet of dead crround on a flank in stepgered single file AL

fim, Thc other six withdrew, apparently after the first wave reached - ;

_ the target aréa. . In the immedinte approach the Bls noved scross our e
. front ot a speed of cbout 1Y mph and at distances of 15 = 40 yds frm
. owr fwd pl arecs. Only two of the egpts vecred across our line beforo.
exploding, and in both cases penctration was not more than a few yds.
At least two of the other four exploded or were des troyed wihdilc mcving
‘parallcl to and from 15-40 yds fraa our front.  Ancther fFurncc. avay -
fran our lines of%er the approach, stopped for o fev séconds, startod
.aff agein towerds cur posn, and then varellel to it, It finally
explod.cd af tor being s..o—):)ed ‘ny 2 stone fsll cf‘f' our fla.nk

v) rewitness. Gouments on BY . - T P :
5z T‘he following are extracts. frcm eyc.-m.tne.,s reports of the "baetle ta‘nk"i' '
raidmacq,rpasnmmrfrontmthemmm:gofﬂ.hl up-a 3

Continued on Next Page
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MPIAT fired at tk 3% it approoched, Tk blew up 75 3% out fraaposn - . -
“PIAT hit or near hit may hove camsed this explosion.  Another also blew b
up in front or directly SOUTH of pl lines. It is my impressian that : *
cantrols worked premsturcly, the tk hav:.ng been intended to reach our
linos firste A third tk came straight in pl lines, hit hedgerow and
stopped for a few scconds before exploding, vhen it blew in several 31it
" trenches and apparently killed ar wounded at least four men; ame man was
found dead in slit 'hrench, Blthough he may have been part:.a.]ly e:qposed
o oover his front."

."SJ.J: wore seen ccm:l.n,_, across our front. One made &. ].ef‘t t’urn and.(s‘hopped- o
. in hedgé. Two stopped in front of enother pl and cne in hedge by Coy
© HQe - Another came in and circled back and then continued on to our flank.,
. They were the size of our universal carriers end very mch the same in, =~
- appearance.  The ‘only way I could tell they werc GM was by the pa:,nt
" which 'was green and light browm. The explosions vare terrific and.
- pieces weighing 50 1bs wesc hurled. sbout 50 - 60 yds.. Vehs broke up e I
into meny pn.eces, &ueed. a;ppro:c 15 to 20 m_ph. . One, voh carried an aomal -
- with a flag on M: T : ‘

. No'm AI’inrcm'?/lSSPGR m’lSS Pz mv, 'l:aken:l.nthe early morxnn.g oflAng
stated he could sce BL eqpt fran the d¢hurch ot U 025507, . ‘He said that
~ yihen tho G-emm are shout to use- Bl;s, a GBEEII I‘LARB goes up- and. all grcu.mi _
s ‘tps tahe oover. ‘ L
o LN : (Smrce- l corps I.u. Wo. Jz,a
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CHAPTER 37

What's a Volksgrenadier Division?

By early December 1944, U.S. forces were facing the Germans’ newest fighting
units, Volksgrenadier Divisions. This article gives their history as well as how they
were formed, trained and equipped.

The divisions usually consisted of cores of older units that suffered severe
casualties and were rebuilt with recruits from all over the German armed forces—
navy and air force as well as army—and newly drafted teenagers. The 8,000-to-
10,000-man units got a little infantry training and were expected to be used to
defend Germany rather than have any offensive capabilities.

Read the complete article:
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Incl 6 to . . N e
Periochc Repor‘b .179. : o THE \E{.._KSG?.-ENA-DIER DIVISION

A PREFAQE

_ Sufficient informat.ion has been obtained on the Volksgrenadier diviaion to
“warrant an additiomal discussion on this type organization at this time.” A’ cam— :
ps.mt.ive chart of Germen :Lnfantry divisions ves publiahed. ag Inclosure #2 t.o R
i periodic report No 1684 ‘ .

.. “The question "hen are 10,000 Germana a vOlkagrenadier pivision?! must m:ve
baenespuzzling to methodical German officsrs as it is to Allied Intelligence

:gen:iiz;e because every dsy more: and more German divisions are laying claim to ' Iﬁ' _:, !
e . _ :

=

i In eontraat to these divisions are. those true Volksgrenadi;ar divisions 1|hi.ch
liave been officially call ed ‘fohsgmmdier Bince t.heir activation or refomation.

e ale \There Zallows in. the succeeding pamgnphs a brief discusaion of: German Army
...divisiéns that preceded this 1atest type organization as wal'l. as a reviev of the -
...Voll;agremdler Division., - :

B. 'HISTORY OF INFANTRY IIIVISIONS IN TI{E Cu"i‘-RMAN ARMI

S

. - l¢ The origiml Gerrian  infantry divia:.on which was observed early in the war
- .and as late as 1942, was organized on a basis of three infantry regiments each
~with three battalions. ''he strength of this organization was approximately 17,000
- ‘mens Early in 1942 the Jerman General staff realized that the strength of this
- unit eould not be maintained from available manpower sources. Conseguently, they
'began to consider means of reducing the Division T/0 to a level that could be
" maintained in pract.ice. A8 a result the Infantry Division (new stzle) »as brought
" into being late in 1943. :

- 2. The strength ¢f this Infant.ry Division w st le)was established at
- about 13,000, effectin:: a saving of about 4,000 en., Ths.s cut in personnel was
obtained by first redu :ing the strength of each infantry battalion from 854 to 700
and secondly by reducing the number of infamtry battalions from nine (9) to six.
- (6), or two per reziment. instead of the usual three (3). Addition reductions
were made in other un.ts and certain chances in the Division T/0 as a whole was
effected. The most hMawsrthy of thess changes wore; the Recon battdlion was re—
‘placed by a Flisilier battalion, assauls guns were pladed in the anti-tank battalim
. ~ and a field,reinforcemert battalion was established,
Althoush th s “wvpe division was superceded in the Spring of 1944 the main
faatures of this org:nicatioh have been retained in the three succeedmg medels.
L - 3~ The German [nf ntry Divisicn, 194k type was scheduled to. be Kac’t,:wra.'c.ed in
March 194k, However, ce ptured crders directing the change over in'the’ ‘Tlst In—
fantry Division was datcd 11 May 1944. This unit had « 7/0 strength of 12,772 and
differed only slightly i'rom its predecessor. All infantry divisions in existance
before July 44 are still. organized 2long these lines. Divisions organized on this
" T/0 suffering norm2l ca:;wualties will m-obably requlsltlon renlncements to br:.ng it
up to .'l.tS author:.zed T/h. However ifa .w ' it :

j""V'lksg-enadle:r‘- Nivision may be ordered even thoué’h the dJ.vn.sJ.on conce;ned has not
suffered particu.larly ‘he avy casualties. = . o L
g L Sl Se | o~ -

— o W v e

Continued on Next Page

145




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Continued from Previous Page

« . h. The.Grémdier Divisidns first made their appearance when HIMMIER took
control of the German manpower situation in July 1944, He initiated the formation
of four fieves of infantry divisions, 8ll on increasingly econcmical tables of
o?gani_z:}.tion._ The title "Grencdiert appears to have -been applied to those divi- -
7 sions formed at the béginning of this program. These.units wers also known as . . -
SPERR (Emerpency) Divisicns. = These ‘divisions. were on a slightly larger T/0 than
the Volksgrenadier Division-that immediately succeeded them. Same. twenty divi-
sions of this typt have been identified. Many of these divisions were used as
cadres for,” or transferred into Volksgrenadicr Divisions while -still .in their 9
early stages of formation.  This type iof.diwision now appears to be passing into- -
the background with its predecessors. ea e e ST AR

. 5. The Volksgrenadier Divisions were the organizations formed op reformed Dl
. later in Himmler's program of rejuvimation.. It appears that the title of Volks-
j ' grenadier is now given to any division which, having been geverely shot up and: . -
“depleted; has to be withdravm from the line for reorganization and replacements. . .

. 8. Personnel.

.. . The term "people's army" appsars to be well merited by the varied
- assortment, of persornel observed in these units. :The personnel found in these’ .
divisions ‘dre méde up of convalescents, screenced war workers, the German Air Foroce
- and naval persconnel, men from disbanded units, volksdeutche and young recruits, .
all of which are added to the' remmants of the origimal division to form. the new -
Volksgreradier Division. Young, fresh and healthy reval troops have been present
in néarly all truc Volksgrenadier divisions and in many have been the real back-
bone of the fighting troops. - ‘Some German Air Force personnel have appeared in
‘nearly all of these .groups but not - in the proportion to tho numbers furnished by
thé Navy. One of the mere common methods- of entrance is the absorption of a Ger—
men Air Forcé unit’ op battlegroup after a division has suffered losscs. Re- :
cuperating soldiers, furneled through the replacement system have becn a feature
.‘ “of all divisions of this type, and, with schools has probably-been the chief @ * -
¥ source of nor—commissioned officer material. Another interesting feature is the
. presence of former -Service men and young recruits. These two sources provide the
‘higher and lower age brackets. A considerable proportion of the former service
men saw action in the Blitzkrieg days of 1939-40 and were ceturned to industry
after the initial German successes. This places the average age of this group in
. their late twenties or early thirties. The smallest portion of the personnel has
came from Volksdeutgche and- foreigners. is, -of course, is dependent to & Jarge
extent on where the division wes originally formed or reconstitiibed.. e

b, Training.

= One of the outstanding weaknesses of these Volksgremadier Jdivisions
‘has been their training cyele; four (4) weeks minimum,. six (6) weeks average, and
eight (8) weeks maximum treining has been the rule. Divisions have been committed
in the line as they were needed regardless of whether they were ready or not. The
results are as expected, lack of familiarity and confidence in weapons, ignorance
of unit personnel and organization, fluctuating morale and discipline, and a lack
_of individual and unit aggressiveness. - Consequently, potentially. good divisions,
‘had they been even satisfactorily trained, have been-dissipated. In other words

- —one would almost assume that these divisions were designed £6 be destroyed. |

_ c. Organization and Equipment. . : o , : -
: // . he more important differences betweeh the Volksgremadicr Divieion
-~ and the Regu LT

lar German Infantry Division are as indicated belows - 1

stol platoons; ons (1)
machine guns nor mortars “

5. with tyo (2} Machjpe
gun platoon.2nd no heavy

VA Thowm A TV M

Light machine ‘

Continued on Next Page
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; (3) Heavy companies mth heavy machine gtms, 8 lcm mortars, Tabem
. infantry guns and no l2cm mortars. : -
.(_h) Infantry gun companies with 7. 5em infant.ry guns and 12cm morbars.
{5) " "Artillery regiment with: 2
©.(d) One battalion of three (3) t.roops each wit.h six (6) '7.5&\
- anti-tank guns. N
(b) Two (2) battalions each wi.th two troops of 6 - 10o5cm gun e
' Hows. S
“(e) One (1) battallon of t.wo troops each with 6 - 1'5(:m Howa.
+IAmited transperi: - ¥ r
(a) Strength. D ;
. While ,v-ella.ble informatlon is. not nomplste on-a‘actua.

S infan..ry orgam.zation are 1isted belmv.
B 'Battal.l.on 61;2.
o b Company . 119 . L
.~ Hy Company - 194 -+ 7
;~.Inf Gun Co - . 1997 i
AT Co - 367 7
'Hq & Hg Co 207 :
_Fus Co 200 h e ESEC.
Division 10,500 (est.:tma‘bed) R
Some discrepencles have appeared as to’ t.he actual s‘brength
- of these divisions. : One source indicates an- organiza.tmn
‘a8 listed above wh:.le other sources show a strengt.h of
'_-approx1ma.tely 8,000 : ;

The Actual VOlksgrenadJ.er diviaions, spec:.fically daslgned as defensive organ-—
. izations with young personnel needing only infantry training, and adjusted to the
everdecreasing German manpower situation and transpertation difficulties presents.
an acceptable | tion to a difficult problema Sufficient equipment has been .
e prwided, except transportation for these divis:.ons “since they were designed as
" defensive divisions and their employment as reserves to be moved back and forth
across the front was not considered. : : >

The tendency to rename other divisions as Vo]ksgremdier Dlvz.siox::/ﬁr/obably;_--
indicates the intended or actual reorganization to a more modest type rganization.
 In such a case the original Volksgrenadier Divisions would have personnel and or-
ganization in common while the later divisiens would have only organi.zatlon. ¢ v

(Scet AF HQ Int Notes #83, SHAEF Int Notes #37)

147




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, VII Corps, “G-2 Periodic Report No. 179,” 1 December 1944.
Inclusion 6.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context

148



http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000183&page_name=207
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/

CHAPTER 38

Germans Run Short of Infantry

In November 1944, near the German town of Julich, the 1st Infantry Division
faced its first Volksgrenadier Division. These were hurriedly thrown together units
of a variety of servicemen given rudimentary infantry training; this one was created
just a few weeks earlier and consisted of German air force personnel, including
some pilots, sailors from the German navy and a small percentage of experienced
infantrymen.

The Americans were anxious to see how these units would perform. The answer:
Not well.

The new unit ran into problems from the start: Partisans dynamited the railroad
lines, delaying the division’s trip to the battlefield; when it finally arrived, the
division’s advance party was captured; one regiment was practically wiped out when
U.S. units allowed the inexperienced German infantrymen to approach within 25 to
50 yards of their positions before opening fire; and German artillery fired into their
own lines. One captured lieutenant said, “You shot more artillery ammunition than
we expended rifle ammunition.”

Read the report:
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- I.sent to defend PARIS; it arrived too late, Then it was ziven the
o dn the MONS pocket, The Division Commanding General, Major

- reputation of its former namesake, Thé new division included no

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Yy (Tha Rise and Fall of the L7 Volksgrenadiar Diviaion,

S The L7th Infantry mnsion vas originally stationed :Ln the
| ALATS area where it was formed in March 1943, From there it was
""" job of fighting a delaying action east of the SELME and was bm'ied

* General WAHLE, was captured by the lst Infantry Division, and the - ..
' remmants of the Division were sent to DZMNMARK for reorganization., .= -
" The new L7 Volksgrenadier Division was designed to rectify the bad = -

" foreigners and no grandfathers; it was offered the cream of the =~ . .
- crop of the German youth, GOZRING contributed a quota of excellent -
men, even trained pilots, and DOENITZ sent along a large group of

'_ trained Navy men. Thé majority of the officers amd non-commis- -

“sioned officers were dramn from the ranks of experienced Russia
< f:.ghters. The Division received new equipment and the most mdem
* weapons in large quantities, :

2. The troubles. of the new d:.vismn started shortly after :lt :
~ left DENMMARK on 10 November, Danish patriots:dynamited the rail-
, _‘_road ]_mes at tm places, and the d:Lns:.on was hel:l up for 2 daw

Contmued on Next Page
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_ - “'Nor-did the advance detg.l of the divis:.on, which had been sent " . .
~ . forward previously, fare any better. The majority of i personnel -
. was captured while surveying the positions of the 12th Infantry .
- Diyision which they wére to relieve.  The main body of the div:.sion _
' arrived on 15 November, the day before our offensive., The 2d Bat— .
- talion, 10hth Regiment, for instance, detrained at JULICH at 1000, -
16 November; two hours later, the railroad station did not exist,
.. The lst Batta.'lion, 10Lth Regiment, detrained at ELSDORF during our
alr attack on 16 November; fortunately for them, our bombs missed -
their objectives, On the other hand, the 3d Battalion of the lhTth ¢
~ Artillery Regiment was misdirected to JULICH, and it arrived just = -
~ .+ in time for our Air Corps recept.zon. As a result, the 3d Bat-
.. talion will not see much action in this campaign. The original
. plan ealled for the L7th Volksgrenadier Division to relieve the
- 12th Infantry Division on 16 November. This was impossible due o . -
' our heavy attack and concentrated artillery fire. Then came a
. serles of conflicting orders. One battalion was ordered to occup;’r
~. & position in a certain sector; 3 hours later, when the ba.ttalion
©. . was well on its way, it was recalled and ordered to attack in a
- different sector. The regimental commanding officers gave out one
"+ set of orders, and Corps had its own ideas, In the meantime, in
. good weather our air force was having a f:.eld and our artil-
. lery was making good use of its ammmition, é November, =
- —orders to relieve the 12th Division were issued again and carried
" out amidst great confusion. As our troops overran the German 11ne
~ the units of the Volksgrenadier Division were umable to occupy ° e
. fixed prepared positions, but found themselves in a sector nhich ‘
. they had not had time to recomnoiter., The lst Battalion, 10L4th
- Regiment found its nemesis on Hill 232, The Cermans advanced to o
within 25-50 yards of our positions before fire was opened, Prac- .
.~ tically the entire lst Battalion was wiped out within minutes,
- and the dead almost exceeded the mumber of prisoners of war takan. ,,
_  The 2d Battalion, 103d Regiment met an almost similar fate at
. SCHERPENSEEL and to add insult to injury, the German artillery
.~ ~ fired into their own lines there, Communications to the rear were
- disrupted; regimental commanders did not know where their ba:b-
- talions were and vice versa, The artillery forward observers - .
" never located their own infantry, and in addition, their guns wera

e gelfuctant to fire on accotmt or the ‘constant v'.i.g:[l of our air
e orce., |

oD

o 3. F:I.'rst Lieut.enant SGHU‘IKOWSKI, comander of hth compam-
~10kth Regiment, said: "Not even during our worst crisis in RUSSIA ;
-~ did I experience such utter confusion and such drastic failures on -
-~ the part of responsible German commanders." 1lst Lieutenant BERG-
"~ BOLD, commander of lst Company, 1lOLth Regiment, said: "It was all
mixed wp; I did not kmow what was going on on my right or left nor

Continued on Next Page
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- did I know what was in front of me, but still I was ordered to
- attack," Lieutenant LUMEN from 2d Battalion headquarters, 1OLth
Regiment, said: "You shot more artillery ammunition than-we ex- -

pended rifle ammmition." All prisoners had high praise for owr S

. artillery; they claim it to be most accurate and effective. T'he

Coven Divet feu' prisoners from the division were arrogant and firm- -

it ‘believérs in the 'GOEBBELS propaganda, but after two days of ﬁght-

' . ing even the old experienced soldiers were glad to be in American

-~ captivity., Master Sergeant Rudolf FOEHRS of the 7th Company, 1034 -

©' " Regiment, a professional soldier with 10 years of service, ob- -
served: "Ours was a good division; it had the best personnel and

the best of equipment. Had it been sent to a quieter sector in '

e ~ “the begimming and put into battle gradually, it would have been a
'form:i).dable outfit. Now we are. f:.nished“ (Adapted from First US
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CHAPTER 39

Food Crisis in Holland

In November 1944, shortly after their liberation by the Allies, a serious
shortage of food developed for more than 2 million people in Holland.

Severe food rationing resulted in a maximum of 1,100 calories per day for the
residents, who were living on 3,000-4,000 calories a day before the war.

The reason: When the Germans retreated, they destroyed most of the country’s
canals, railways and trucks, so while there was plenty of food on the farms,
transporting it to those who needed it in cities was almost impossible.

Read the script of a BBC news correspondent describing the situation:

[Editor’s note: The script uses the abbreviation “tpt”: That stands for “transport.”]
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FOm® GRISIS IN HOLLAND, s
!L‘he follomng is a broadoast .. to be made in 'bhe near future by the RG f :

" correspondent, Chester Wilmot, and it is /ablished o account of -the present

aiffioult situation in }DLLAND and also because the enen:y at the manent is mek;i.ng e
capl‘bal prcpaganda at of this sl'l:ua:b:.on. ‘

. As winter descends upon HOLLAND , )y 2 serious food cx-:-.s:.s is aevelopn.ng Mure e
_than two million civs in the liberated territory are existing today on a raticn.
“that is barely encugh for subsistence, Destruction and pillage by the Germans
and dislocation brought sbout by the battle has left them with less foed then they
* had auring the occupations This week therc has been a iunger demonstration by

" workors in the industrisl town of EINDHOVEN end in all’ the large liberated towns .

;‘ the situation is spute.d Stremious offorts are being made by Allied military and

‘Dutch oiv anthorities, and thore is rcasog to believe that the 'worst of the crisis -

- is now Past’ end thab throughout December ¥hore will be o stcady improvement s

If you were living with an gvcrage family in EII‘DHDVEN today, this would be .

 your usugl meml.s.Breakfast - three slices of bread with a sorape.of buttor =

" '

porhaps = and a raw apple.” No tca or coffee = oven if you had same = becamse therc
is no gas before lunchtime, Lunch = two slices of brond and snother apple; a
modest helping of potatoes and cabbage with gravy.  Dinner = two more slices of
bresd; some more pobatoes and cabbage and possibly part of your weekly quarter of a

" pound of meat; same kind of sweet madel with apple but va.tnout sugar, p0351bly

: _ aoup of erSatz. coffee or tea with slqmmcd milk,

“You wouldn't get much more than this for the weekly ra'l::.on works out ab 'I:hls
. for esch person, Potatoes 6 1bs; bread =~ enough for seven or. eight small slices a
. day; meat = bones tincluded ~ quarter of a pounds Bubtter or margarme ‘- i ob’cam::fn?e

e * of a.pound a week;j eggs ond cheese, none; milk - dne quart a day. for

{t

Jbabies under two years, one quart a week of skimmed milk for adults and children
over twos vegetebles ~ very limited amounts of cabbage and. tumlps- fruit - noth::.nt,
but a,pples ~ Possibly a pound a weeks

T

. That is the ration and oven if you get 4t all it is worth only 1100 calor:l.ea
and ih same towns such as EINDHOVEN in the past few weeks the food available. to t

aversge fanily hes had o calorific value of less than 800 colories, On this ration

pecple are almost starving, - Befare the war the average Dutchmen's ration was
3000 calories and for manual workers it was usually more than 4000, Even during -
the oocoupation it varied between 1600 and 2000 cealories a day, but then, ‘of course,
1'['. wes bolstered with food bought on the "Black Market"s

- The Present crisis is the result of a. mmber of- lfuctors, The most impox'tan'b is
the campletc breskdown of the normal tpt system. Beforc the &ampaign in HOLLAND ..
60% of the foodstuffs was trangported by canal, Teday therc is not one™ oanal
working, Many are out of action becausc the Germans blew up the lock gates or sunk

" barges to block them.. Most are now straddled by the Ba:.ley brs uh:.ch we've ‘had to

Tuild to replace those the Gormans dostroyod, et = ._:

'.'Ehe closn.ng of the cansls would be bad enough, but the . rly‘ systcm hes also boes
xﬂ‘.ed by German demolitions. A fdw lincs are working again, but they arc neodod.
fo itary traffic and anyway thoy mostly run NORTH and SOUTH across tho Belgian

border, The Dutch want lines that yun EAST and WEST, linking the main towms.

.

T3 mgke.mattors even worse, liberated HOLLAND has been almost entirdly stripped
of motar tpte The orly vehs tho Gormens left arc on their last whoelse The °
liberated territory today has lgss than 10% of the tpt:fecilitics it had three
manths ago, and with this the authont:l.cs can"b hopoe to tpt 'thc necessary food - evan
:Lf they had it. ,

- Today, grain, po‘ta’boes, sugar beet and even dairy proa:wbs aro stacked up o
" the. fanns._ Forners and rﬁageos billctod with them are living woll, ond our tps e
] oﬂ:en,_g false :unpresg'_- on booauso thc, fanmzrc- offcr to soll c:: 'barbcr foods - This S

Contmued on Next Page
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bocanse of the shorbaze of cerbain cosentisl stecks. . FOLLAND « SOUTH of the HAAS =~
doesn't normally preducc cnough food for itsclf. . And this year the yicld has boeen
less than nomsl = because of\the wars Dutch famers doliberately postpened their -

harvesting, so that tho Cermans could not steal their crops. Then Shring the Llast
wecks of possible haxrvesting the battle raged over their fields, and could not get &
, the crops in at alls Lebour was scarce, fucl for fractors ond threshing maghines
woas even scarcers Reserve stocks Of grain, sugsr and deiry products, that had boen
“put by during the.swmer months to meet. the usual winter shortages = thesc reserves
wore plundered by the Germense From ane storc, the Gormans took 1500 tons of suger
enough to give everyocne in frec HOLLAND half o pouhd o woek for four weokse Sinec .
- “l:he end of July the Germans have. been sending tra:mlmds of focd aut of I-DLLAND. P

: "In same products the stocks are almost - adeqxa'kq, but they are in the m'mg ploces
‘ Two-'t:hn.rds of the food in the liberated territary is noma)_ly Produced in the area ’
 WEST of TILBURG; but twowthirds of the population lives in TILBURG and the industrial -
towms further EAST. ‘There 48, for :Lnstance, enough grain and potatoes in tho iglands .
of ZEELAND snd in the constal districts - enough to give a reasonsble ratimm throughe
out the winter, but the mills to. gr:.nd 1t and moSt of the people who noed it arc 5
,m:v.les away. ana -MOY'Ce :

In the case of fats and milk cven tpt won't solve the problan. The arca SOV
t the MAAS has olways relied o imparts fram the NOR'I.‘H, and this yoar the situnticn,
worse than usual, because the fighting has disorgenised production. In tho m:m:.ng;
‘districts of the SE around MAASTRICHT there has been xo ratim of buttery. margar:u
or any kind of codcing fab for scven wecka, Bven it EINDHOVEN, this akts ra'l-.ion
'was the first for Nove Ono source of supply - oil fram rape seed which grows overy-=
. where = is lost. because the fac‘borie's which extract the oil arec still in édnemy hdr“:.uﬂ_

' During Nov the Sesond Army has already prov:r.ded 70 tons of fabs and 100 tons of
eva:pou:-ated milk for people in dts orca, and another 300 tans of fats have beon praudse
for delivery befare the end of tho mon‘bh. Those condiribirtiong - plus the reorg of
production end distribution - shauld lead to a very great- improvement, but there will
gtill be a shortege of fat throughout the winter, unless more help can be g:.ven 'by '
the Axmy. :

e The meat. situation has eased a.myttle 'by a contribution fran the Seomd Ammy. o
some 358 tons of timned and frozen mdat captured fram the Germans. “The Dutch Gov-b
has now bought 1,200. head of cattle ifi LUXEMBOURG and seversl hundved more have been
ocbtained from occup:l.ed areas in GERMANY, but it w:.ll be sane weeks 'hef'ore 'I:h:l.s ig

.ady for issues

The same is true of most of the stockg mad.e aveilsble by ‘bhe Second Amy In the
first 20 days of Nov it handed over nearly 200 tons of foodstuffs a day to the Dutch
civ:.l anthorities, but it will be, well into Dec before this can be put on the markcts

s is partly due to the fact that the Dutch food adm is only Just bogimning %o worke
‘Dur:.ng the cccupation it was highly centralised and contralled on a naticnal basis
fran the capitsl ~ THE HAGUE, This adn has been campletely disrupted by the campaizn. -
The situatioan was mach sgimpler in 'BELGIW where the capital was liberated before most
of the cowmtry and the exlsting machinery was oayried on, In HOLLAND & new adm han
had-to be formed, Even their highly organised Black Market, by which they kapt so
much food out of German hands = cven. that has callapsed through lack of stooks and
tpt, Whether the stooks are to come from Dutch or Allied scurce, the oxrux of the
matter is still tpts So far the sxmies have been: able to sparc few vehioles, and,

- ‘those available have been fully occupicd with the urgent task of moving refugees :E‘rcn
“the. aptual battle zones, The Dutch food amnthorities tell me they have been: sllocatod.
100 trucks for food tpt and ano¥her 100 have been praniscd. Those are very welcane .
but many more neededs The Allies have agreed that the ration must be raised to 1600
calories a day. To provide this the Dutch musy move 14000 tans a week in the ‘
liberated arcas, and with the tpt they have now they can tpt only = 7000 tons o
wecks If they are to provideé cven this basic ration - and that surely is little
enough = they need at lcast another 400 3-ton larriess These arc needed to save

Continued on Next Page
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people fran starvation throughaut the winter and it is in'the Amy's o interest

to supply them, ~ A doctor in KFINDHOVEN reports that the genersl physical resistancc.
of the population is aloxmingly lows The tuberculosis rate has risen so sharply thot
no figures may be revedsled. Doctors do not- operate exoept in m;.a.voa.da‘ble GlmlmstarLCGS-__;
They fear that this mn’ber nay: bring. a bad influenza op:.derﬂ.c i : : e

Thc clv food posn in HOLLAND ig o real &'mgcr to the A]’.'llecl tps

e JobiAR g -2 00N ' :
' clana.nd.s have ho,cl to ‘l'n.ke pr“ccdcnge, but’ novr ’shb civ. 100{1 p:oblm*x ‘has 'beccmc a naté r
the worst oft the cricsis

of urgent mil importmnces By the cnd of this month, howover,
should be overs The situstion will hcver sgain be os acuto as it is now, andwith tho

CNBW 't:pt and . stocks avﬁlable thore shcul& bc a markca mprovenont 'by Ghristmas. ‘

-l . : L :
' N ~ .. ¥ .
. " .y
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CHAPTER 40

Germans Down to 16- and
17-Year-Olds

First Infantry Division interrogations on Nov. 26-27, 1944, of prisoners
captured in and around Hamich, Germany, show the decline in the quality of German
soldiers, contrary to German propaganda that high-quality soldiers were being held
in reserve to defend their country:

“The first representatives of the enemy’s stock of hoarded main reserves
appeared in the Division cage. ... Most of the prisoners, with the exception of the non-
commissioned officers, are 17; a fair number are only 16. Only a few have started to
smoke and one razor would satisfy all the prisoners. ... The interrogator asked one of
them, ‘Did your parents give you their permission to join up and fight for Germany?’
‘No, [ was drafted, the prisoner said.”

Read more:
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,'?:,::2. The f:l.rst represent.atives of the enaav's st.ock ot

-__:-i'-'-i'x'oarded main reserves appeared in the Division cage during the” ar~.
. 4od when 3l prisoners from the 9th Parachute Regiment (3d ?'/ara.- o
"t-?'-r,?chu'be Division) were processed, A glance at ‘the prisoners, how-

L “machine pistols for the officers and non-commissioned officers oniy,
- and belt-action rifles for the pnvates. One or two of the non- -

- puk in_each company of 140 men, Apparently the veterans were ex~

- seripted in Awgust. All of the recent recruits were former mem~
"~ ¢ bers of the Hitler Jugend, and as such, overflowing with 1ove for...
. the fatherland, though not necessarily for the Nazi Party, The *

- . the prisoner said.

. ever, showed that the unit had changed considerably since it faced
" the 1lst .Ini‘emtry Division in the vicinity of CAUMONT in July, Most
' of the prisoners, with the exception of the non-commissioned offi-
~ cers, are 17; a fair number are only 16, Only a few have started:
. to smoke and one razor would satisfy all the prisoners. The uni- -
~  forms of the prisoners were of the same quality as the original
' gtubborn veterans of Normandy, but the weapons of the unit have
been dom-graded to the level of a normal infantry division:

*  commissioned officers had seen action in France but not one privato
. had been in combat before. The prisoners said, howe'ver, that in -
_ reorgamzmg the regiment 30 men with combat experience had been.

- perienced enough to avoid captu:re. Most of the privates had bean
_drafted in Germany in the last six months; one in fact was con-.

. © ' 4nterrogator asked one of them, "Did your parents give you the:lr
" permigsion to join up and fight for Germanr?" "No, T was dra.f‘bed,"
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CHAPTER 41

The Toll That Mines Take

Land mines are relatively cheap to manufacture, but they can do quite a bit of
damage. In this example, on Nov. 27, 1944, a field of German Schu mines—Ilittle more
than six-inch-square buried wooden boxes with a few ounces of explosive—injured
a soldier hunting for firewood. During his rescue, four more soldiers were injured by
other mines and one was Kkilled.

Read more:
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The followirig is quoted from Ltr, Hq 294 Engr C Bn, 28 Nov 4h, Subject:
"Schu Mine Acc;Ldant at K=-009403" : s -gr _ ’ : .

"1. At about’ 1500 hours s 27 Novumber 1941,,, one men fronm t11e 377th
AM &: wont up a hill at K-009403 to eut wood. The area had becn marked with
"Danger Mines" signs., He stépped on a mine which shatterod hig legs. Upcn calling
for Medies, about - ix. men went to his aid. While moving arcund, ‘another man stopped
on & mine injuring himgclf end twe othars. Cpl Arnold F, Benadld', ASN 32350864,
294th Engincer Combat Battalion, upon.hdiring the explosion weont tp investigato.
" Then-ho arrived upon the seene, he worked his way to the top of the hill in tho
othor man's footsteps. Then reaching the tep, he administered morphme and applied
tournicuets to the injured. An ambulance drivdyr followed in Cpl Bonedicts' foot-
steps with a-litter. 4s he hahded Cpl Benedict the litter, he stoppad back on
-to a minc, blowing off his leg and slightly injuring Cpl Benedict. - Upon folling,
the ambulonce driver fall on another mine, thereby killing himself.

"2, A Captain in the Medical Carps probed his way up to the fxjured .
and found one Schu mine, He then assumed charge cf evacuating the wounded. /Cpl
Benedict, glso by probing, found three more Schu nines in the ncinity of the in-

';Iured

“3. The total number of wounded was.five and one man was killed.F'
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CHAPTER 42

German Prisoner Praises
U.S. Artillery

It doesn’t get the credit it should, but the U.S. Army artillery’s accuracy and
volume of fire had a huge effect on the Wehrmacht.

In a report dated November 28, 1944, captured German 2nd Lt. Ernst Schmeling
had this to say about American artillery during his interrogation by U.S. intelligence
officers: “To be on the receiving end of Russian arty [artillery] is bad enough; U.S.
arty fire is much worse—we just cannot control our men!”

Read more:
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1. 0 s Artx- 2nd Lt Ernst SCI-I!IELING ‘Ad jutant, Q Bn, (now a PW)
stated: "To be on the receiving .end of Rus.alan Arty ‘is bad enough;. .
us Arty Tire is much worse, - we just cunnot control Qur. men! Your -
:"’*M L&_def e-andeaccurate 2% Pt
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CHAPTER 43

Tight Squeeze for the V-2

The first long-range, guided ballistic missile, the V-2 (codenamed “Big Ben”
by the British), was launched by the Germans from hastily prepared sites, often
in forests to hide the weapon from Allied aircraft. In total, more than 3,000 were
launched at Allied targets, most often at London.

The missile was almost 46 feet tall and 5% feet in diameter. In November 1944
Allied soldiers were taken to an abandoned launch site on the island of Walcheren
in Holland, and found that “[t]he gap in the beech trees through which the rockets
passed was not more than 30 feet in diameter, the trees being about 70 feet high.”

Read more:

Bundesarchiv, Bild 141-18758
Foto: 0.Ang. | 1942/1945 ca.
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2. ng Bons SL . (S.v_umo:-, SHAEF)-

ANTVERP remains the main ‘aargc,t ~and there is little fresh :.ntelllgence on th(
.BIG BEN s1't:uat1cm.

Lamching arcos remain n“tu.ch thc same, that is, 'bhc, arca SOUI‘H of . ENSCHELE: , and

~to a smaller degrsc the TRIER area as woll possitly fran scattered points 'bc;hwom

the RUHR and TRIER, . Evidense is confllctn.ng as to whether thie GAASTERLAND arca
(o the NE shore of the ZUIDER ZEE) still romains a centre of activity.

~

3. General

i Inspoc'b:.on a a firing site, and 1nue,rrogat10n of 10031 :.nhab:.tan‘bs oan the
_Islan& of WALCHEREN clicitcd the fact that ne constructional aetivity was carried out
in the preparation of the site apart fraa the clearing of .an aren sbout 25 yards
‘-f‘dlametcr among: beooh trees near o housu, mnd the coreetion of a concrete trig point
.ebout 4O yards away. The gap in the beceh trecs through which the rockets passed

Wwas not more than 30 feet in dmmotol, thc treos being about 70 feet high.

E Veh:l.cles in the rocket convoy numbered sbout 15, :anlud.mg one or two rooket ;
:.tra:x.lers, with their tractorg, and about six tank cars, two or three of which wore
thcught to contain lig_mid OXYT; G1la Thoro was no sign of radz.o vans. il
. ckets wore stored on their tla:x.lors, dispersed undor trees f‘cr one cxbcwo
days,  ond no special .;hcltera Wero prov:.ded for their protectlon.

: Proparatlons for firing were statcHo takc at loast three hours the rodce"t:
bedmg filled while in the vertical position.  This work wos J.cportod {0 be QEJI'I"‘LL(L
¢ ocut by 80 mon, which cnabled two rockots to be fired s:.nmltﬁncously.
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CHAPTER 44

The Art of the Map

A beautifully drawn map created by the 663rd Engineer Topographic Company,
included in a 1st Infantry Division report on November 30, 1944, shows crossings
of the Rur River (in Dutch and French, the “Roer”) between Aachen and Cologne in
Germany, including cross-sections of the bridges and details of their construction.
In many cases, the crossings were still under German control, so many of the details
had to be taken from aerial photographs and previously published documents.

View the map:
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CHAPTER 45

Choosing a Mayor for Stolberg

This Nov. 30, 1944 document describes the difficulties—repeated numerous
times throughout Germany—of finding new, non-Nazi leadership for towns and cities
taken by the Allies.

The newly appointed mayor of Stolberg, a small town near Aachen, was hesitant
to work with the Allies because his four children were still serving in the German
armed forces and he feared reprisals against them.

He also faced huge problems, including setting up a new government and feeding
the population: When he took office, each resident lived on a plate of soup and a half-
pound of rye bread a day.

The mayor, Dr, Friedrich Deutzmann, took office October 1, 1944, and served
until July 31, 1945.

Read the report:
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Inel 4t6 . g
Periodic Report 178. THE PRESENT MAYOR OF ST( m@ gm !jy;_m
- As " The Mayor, Dr. Deutzmsnn

By - The former Mayor, Dr. Reek .
Cu Dlrec ?w, eutsche Bank, Dr. Jacobs ;
D- Ak s \13 I‘at -

[0 E. A Communist 5 S
; IS A former colleague of the presan Mayor at
©' . Miss Schiessl - T
- A Catholic priest
"The man in streetn represente by
occupat ions. B L

zcathouc inhabitanta, of aifferent

BACKGROUND CF PRESENT umn-‘{ (2 . ot :

: Wnen the Nazis came into power the qsen%l.fa.ya:: mq_rec qr of the "Volks—
-schule" in Stolberg. Apparently Dr. Deut,g,mann had ‘a bétter education than the
-average "Wolksschule! teacher, and toock greap mtenlast in modern trends in edu- .
cation in all countries - for instance he is quitd fam{YiAF WIth the WINNETRA.
Progréssive Schools in the United States. Under normil eircumstancea Dr. Dautz-
- mann would have been ready for pranotion.

Hamaver, the Nazis decided to demote him toa pléin "Vo]kaachu]# teaehei- be-
cause of his definite refusal to join the party. "Up to the present moment he has -
remained true to his ‘political convigtions. For this reaaon uilitary Govermant 5 5
appoinbad him temporary Mayor of the to\m _ ; : J/"

. (S
' Dr. Deutzmann at first had grea.t doubts. The present. Naz!. policy f exter—"
. mirAting the entire family of political oppcmnbs put him befors™ 3 serious decl-
.8ions Four of his children are in Nazi Germarw. The oldest is an artillery ‘offi-
- cor in the German Army; the second also is a soldier and seriously wounded in . -
(,‘?Bussia the third, & daughter, with the labor Service scmewhere in eastern Germany
the fourth, a fiftecen year old boy, was drafted as "Luftwaffenhelfer" (member of -
the auxiliary service of the sir force). Dr. Deutzmann accepted the appointment
‘because he considered it his. duty to accept and to-fight for his convietions; but
‘he knew that his decision might cost tha lives of hie. ehildren.

.. A £ifth child, a fourteen year. old boy, was drafted to build fortiﬁcations.
When he vas sent away, his father advised him to desert at the earliest possible
moment. A short time later, he cdme back with several other boys. ' But the par—
ents. of these boys were afraid and sent their children back. Dr. Deutzmann de~
oided to hide his boy in the cellar; even at the risk that the Mazls might burn -
down his house or murder the whole family. He closed all the shutters and doors
and refused to admit any visitors in order to give the 1mpreaai.on that the entire
family had evacuated, -

PUBLIG REACTION TO THE MAIOR' : - L .

After same reluctance, the former Mayor, Dr. Reek, said: "You real that it
"is difficult for me to Judge my own successor, but this is my opinion; it :
mistake to replace so many experienced officials of the old administratien. Under .
the present difficult circumstances it would have been much better to keep the .ol¢
setup for a few months. "The people were used to an authioritarian system in whick .
they had confidence.! The public reaction, as far as I can see is rather negative’

A Social Democrat and a Cmmunistic worker had no, eriticism to offer of the
‘Mayor persorally. However, they resemted the diapropoz\téonately high representa-
tion of the former Center Party in the administration., In their opinion a few
" true representatives of the working classes should be included if we want to con—
 vinge people we are really-fighting to establish a demoeratic form of govermment. .
. 'Phey were afraid that the- same thing would happen t.hrough the Reich, and that thiz _

AR cathonc mrker disappr ed of the administn

Continued on Next Pdge
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‘P—-‘—-
~eal]y represent the mrking class. In his opinion the workers in Germany. alm
had been suppressed, He approves .of the Center Party, but he wants 3 greater in-

_fluence of the Catholic working men rather.than the catholi.c middle and uppor Ay
claaaes. ‘ - Ny

rw..--

ghe Catholic Prieut a.pproved of the l{ayor, beeauae he 15 a good ca]tholic.

s ‘ghe Bank Director. Dr. Jacoba, wa- rather eritiealz "Dr. Deutmam, of com’ve, _Z‘f’.—
18 a good Catholic, but after all he is only a teacherj he lacks the wide horison
. amd elan of a business man, We need an 1ndustrialiet. 'i‘he ent.tre Jocal admin:l.h
trat:l.on consists only of inexperienced people. ' rewi ‘
A Sahbolteacher, Miss Schiessl, préferred the old Mayor.  Of. \the preaent Mﬂ¥°¥ .
___she said: "He is a man with backbone, he stood up for his convictions.. But he cef .
.tain]y is not tralned to take over the administration of the townhi It may be pf
interest to'note-that the present Mayor does not.have'a very high opinion of his
former colleague, Miss Schiessel. According to him, she .plays up.to whateyer gmxp
is in power. Interroga‘r.ors do not entirely agree wibh “the- Mayor. . o

) What.ever wrong Gemany onmit.ted the ot.her camu-:lep
: I, for my part, am willing to bear my. ghang, even though I '

‘should lose all I have. I ahall do a.ll' that is in my pom!' to- eesmt:liah deoency

and honor in Gmrrment. . o ‘ T =%

I shall’ be: glad t.o use ag my collabomtors ull men who believe in peaée And
honor. I cannot use men who never could make up thelrwmind to also live up to.

this convistion. ‘ Nor'am I going to uee a man simply because he was in prison’ dnl'_i- >
"ing the Nazi périod. ‘The ‘Communists wanted me to appoint as Chief of Police a,
crimiml who ser'ved mamr sentences in prison. I abaolutely refuaed.

‘ .

My work is especially difficult because I had t-o dismiss a.ll the old em-

.ployees who had been members of the Nazi Party. I replaced them with office em-

ployees and minor executives from various local factories. By now. they are doing

quite well in their new Jjobss For instance, an -old department head of a factory :L.e, .

now the head of our marrigge bureau, and has his. office under much better control

than the four experts who-were in charge before him. & few offices are still

va;;:t.. It 1s impossible for me to z_-eplace the city Architeot with an otﬂce

em; yae. ' ' o

~Pood Situatiom Our most serious problem at the present ‘blme is the food
aituat.'wn. “The population is showing jdmirable patience, People are. “1iving on.a .
plate of ‘2oup from the ‘Community Soup kitchen plus 1/2 1bs rye bread a day. Only
once during the last 9 weeks we were able, to distribute 125 grams of butter per.
person, Unfortunately BBC broadeast that there is plenty of meat and butter in
KORNELIMUNSTER, & nearby ‘town. It was hard for me to explain to the people why we
could not have that, as with us it 1s often impossible to provide even milk for the
emall bables.  Of course the head of the loeal Military Government does his -best.
When the roads were blocked to civilian traffic, he himself went o‘ut to the neigh—
boring fams to bring in at least some milk for bab.{esz ]

' There will be np early solution of the food problem, I shall be satisﬁed :
if I just can keep the people alive until the next harvest, I have no sympathy for
grumblers, At a recent meeting of the leading merchapts of the town, when every-
body started complaining about his misfortune, I found it necessary to get quite
rongh ‘I told them they were lucky to have even the 1ittlé which they receive now,

. Irdustrial Situatmn- Same years ago,: when I was still a teacher, 1 mde a
- thorough study of the econcmic assets of the district, I am familiar. with the set-
‘up 'of most of oir industrial enterprises, We have good reason to be optimigpic,

' ,Hiukily our factorles are not destroyed, - _of ray

: m 4 ,,' s

Continued on Next Page
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- -Interrogators came to the conclugion that the Mayor is a man of charecter
_end as reliable as anyone we will find“in Germany. He cbviously knew how to deal
~with the people. Even though he is not a treined administrator, he probably will

acquire the necessary experience in-a‘short time, .His discugsion of the;present
situation of STOLEERG and of. the outlook for the future shows that he is not."just
.& schéolteacher?, but a practical man of good common sense who knows what he wants

) ‘ . s i 3 "._ "

~and-how to deal with his countrymen. .

(Scet PWB Combat Team, First U.S.my .. -

c.as reproduced by M.s_Fil‘ﬁt.Azw)x o . -

o : EERTREAE TR A R B A ) * %
Iml 5t° : “i = T . s . . . ) !

‘Perioddc Report 178, ,  INFERNAL STTUATION IN.

.- IR studyingGerw"?'sindustry it is particularly interestitig-to note some.
~ items from enemy press. sources connecting.the far reaching effect ‘6f Allied bamb-

'ig&g'and the -present ground situdtion, not. only in production and supplies but -
als ek s

on the lives of the Geyman people.- . Sl
. ~The -nse of trams for delivery of industrial goods and domestic requirements.
‘has nDw besone"commonplace, even unto their being given right of way over other
vehicles, Coal is.only delivered to the nearest point on the tramline whence the
consumer must collect, notwithstanding the great shortege of handearts inmost
‘"towns. Hedting is one of the greatest problems of thé householder, not only.was
Kerosene almost unobtainable in October and November for domestic heating but also
-appeals-have been made to reduce the gas consumption by discontinuing heating and
‘hot water heating by gas. . o . L &
. On 7th November it was arnnouriéed that the scap and supplementary soap cards
" for November will be exténded to lst December; -coupons for the period 13th Novem~
_ ber ‘to 10th December may not Ve ussd tntil 11th December. The announcement candid: .
: '..ly admitted that the curreént monthly ration can no longer be maintained. '

- Transport difficultics and’'stbrage for the .winter of the major share of crops
account for the reduced supplies Of-vegetables according to a BERLIN newspaper on
2nd November. . .. - e i
.~ In Berlin Brewers' drays are reported to-be drawn by oxen. Postal services
.are less frequent, such items as ‘milk and bread must now be collected and ‘the pub-~
1ic are warned that, even when they seek rellef in the local cinema.they are. liable
‘o disappéintment as film deliveries may have to be restricted. e e :

These difficulties 'arée part of the normal life of the German civilian; they
.are quite separate from the added complications and disorganization caused by
-A114ed air attacks, . . = A , ; ‘
. .. According to certain reportsy the most:important factories 4n ALSACE have bea
‘transferred to GERMANY with the necéssary skilled workmen.' The plants concérned
included those making rollérs for tank treads, cannon brekes and ecast iron and con
structional: steel. Reports mention a shortage of plants 8nd of lodgings for work-
. ers in the evacuatkon areas, the latter being particularly difficult in view of
the ‘large numbers of evacuces fram the German cities. L o
@  1n SAARBRUGKEN all inhebitants were required to reglster by the end of Octo-
ber. Presumsbly this was the first:stage in an evacuation scheme, At the -same
time ‘drders were published to arrange for released workers, and staffs of factorie; -
campletely demolished by bombs, to be employed on defense diggings. ' :
In conclusion, it appears that although in a few materials, giving coal for
an example, production hag increased during the war for the requirements of war,
‘the oil shortage and railway difficulties have caused delivery of goods to be
_.-most difficult, Also the tightening of the net around GERMANY begins to affpct
‘ produstion of essentials more directly than ever beforgs o e e

it T s K5 D)
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From: Headquarters, VII Corps, “G-2 Periodic Report No. 178, Inclusion 4,” 30
November 1944. PP. 40-42.
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CHAPTER 46

Preparing for the Battle of the Bulge?

Part 1

A 1st Infantry Division intelligence report at the end of November 1944 said
multiple German prisoners told of six SS Panzer divisions re-equipping not too
far behind German lines. It also reported that aerial reconnaissance found a high
amount of railroad traffic—hundreds of boxcars and dozens of tanks on flatcars—
rolling into the same area.

Part 2

An intelligence report a few days later, on Dec. 1, 1944, combined the above
report with others and predicted a possible large-scale German counterattack.

“Three significant occurrences during 1 December, coupled with two other
suggestive factors, indicate that the enemy may be contemplating a large-scale
counter-attack in the Division area,” wrote Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans.

The factors included extremely intense artillery attacks on the division’s
forward positions; after a long absence, enemy aircraft were active over the division
in daylight; and a large number of vehicles and troops were spotted by aerial
reconnaissance.

“...[T]he capability becomes apparent of an attack of Division, or perhaps greater
strength, anytime after 0400A 2 December in an effort to disorganize and seriously
delay any attack which we may contemplate,” Evans wrote.

The Battle of the Bulge began two weeks later.

Read the reports:
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o 5-, I - e

—_— T | | , ﬁszm
BATE 30 Nevember 1944 - C _ R '.l'br % 862400& :
: ):um ca'Tfin' co'gg" 8 I Ry ' S
: ngﬂn CoRPS o
D e o-ammnxcmw ,‘;;-. SOMGMNovamborlbu
; ‘hp" mhlnw’m. 1‘."‘:: i . ’ Nt T " .. 2 e ‘. ,.': : ! i .
1. ENEMY SITGATION AT BND OF mRTOD: . &

a. ,kneﬂ Front Linas: No ohanga. ——

_be  Defensive Or mation* mu 235 (mmam.) new aeeupm 'by unw rw .
f,‘ﬁmﬂaa %his Dill to ba strongly defended: with work now. znmgmu,mmwv -

additional digging. Enemy work parties reported vic 1055862, 1043843 and ID39835, !
.Busaian laborers are digging AT diteh vie NEUREUTH L1190, Tac/R and PI dilclosea
ground defenses in the vic of many towns in the enemy rear areas, See Annex #3.

-which is a German order relating to tortitieationa of 'bowna between their HL'R and
the RI-I[NE RIVER,

i

¢, Units in Contact: BPWs from 7th Co i 295th Inf Rest, 18th vu Div report
that their co sector has been extended to include nearly all ¢f the sector former-
1y occupied by lst B, 294th Inf Regt. The latter bn has been identified opposite
- the south flank of V Corps. If PW statement is correct, it would indicate that
~ the enemy line oppoaite the north of the an Div aactor is very thinly jheld.

: d. Reservea capable of Intervention: The -interrogation of a number of PWs B
from Pz IEHR Div has produced several interesting facti about Six -Panzer Armee,
All PWe were aware that there were six Panzer Dividdens in WESTPHALIA while their
division wes reforming. (Presumably 1, 2, 9, 12 SS Pz Divs, Pz LEHR Div and 2 Pz
" Div (?)). The PWs stated that the intentian was to use these six panzer divisions

‘togethor as one unit. Ilast week, however, the situation in smsaomc was deemed "
.ao critical that Pz IEFR Div was dispatched to the south,

g RS

R e A

|

The division was in Westphalia for two honths\pﬂ.or to crossing the RBIHE,
anxiously awaiting its equipment, The first battalion of one regiment received .
15 machine-guus -onty-one day befors it left for ths combat zone., PWs-claim That
‘the gas shortage was s6 critical that vehicles received on sufficient gas to .
reach the next fuel distridbution point, The division had difficulty in obvtaining

- its personnel and at the time of its commitment on the Third US Army front was not
up to strength. The compenies averaged 80 - 90 men. Personnel is made up of
-Temnants of the old Pz IEHR Div, plus young and inexperienced recruits. Some

eompanies aid not receive any training as company unita. No unit training was
ever given to battalions or regiments. ) u :

Although it is possible that SS divisions im Pz Armee Six fared a little -
better in the recei;v:/t of men and equipment than Army penzer divisions, the present
- state of Pz IEHR division may be taken as a guide to the combat _effieiency of the

remainder of this hfghly-—prized reserve army upon which s0 many German hopee are
- ‘staked. .

i
n

Reliab].e information during the past few days in&icates that ‘10 83 Pz ntv
" e -has moved B pr the: ROER River. where 11: may be rerittad haetily and replace Pz

RO R IR Ot R, £ : ,m
Contmued on Next Page
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~ IBER in Panzer Armoe Siz:\;“ (Sougne‘ﬂf-' L G-2 Periodic. Report #173).

2. ENEMY OPERATIONS numm mron. - B ?_; S I f

S General Summa Enenw continued to nemain ina&tivn on the curpa tront. -
- Very litEle enemy - pa%rolliug was .evident and enemy arty and mortar fires were -

. lig‘nt. .. Sporadie long range harassing B ﬂrea were rapurtad in the northa:n part. -
of the 28th Div sector. _ , oy

LR

. f""" ’ﬁ. Qperation of Gommnt Elements' '

: (1) Artillery: Dnring moat of the period enamy arty ae‘bi.viiy wao llsht.
5 nght hersssing fires were reported between 0940A and 10404 in the zone of the
88th Div and 2 were reported in-the zone of the B3rd Div. However, between 16184
to 16484 an estimated 100 rounds of estimated 75mm fire fell in the vic PS87S, '
This fire originated from the P9772-and P8867 grid squares. FPW, 3rd Bn, 26th Arty
Regt, reports that 3rd. Bn is located vie Pa86?, Pw stated thet 2nd and 3rd Bas
are armed with 7,5 dual purpose guns. Based on activity noted wvic PO772, it
: appears probable that 2nd Bn is in position in tha.t gensral vic and- that Regt Eqa o
: coordinates the fires of the two™hgs. ;
: . o {2)° Armor: None reported during perio&. 5 b e
- (3) AIXr one umidentifisd plane reported over ths 258 piv- seetar at o&w
-Ie unidentif:led Planes were reportad over the same aroa betmn SOGQA and 330%.-

y_;gcmmmovs. RS L 1 e e
e gir Reconnaissance; 'mm 1200 and 1580 haur 'I'ao/a m.‘..uaiona vm.- our area
- were unable to make any obaservaticns due tc weaiher. 'L'he other £uhedulad mgmu
were eancelled. o
Tac/R observations et 1025 houm in the EUBKIROBEN 1!'3329 area ?re as
follows: '
. Ten trains of 30 box cars each w/o enginea statio at TUSKIRCHEN (These
were attacked by fighters, results unknown). Three trains of 30 boxcars each at
. F3729, F4028 and F¥3533 were moving south and west toward EUSKIRCHEN end 1 train
moving east from. city. Two trains. were atationgry at 7305260, TFour trains of 35
boxcars each w/o engines were-parked at F3'72391 ‘and two traina w/o enginer at

3535.

.l' At SATZVEY F2725. 25 ﬂat cars loadad w:lth 25 tanks were atationary on -
‘sidings. Eight additional tanks were parked along road in woods at F305260. :
{Attacks by fighter aircraft shortly thereafter claimed 15 of these tanks dastroyed},
Also in SATZVEY yards were 2 trains of 20 boxcars each w/o .engines,

It is beljeved that thia conceﬁ?cration of rolling stock moved an uniden~
tified unit into this area, as reinforcements to the V Corps front.
Tac/R reports a considerable motor vehicular activity during the day in
. the area weat of Z‘ULPIGH F2355 but )the dir!ction of movement could not be deter-'
mined. S
Vhat is believed to be an enemy trick to conceal rail movements was obsers
vod by Tac/R in the area west of ZULPICH F2333, The KR was covered by green -
‘colored camouflage sections mbout 30 feet long., These were spaced at 20 foot.
intervals and covered a stretch of RR about 2 miles long, >
Interpretation of a recent photo sortie flown slong RIVER RmNE in the vie
of KOBLENZ show considerable trenching activity along the west bank of the RHINB. . -
Theae trenches seem to be plagned to form a series of strongpoints, but these may |
m the ruture be connaated ‘up with a tire and comunication trench syatam. e

Continued on Next Page
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T R et

4, ENEMY CAPABILITIES.
- &a. Three significant pccurrences during 1 December, coupled ‘
with two other suggestive factors, indicaté that the ensdmy may be
contemplating a large sqale comber-attack in the Division area.
Enemy artillery fire increased to an unprecedented intensiiy.on the
Division forward positions, particularly in the vicinity of LANGER-
! VEHE. After a long absence, enemy aircraft were active over the
v Division area during the hours of daylight. An estimated 100 enemy
- vehicles were reported at approximately 15004 hours by oir recon-
"" ‘naissance in the vicinity of SCHLICH. W%ith elements of undetermined
A proportions of the 6th Panzer Army in close .proximity to the ROIR -
River and presuming an enbmy- estimate of our situation favoring an
atgack, the capability becomes apparent of an attack of Division,
or perhaps greabter strength, anytime after Q4004 2 December in' an L
+ effert to disorganize and seriously delay any attack which we may- .
contemplate. . ‘ : - T N

e
s

b, Inasmuch as it %is bolieved that the paratroopers mow on . =~ =
the Division front &re not motorized, the appearance of 100 vchicles
strongly suggests Panzer Grenadiers. The increase in.intensity of =

_enemy artillery is believed to be due to the completion of th
withdrawal of enemy artillery to the ROER River?p Prisoners tZken
on 30 November and 1 December state that the Parschubists have

y their own artillery, but that it Tfollowed the infantry. It may be
; -.thgt.thlspartillery‘is-now being employed in the vicinity cof the
* . ROER River, together with the ariilléry remaining from the 47th
and 12th Volksgrenadier Divisions, the 3d Panzer -Grenadier, plus
‘the normal Corps and Army artillery ' S .

»

- ©o. Tt r et o7 ROBEMTCF, EVANS, 0 e

. R T R T Y .Lt. Col., 0.8.0.,
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From: Headquarters, VIII Corps, “G-2 Periodic Report No. 166,” 30 November
1944. P. 104-5.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.
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Part 2

From: Headquarters, VIII Corps, “G-2Periodic Report No. 165,” 1 December 1944.
P.138-139.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context

184



http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000183&page_name=104
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000183&page_name=104
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000183&page_name=138

CHAPTER 47

Some Secret!

In late November, 1944, German prisoner of war Walter Blehm, 17, had
just promised his interrogators that Germany’s secret weapons would win the war
when a stray V-1 buzzbomb (one of those secret weapons; today we’d call it a cruise
missile) exploded about 150 yards away.

Blehm ran out of the interrogation tent to see the damage. When he came back,
his face showed a keen disappointment. “Ist iss alles? (Is that all?),” he asked.

Nearby, the blast had covered his fellow prisoners with mud. They, too, were not
impressed.

“Well, if that is to decide the war, we lost already,” said one.

“I'd like to know why they keep that thing so secret. Perhaps they don’t want the
people at home to know how ineffective it is,” said another.

Read the whole story:

185




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Armex #2 *t.o
Per:lddic ‘Report. #159

' "BUZZBOMB AND KRAUTS"

PW Walter BLEHM was heing interrogat.ed. 4 cocky, 17 year old one ot Hitler'a

children, who had volunteercd for the parachutors and now had been capt.ured

.. a&.a member of the.9 Para ‘Regt. .-"Germany will win this war," said the Nazi
chJ.ld, "our secret weapons...". His voice truiled off as a’ thundeérous noise
of a “down-t.o-eart.h“ V-1 came by, & sccond later supcrboy BLEHM by as yet

- unexplaified acrobatics had left the bench on which he wis sitting and was

- hugging mother earth. The eéxplosion cume, the tent shook wildly as the buzz-

boub detonated about 150 yards away, A messkit cuue down, hit BLEHM's head who

mumbled incoherent ‘prayers. Then it was all ever; BLEHM rose, rushed out of

the tent and looked for the devastation caused by the Vcrgeltungswaffe. When

he came back, his face showed a keen disuppointmant. "Ist iss alles?!

(Is that all") he asked, C

Outside of the ‘tent, Plis looked 2 sorry sight. They l'Bd just emerged frrm a
mudbath their featms clearly mirrored a great disillusion: They .
cursed-ati their appecarances and the fear made them, for once, talk freely..
Here are sowe of the cbservations voieced by the Germd.ns' .

“Na, wenn das den Krieg entscheidm soll, dann haben wir schon verloren."
(WeJ.L if that is to decide the war, we lost. already,)

"Ich moechte wal W:I.ssen, weshalb man dicsen Dreck 80 geheinm haelt, V:.elleichh
. sollen die Lagte zuhause nicht wissen, wie wirkungslos das Ding ist."

(I'd like to know why they keep that thing so sceret, Perhaps they don‘t want
- ‘the people at home to know how dreffective it ;Ls.) :

“Das war |

s VIH.MA?tﬂ&-*@M’&%MJ?M& s, xmmst mrm:s. 3

WEin emza.ges am&ﬂcanisches M’tﬂlerle-ﬁeschoss wi.rld:. mehr.“ N Sl
(& sipgle Amerlcan ar’cy p:n.ece doés more d:tm“ge.) ’ N :

'“Was fuer eine Schez.sswai‘fel" ' et sl Rlie L S B
H( Q;g does not say that in %‘aghsh ) (Source. PW Report First. US Armr.)

s : ot 5 " X & "’)' ‘J S SRS ‘."‘ : g 15 2 i P P -,-‘-,. ',‘(-'-,7 T
s “.'\f' bl Sk 3 -‘,”'7 Eo L e N . SRR i s S SR _"-" i '11 S J"‘-‘_; . L
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From: Headquarters XIX Corps, “G-2 Periodic Report No. 169,” 1 December 1944.
Annex 2, P. 285.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
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CHAPTER 48

Tips on Interrogating British
And American Prisoners

An intelligence report on December 1, 1944, quoted a captured German
document that gave tips on interrogating British and American prisoners:

“In case of undisciplined conduct, or of obvious lying, or of especially stubborn
behavior on the part of the P/W [Prisoner of War], a rougher treatment (within the
limits of the Articles of the Geneva Convention) or a lengthy solitary confinement
may be of help.”

“The interrogation of English and American P/W’s has often been
very successful. They should not be neglected, even if they are sometimes
uncommunicative. ... It can be established that English prisoners either refuse
information altogether or answer questions to the best of their knowledge. The
American soldier is extremely inclined to exaggerate and in general his information
is not as valuable as that of the English soldiers.”

“The interrogation is most successful when the P/W is quite unaware that
an interrogation is taking place, but rather feels he is taking part in a voluntary and
pleasant conversation. The interrogating officer must therefore be quite alone with
the P/W and not take notes. It is most useful to combine the interrogation with a
short walk, for which, however, there are opportunities only in special cases. Care
must then be taken that P/W is not seen by other P/W’s.”

“Success with British and American P/W'’s is soonest obtained with a
sympathetic but clear and methodical approach.”

Read the whole report:
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- & 1‘ 3
2 a.* S -
Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-J28580
Foto: Biischel | 1944/1945 Winter

The tollmin 10 trunaluted fram a euutﬂred apecigl order for the intarroga- -
tion of Briti.ah Ffi's in the army Dulag (Interrog:tion Oamp) of c-d.n-c Nest. S

e 1 Preliminnry Interro; tion:~ The imdiata ﬁsk.'u:_lg of lendi.ng queationn h
only the ‘The Mogatim therefore begins immediste

' by After the introductory estabnahment ot‘ oontcd:, tha P/.v 1; 'n_nd
ﬁll in a peruonnel form in the course of a general conversation, . Ic inform_.t on_ J

s 8. already nvnilable_ concerning P/H's unit.end its mission, this’ ia ueed aa d ehéu'k

: on ﬂue accuraoy of the atatemnts mde on tha 'persmnel form. Ce R e ﬂ;,

Contmued on Next Page
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. : tied conduct, or of obvique lying,” or ulf‘l'esp;ac-

5 ﬁﬁg::;bme Art?fsles % t;:zecemrt og the P, e rougher trau’hnant.-. (within the

; rcva Conve

- m...y i ey v i aticn)ior‘e lengthy aolitary ggonﬁnement

T Be’ In the sose of
oivilian clothes,
.their identity by
succeasf‘ul. .

P/h s cantured among the civilien population or in

o threst to treat them as sabotege agents unless they prove .
namine, their sunit end giving deteils conoarning it ic* oﬁ:eﬂ Al
N : A 1 3

© s Czeoha. Belgians end - Dutclimen sonatimas, under orders “of the Engltah. W
cleim to be Englishmen or Frenoh Canadians.

. ‘s, Expressing dou‘bts hbo\xt the ef‘feativeness ‘of Engl:luh weapona 8r o sonw
-versation about German wetpons sometimes -causes & technioslly: inelined P/W to aup~ '
p .y information unwittingly, 4 discussion about sport, mey &1so help to start

: ..nglishmen talking. G - - : i ' ~
- {
vf. The English soldier hos a strong c.vers!.on to pol&tical cunversntiona,
even the peuce time. It 18 ndts€o be assumed thut he shures our’ poli:g_gflr views

or attitude to life (wWeltanschauung), In most ccs-s it is thersfore ese to

_talk to him about politics, Derogatory remsrks sbout the English Royul Femily or
the .English Government must be avoided under nll circumstunces, G

gs Clumsy or premture ~usstions may do more hurm than good, In this
connection see instructions to the English for conduct when tuken ﬁriaoner, given

in supplement 2, (This consists of o German trenslation of o British dooument which

is omitted in this veport), A short impression of the P/W and cn indicut:lon of uny

inform..tion riven is to be noted in the mergin of f.ha personnel form.

. h. It is I’ur’ther recommended to allow the P/ﬂ {0 sorrespond with his e
friends and relotives us much os possible during the first days, Englishmen

are jnelined.to write detailed descriptions in diary form, Experience from the

last war shows thnt these lettcrs moy be very enlightening. - -~

<

' . 8 The Main Interrogatiom Bﬁsed ‘onye

-

:The result of‘ the 1nterrog.xtion on urrivul.

b. The i.nromtion ,_,athered from uaptured nt.pers 0 whieh hnve been eval-
~ uated in the munwhile.

L= ' c. ; A summary of ull mformntion alref:.dy known regurding the unit in
quastian and ‘of the. most importunt ':ueatmnu still opens - .

i . B
: -

+ The 1nterrogo.t1n5 of‘f‘:l.cer moat suited to ":he thr\.cter of the P/w 4

procgeds with the B/W in the menner desoribed under par o, If mecesstry, use of o
aeoond interpreter for special questianl.

4. Specinl Methods ot‘ Interrogation. '[he following methoda my be ﬁled wiﬂ_’x/
stub‘bem P/MTai= e :

"2"H;I-H‘ S s &

v . ' Queutioning by utool-pigeons,_ L ‘ s v

" ,b. Listening in to convene.tiona in the oump, a.g. by maanl or speoial
‘tachnical equipmnt (miorophoneu). e N :
; ’ St
&rm:lssion for the use of atoal-pigeonu m P/'N oamps mst ahuys bé
applied ‘for.from:0b Jdest IG/AO, becnuso oi‘ the danger or double-oroui.n; (Dappel-
seitiglceit\) ot

-6 Geneml Questionso RGeS R T S B e T

A v

Ia the use of chemical wart‘are discussesd in Englnnd?

e‘..’s.';;'- . 7
f, Where ore ‘German prisonera 'bemg emvlo"edt : 8
ge . What ‘smericen units ere’ kmgm to P/W? Nhere are uxey loca.ted‘l

Contmued on Next Page
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“hy “How. do Americans conduct themselves in England? o

-4y What is the opinion regarding Lord Mountbatten? where is his Hq?

Jo How is the generzl militery tredning orzonized? Does the Engliuh

soldier dften shoot with 1ive simuntion, thrbw hend: grencdes, eto.t?
g ko 1Is there eny speoiul propagands trainipg (to inorease hate)?
~1le VWhot is the morule of the English worker?

M, - HQ‘"’, are‘the Free french, Norwegians, Dutch, Belgiuns, Poles conduoting
" themselves? ' :

n, What is the discipline of the English soldiers at home?: ‘&rk there
meny militery offenses?

S0e In whnt way dq the shinpmg losses -heyve effeet?

oy

6o \'F'\arther Notes I‘or the InterroLion or En jlish c-nd hma'rioun Pﬁ'i‘ a;

The interrogation of . English end americen Pfw's a.llowa the followiiig con=
clvsions to be drown: . {17 cre stonderd instructions for the handling, movement; -

leurohing. segregation etos, of BAi1s)s , A

Q H T B. The’ interrogn.tion of English Lnﬂ smericsn P/' i's ho.a often been' Yery o
u:cessmlg They should not pe .nagleotad, even if; they ure sometﬁnes unnommuni- o
cative, - i 5 Ay o

$L S

; 9. The informctmn given by English prisoners is to & high degree ralinble-
It oun be established thot English prisoners either refuse informotion: altogether
or dni er quea‘tions to the best of their knowledge. IThe smeriocun :soldier 'is ox=
tremsly “iro11ned to excpgerate, In generol his mf‘omtion As: not us valuable -
as that of the English soldieps

. 10. The English und I»mrionn soldier h:s been very well troined by means
of memordnda cnd regular instruction sbout hor to conduct himself as a Pfis The

American soldier is in general more aeourity conscious und 1eaa ‘prepered to talk
then the Engl.‘.sh uoldier. ; % ¢y

’ 11. (Interrogators mist. brief themaelvas pvoperly ato.). e L

e T iy e m
. - 12 For o auccessful interrogation it is fundumntvl to engo.ga the P/W in
convorsation, &8’ the English erd americcn soldier hos- been. striotly: enjbhwdc: un".ly
to ‘give his mme, renk and number at. interrogatian. :wcording to personality and

temperumsnt P/W'a reacts
a, To speedy, exoct and: pointed questions.
~be, To introductory talk about personcl 1nterests (e.g. i’umi.ly,
profession, aport, wenpons, techniques)e:. - . i
: e . -©e Iobeing foced with: our. knowledge of: enemy unita.
EEd To the indication thet offigers have ulready given informtiml
by meons of which B/ii oon be confronted with exact intelligence ubout his unit. In
this regurd it is not necessary thot the: intelligence comes from officers,
PR T To the indication that, if o PAV refusesto telk; - documents “found
o him, which ha should have destroyed (mrked meps etc.), mey be 'shown to: othar‘
: P'/N' 8. thus suggestmg subsequent unplessantness in store for hime: o v+
-« £o . To being offered sigerettes or a drink, cnd to-the pramiae ot'
toking trouble 6 see thet his relatives ore mformed 1mmsdintely ot‘ hia oo.ytnre
by a _pesteard or through the mdio.

sy

: 13. The mterrogatlon is most suecessf‘ul, when the AV 15 qurba unaware
that an interrogation is tcking place, bub rather feels he is tuking pert in o
voluntary and pleasant conversation, '.The intsrrogating officer must therefore be
quite alone with the Pﬁv” cnd not taks notes.  It-is most useful to combine the in-
terrogction with ‘o short walk, for which howaver there are opportunities only in
speciel oases. Cnre mst then be tuken thet the :48 not seen by other P/MW'ss
‘ Under no circumsttnces my e secretnry toke-down the. inrormtion : i
- given by the B/f in his’ presence ; i!‘ nbnolutely ‘necessary it cen be dane by u.sten--
ing out. _o sight, . ;

a{‘ter the in er :

N
: 14. Succesa wlth British ond American P/‘W's is somest obtamed with a.
sympethetic but clear spd methadical approa&h. 'The bétter the interrogating . g
Ser / ChR oomri.nce. the. P/N that ke alrendy knowa all detnils about the enemy }

Continued on Next Page
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- “foroes, the sconer will he géﬁ"ﬁim"%;.-talg. It -haa“proved lxél 1 to - 7
iy ) AIONeT Wlll he get: : : pful to eollsct
-.aylh@tleﬁk'}_oﬁ'soffic&rs' ‘names and all researches into:'the different ememy units

te make use of them through the interrogeting officer during interrogation,

£

15, Lending questions must boavoided , &8 they couse P/ t o Ve
! . vague
‘and incorrect onawsra, e ’ Y .. M w0 ambs ad

(Source: G-%, AF HQ), b
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, V Corps, “G-2 Periodic Report No. 176,” 1 December 1944.
Annex No. 3, PP 127-130.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 49

A Joke with Consequences

In late 1944 and early 1945, German officers repeatedly told their men not to
give up hope, because new secret weapons were coming that would defeat the Allies.
On Dec. 1, 1944, a German prisoner of war told interrogators that his uncle was sent
to a concentration camp for telling this joke:

“The new German secret weapons are more overwhelming than thunder or
lightning. Thunder can be heard but not seen. Lightning can be seen but not heard.
The new secret weapons can be neither be heard nor seen.”

Read more:
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.+ do Morale

.are more overwhe lming theh thunder or ‘lightnings ‘Thunder con be heard, _
hut not. soons Ligh‘bning oan be. geen but nob heards The new secred weapons
“oan"heither be heard mor seens" (M's wncle was put.intd concentration

© gomp ft):r utbering this s‘oatemenh) (Souram Fix-s‘c UeSe Army Smcul
: Raport v

P token {mﬁrst U.S. Arny atates: "The new Gornun uecret waapons '
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 30th Infantry Division, “G-2 Periodic Report, No. 167" 1
December 1944.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 50

What's the Password?

Outside Cologne, Germany, on December 2, 1944, if you were challenged for the
password by a 1st Infantry Division soldier, you'd better get this right.

See the day’s password and the required reply:

197




w307/

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

N i : ' - . ;
; . ~ L;/ . . My
_—— T —— *
s Jtharic: GO
il L SR i A e

\TTRS 1ST U,3, INFOMTRY DIVISICH  :
FO L, Us s, My o 212 Ty A9Uh 27
% st A
} Lon —r

12 licvember 19y, -

Ref: 1st US Inf Div, Intellipence, Instructions Yo, 1, 15 July 19ML
sl AnELY

FROL ™ ‘ P,
1200 hrs 3 Decomber | - HOUST  RDTY "'ﬁgfrv-.-—

1200 hrs £ December
B..TTLE we . 3 %

alternate for above pericd: :
N . . - - i _ :
By command of lajor Ceneral HUZBMNIA: y %}}

—

i ! Vi

l“ e - -
5t A K et e . %
T 3 : o
1gt I5,, i J, 8., - j

rsst fdjutant Ceneral

T acting

DISTRIBUTION: | |

1 Speciaﬂ_ﬂ
~
.J.\

198




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: “1st US Inf Div, Intelligence Instructions No. 1, 15 July 1944,” 12 November
1944, P. 17.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 51

German Defensive and Anti-Tank
Doctrine, 1943

A December 3, 1943, 1st Infantry Division intelligence report describes
German defensive and anti-tank doctrine, as shared by the Soviet and British armies:

The German Army’s most common defensive weapons are light and heavy
machine guns, rifles and mortars. They use rifles and light machine guns at ranges of
less than 400 yards; heavy machine guns at less than 1,000 yards, and mortars at less
than 3,000 yards.

Anti-tank tactics include the use of artillery firing armor-piercing rounds, anti-
tank guns used in strongpoints and in forward “islands,” and small units of soldiers
specially trained and equipped in anti-tank tactics.

Where mines are used, they’re used heavily: One unit was ordered to lay 3 mines
per yard. Booby-traps are also quite common; even German corpses are booby-
trapped.

Read more:
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ﬁk

2 December 1943

HEADQUARTERS 18T U.S. INPANTRY’DIVISION
A P 0, #1,.0U. S ARMY

INTELLIGENCE NOTES)
 NUMBER..........17) |

‘1, GERMAN FIELD DEFENSES: (Soviet General Staff Appreciation)-
{Source: Brifish_War office Publication) - (AFHQ Int'l '
Notes #29). e

- General:

(1) The Germans base their defensive systems on in-
,habited localities,. on commanding heights and on the exploitation
to the uttermost of tactically advantageous forms of. ground, The
German principle of basing defenses on inhabited localities was-
particularly strongly marked during the winter, The Germans' de-
- fensive system is principally formed of separate zones of resist-
. ence laid out for all-round defense and supporting each other
mitually by fire ("strongpoints", "centers of resistance'). The
ground between the centers of resistance and the strongpoints is .
‘covered by fire, often protected by obstacles and invariably patrol-
“led. However, it has been noted recently that at some points on the
North Western sector the enemy is endeavoring to create a continuous
defensive belt by filling in the gaps between strongpoints with’ el
several lines of communication trenches, extended along the whole S
1ength of the front. ‘

= (2) When organizing a derensive system the German
pays a very great deal of attention to the nature of the ground., .
Wespons ar¢ sited carefully after consideration of the possibilities
of camouflaging them and of - glving enfilade flre. )

. (5) Tactically speaking,;the_ﬁerman defanse SHNa,
genorally consists of two defonsive arcas with a total depth of 5 =

- 10 miles,  The main forces of the defonse arc concentrated in thé
first defense zone, which tho Germans torm the "main defensive belt",

- On an average this zone is 4 - 6000 yds deep, and includes thc art-.
illery positions, The sccond defense zone gives depth but is not,

. as-a rule, manned, Under certain conditions it is -eccupied by re~
serves who prepare it in advance should it scem that thoe defense(f\1
will be forced to withdraw to it, According to the Germans the \\

'”L;?Vlg+; [; “.>:“*””.ﬁ;. £?_;;J:S"

Continued on Next Page
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defonse will be withdrawn from the first to the second zone when
- the resistance of the troops in the "main defensive belt" is broken
& when the bringing up of reserwes-to it 1s likely to lcad to
iaprqportionatcly heavy losscs. Individual .strongpoints and fort-
fied positions ere set up in the arca botwoen the two dofense
ones; their purpose is to safeguard the rcar of divisions and
eadquarters against the attacks of our partisans and of Red Army
units which have penotratod to the rcar. In addition, the two do-_
= fense zones arec connectcd by switech . lines -

: "7 (4) Experionce has shown. that Whnnovor the Germans
decide to put up a stiff rosistance on a given sector, they put
-all their forcos, including Army roservos, in the.'main dofensive
bolt™ and that they even transfer units from other soctors for ths
purpose. s .

L

' (5) Gorman strategic defense inecludes defensivo areas
.sited in depth; thcse are generally preparcd in advance by the .
local population, The final touches arc .hastily put to thom by tho
troops themselves, as soon as it scoms imperative to withdraw to
‘tho now aroas. {Coment: of AGHEILA, BUERAT: and MARETH)

A (6) In addition AA artillcry in scparato zonos of
rosistance (for the protection of important military objcctives -
bridges, railway junctions, L, of C. centers, ctc,) is situated
within the depth of tho German stratogic defenso,

(7) Thc frcqucnt“uttackS"byAour,partiaana on .import- il
ant military objoctives in the roar of tho enomy have forcod tho.
Germens to provide strong protoctive forces and ofton to. put up
speeial fiold fortifications for tho protoction of theso objoctivos. .

b. Thc Gorman Dcfensc Systom Inside Tho Méin Zono of
- ﬂofenso. {(™Main Défonsivo BCLt") .

(1) . Tho Gorman main zone of dofonse is generally sited

A-aeeording to ground features and natural scctors and invariably

takes in. Inhabited localitiocs., Tho forcficld of the main zono of

defonse must be casy to cover by obscervation and intorlocking fire,

Tho main zonc of defense consists of company strongpoints and bat-

talion centors of resistance. The ground between the strongpoI__s

1s covered by a system of cross fire in cnfilade from automatic o
- weapons and, given time, by artificisl obstacles, In addition, this

"ground is kcpt under the fire of artillery and mortars, sited in the
depth of the defense ZONB8, - -

v

(2) The essence of the “main defensive bolt" ‘is the
center of reosistance., This center can fight independently and is
preparcd for proleonged, 8ll round defense, A ccnter of resistance -
consists of a number of strongpoints interlocking cross fire in
enfilade. A _company strongpoint includes two or three platoon do~

s LAY A c” Lo : T R ke e

Continued on Next Page

202




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Continued from Previous Page

fensive arcas and, in addition to automatic infanggy woapons, antli~
. tank guns{;hd mortars, ‘

(5) : Gorpfan Army considers the principal wcapons
of tho defense to be ig, HMG's, mortars end anti-tank guns,
Artillery fire 1s also much employcd. The Gormans profer the follow-
ing rangos in defense: ) - . <

"Rifles and LMG's ’ e 400 yds or bolow;

HMG's - - _ - 1000 yds or bolow;
‘Mortars S i - 1 - 3000 yds.,,

(4) As o general. rule, fire-points are sitgd in build-
" ings adaptod for defense; sometimes tImber and carth firo-points
are built., MG's are froguently found in trenches, covercd over with
camouflage . screens, The firc-plan of strongpoints and centers of
resistance is reinforcod by obstacles, above all, mincs, Obstacles
arc invariably kept covored by firo from the strongpoint or from
ncighboring strongpointa.

(5) - Roads and approaches to strongpoints arc carcfully
mined. A system of wire cnt lomonts, up to four poles wide, con-
cortina wire, etc., Is put up forward of the front line. A loss
~devoloped system of wire entangloments (1 - 2 poles) is put up ;
- between strongpoints, Within the system of strongpoints, beside the — -
anti-~tank wcapons, ant1 tank minefields are laid on those lincs the
‘tanks are likely to usc; anti-tank ditches and other stakig anti--

- tenk obstacles arc less frequently employed, It should be noted,
howover, that the German Command has roecently graesped the value of
anti-tank ditches., Reforring to the instructions of the Fihrer, aon
order dated 8 Sept 1942 from the Inspector General of Enginecrs,
points out the mecessity of digging ditches one behind the other,

It is indicated that these ditehes should bo dug sufficiently deep
to meke them effective in winter also,

6) The anti-tank deﬁense of %he-&ermun main defensive
‘belt is based on the fire of

- supporting arti}le ry, intended to block the .
approach of attecking tenks, opening at 3 - 400 yds. this is prin-
cipally armbr-piercing shell, ' e - ;~-—~"w 7”‘"mfl’"w”

R

i anti-tank guns in tha,strongpoints and breught - ‘
forward to form "anti-tank islands"; - s

= enti-tenk rifies, larga caliber machine guns nnd
-also machine guns and rifles using armor picrcing ammunition against
vision slits,

"o

ﬁttacking tanks, which have penotwated into the
dopth of thg defenseées (according to German instructions, those which

have penetrated the main defensive belt) are counterattacked from
o o el e et

e e ‘ : . -3 e e s v PR i ..‘_7,7,.__.

Continued on Next Page




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Continued from Previous Page

_ambushea by so-called anti-tank detachments ("tank—destruction de=~
tachments"). According to German views, cvery infantry company
should include one tank-destruction detachment, consisting of a
sergeant, four privates and two snipers, This detachment 15 cquip-
ped with five 3 kg explosive charges, four anti-tank mines, six

- smoke grenades. and incendiary bottles, The dectachments operate in
the ‘company ‘scetors, co-operate with the anti-tank guns and gcneral-'
ly take up their positions forward of the latter,

: "{7) In the defensc the defenders try to provent pene-.
tration of their front linec concentrated fire and counter-attacks,
When laying out the defensc, tho Germans gqu;aily create. “flrow
~§00kets“~ the purposc of whiéh is to give an impression of weak -
: cfense a certain sector, encourage the attocking units to pene- -
"~ -trate into the said sector and then, having cut off their lines of
withdrawal to destroy them, “Fire-pockets“ are genorally sited
- between strongpoints, in flat open country bordercd by woods,
heights or odd buildings. German fire-plans arc normally bascd on:
the principle of concentration of fire; cross=fire in enfiladc from
-automatic weapons; concentrated firc of mortars; fire of anti-tank
weapons; artillery fire from the depth of thc position.,  The aver-
ago weight of fire-power per thousand yards of front is up to five
infantry and anti-tank guns and’l -2 divisional‘artilléfy"pieces.

. —-—{8)—From docurients capturcd ot various hehdqﬁdrters
it may bo concludud that German defonsive. positiens are l1laid out
on the fdllowing principles.

' (a) The object of. the positlon is to attain
maximum results with minimum cxpenditure of manpower and weapons.

o S (b) “RBach strongpoint and cach position should
hove allround defense,.

'.ed, c¢lose. attention shnuid be paid to choice of ground 1n siting.

: , (¢) The gulding principlo in siting strongpoints
should be mutual support by 1nrantry aupport weapons.

' - (d) The firo-power of strongpoints should be re-
inforcod by the laying of antl-pbrsonnel and anti tunk mines.

(o) All positions built should at 1east protoet
thnse ‘inside against shell and mino splinters; whenever possiblo
;they should be capable of standing up under thc weight of tanks,
 Shelters and command posts should be laid out for allround defense.
Observation posts should be sot up on groundcovercd by fire from
the various positions, The separate positions should be welded
into fire-units of at least a reinfo“ccd battalion in strength
(centers of resistancc).

s T e

¥o. standard modsl of layout should bo folloﬁ--

\

e s )

Continued on Next Pagé
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. (£) Strongpoints should be combined into centers
~ of resistance, The distance between strongpoints dupcnds on the
: ground. nrﬂitho situation.

' ~ (g) 1In the initiul atagus simplified construc-
tions should be built; those can be strengthnnod later as much as
time and resources allow. S

' (h) Existing buildings and locel resources ahnuld
be usod to the full 1n getting up defonsive positions, Special.
‘conglideration should be given to the use as sheltors,of cellars in
houses. and barns,

(1) " Goncehled positions (on. reverse slopos be-
hind buildings) should be selected for mortars which should be dug
in; the positions should bo changed frequently., Roving guns and
mortars should be umploybd.

" (31) Spécial uttention should bo paid to the
choico and layout of artillery positions and to the protection of
gun dctachments and ammunition. ‘

’ (k) Ceomouflage screcns should gfﬁﬂ¥OVided to cn~
able the troops to occupy theilr positions quickly on an- alcrt C

Lo Field Engineuring In A German Defense zZone in thu Qggn.-

(1) Tho German onginuers make extun51ve usc of exist-
ing houscs and industrial buildings, road embankments and fences.
For moedium and light machine guns, automatic weapons and guns they
either build special positions or adapt oxisting buildings. - The
Germans build dugouts for sections (more scldom for platoons) on
‘reversc slopes; some of the dugouts are given a ficld of fire; on-
trances are constructed on the side facing tho encmy so cs to gobt
the infantry into action more quickly. The Germans favor tho.con-
struction of a very densc network of communication trenches, if -
time is available and ground -suitable. A frequent German devico to
reinforcec the dofeonsc .is to dig in tanks, thus turning thom into per-
manont positions,

e (2) A1l Gorman fiold fortifications aro built of tim- -
o her. g - earth and are, In the majority “of a light typo. o
Hbavy works are vury seldom cncountered, '

(3) The Gormans usa-ﬁhc following tyncs of anti-in-
fentry obstacles - wire barricades, wire -entanglcoments stretched
between' trees, houscs wnd.fﬁnccs, knife-rests,. conccrtina wire,
trip wires. They also usc barricedes in woods and on roqu. In

RSP ERN
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winter they resorted to icing slopes. As a rule they mine their

wire entanglements and-barricades with trip~mines, booby traps,

anti-personnel mines and, rather less, anti-tank mines, .In addition °
- the Germans lay anti-personnel mines -to protect their anti-tank

minefields; mineficlds cduﬂwbﬁagonly anti-personnol mincs have 2lso

been noted, -

: - (4) As anti-tank obstacles the Germans make widc use

of various odd anti-tank mincs and oxplosive devices, (Siting mino-
fiolds at points threatmned by tank attack. It should be noted that
Germans lay mineficlds.not only in dofense but also in attack for '
~the ‘-rapid confolidation of an occupied area, The scale of German
mining operations may be judged from the fact that on the front of
one Army up to 15,000 mines and’ exploszvc decvices were cleared in
the coursc of three months, - An order issued to the 170 Inf Div do~-
fense sector, stated that not less than threc mines showld be laid

_ per yord of front. Extensive laying of mincficlds reinforced the

- German defenses and asugmented its stability. All obstacles (both
anti-infantry and anti-tank) are covercd by fire, Mincfields arc__
gonerally laid 200-500 yards from the forward ecdge of the forward
defense line, There secms to be no systematic method of laying
mines within the minefields; mines are gcnerally laid at will. Tho
Germans make cextensive use of booby traps, sctting them up in dugouts .
houses, abandoned cquipment; thcy cven mine the corpses of their
own men.

(5) The Germons use tho local‘pOpulation on the con-.
. struction of their defenses; their cnginecrs are cmployed as fight-
ing soldiers in co-operation with infantry and at critiral monments
evon instead of infantry,

(6) Special attention should be paid to -tho way in
which the Germons adapt inhabited localities for defense, Every in-
habited locality is turned into a strongpoint; all separatc build-
ings arc adaped for allround dcfense and any defcnse works nccess-
ary added, As a rule the forward edge of the defenses does not run
along the outskirts of the inhabited locality but is pushed forward

- about 150-200 yards, Projecting salicnts in inhabited localities
arc used to give enfilade fire. In addition to putting up the usual
field works the enemy turns all the housces, barns and other build-
ings he needs into fire-points; all remaining buildings blocking the
ficld of fire are burnt down, Tho most common method of adapting
houses for defense is-to deepen the basement for use as a dugout,

“‘cut embrasurc in the bascment and reinforcc the roof by means of lay-
ers of corduroy and earth. The Germans also build dugouts in cellars
and barns, In houses, espccially stone houscs, the cmbrasurcs aro i
generally out in the walls; windows and doors arc also made into em-
— brasurcs, Barns and dwelling houses arc likewisce adapted to tako

guns. For 'this the Germans generally pull down one wall and then
“site the gun inside. Attics are frequently used for machine guns ond
automatic weapons, Wirc ontaglements (knifc rests) are put up in the

- .6 - . . A

Continued on Next Page
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stroéﬁs; sometimes these entanglements arc intersected by doep

ditches,

buildings -in the recarward outskirts of inhablted localities.
“ers are built for the detachments, o

Mortars Arec generally put up in open positions behind
-Shelt-

i

2, NUTES ON GERMAN BATTLF-GROUPS'
-é'---

8. - ﬂhe“torm battle~group 1s usecd by, ths Germans to do-
'signnte any anit or _group of units reinforcsd in such cway as to be
a8 nearly as possible self-sufficiont in combat, and. pldced under
command of a single person or headquartcrs for carrying ‘ot specif-
ic offensive or defensive combat missions, Battle-groupé may vary
" in size from that of a company or two with attached close-support
woapons, to that of a rogiment or several battalions reinforccd with
tanks, mrtillory, anti-zireraft, cngincers and reconnaissance cle-

- ments.. They mhy be organized for short - or long - torm or changing
missions deponding on provailing battleficld conditions md the plans
. of the commqndurs. ‘Accordingly, their size and composition may be
subgect to freqpcnt and great changes,

- b. The projected battle tasks hav1ng been tgkﬂn into con-
sideration, tho composition of a new battle-group will directly do-
pend upon the immediate tactical situationa nd the avallability of
troops. When available units #are strong, 'ond their is plenty of
time for preparation, o new battle-group will be of a lively and
efficient character, In contrast, if time is proessing and avallable
units are scattercd and weak, thc resulting group may be made up of
‘normally dis-associated units gnd sub-units quickly thrown togethor
to save the situation or to gain a vital point, .

_c. In view of the varied and ever-changing deternining :

. factors, battle-groups will seldom show any close similarity to each i
other in composition or tacticol employment. Nevertheless, most
battle-groups have three elemsents in common, namely. assault, holding
and support elements,. Groups formed for defensive action, however,
may lack the assault element. :

- d. Below ig given the comp031t10n of severnl battle-graoups
1dentified recently in Southern.Italy. In each case, the composition
has been dicated not by the theory of what units should constitute
a self-sufficient copmbat force, but by the demahds of an emergency
situation which the commanders have becn forced’ to meet with only——=—>7

" insufficient troops at their disposal., The exaﬁples given reflect
wide dispersion of cnemy forces, and the effocts of a long campaign
in which the enemy has suffeored seriocus losscs and has not becen able .
to bring up reinforcements or replaccmcnts. : :

ttle-groups are usually
dor. B

DR : T . - wiilwbe-neted tfﬂt Ger ba
'known by Ehc name ‘of the individual coﬁggh\

Continued on Next Page
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(1) Battlc-Group HA4S: Formod to hold off Allics
North of Salerno, to counterattock and if possible drive thom back
to tho soa, (Capt., Haas was commﬁndor of III Bn P.G,R.T.H,G,;, may
now bo Rogt!l COmdr). _ . , ‘

. Hq Co _ ,: ‘ | .-'fH.G. PCR T

11 Ba. B . H.G, PGR I
MBS B S ,-' 4« « » “POR 115
10 Co's . HaGe PGR I -

- IIT Bn (S He guns) 5 ‘HeGo Tank.-Regt

.1 Co H.G, Engr Bn
uunidentificd artlllory. : _ ,
’ - (2) Battlo-Group VIEBIG “for holding qnd dul&ying
action in e fayorablc defensive suctor where - infantry was lacking
(San Sqlvatoro). (Col. Viebig is known as C, O. e R. 93) -

T - Ren Bn 26,
"~ 8 Co's Tank Regt 26,
1 Co Engr Bn 83, :
I Bn A.R, 93 (less 3, plus 8 Tp)¢
- 3 Tp Flank Bn 304,
{3) Battle-Group 26 Pz Div, detachcd in omargoncy
from, own front to stop 1 gap in an 1mportqnt defensive s*ctor.

i

II 'Bn PGR 67.
4 Btrys (= Br Tp) h.R. 93. _ ,
‘ (4) Battle=Group RAU, emurgoncy defense. arca. TERMOLI
(Maj Rau, from Operations Scey Hq 1 Paratr Div}, :

_ Officers - Mon Weapons
Hq Btry, TTTSBns Rapatn vl Reile 4 44 2 x 10,5 cn
3 Try. (= Br Tp)«faratr Meliigiy . o - 3 LMG
~ Hq Co Paratr Engr Bn . -l - 68 S HMG ..
e - o ' 1 hvy mortar
. 2 Co's Paratr Engr Bn 1 857 9 HMG
"1 Co Paratr Med Unit 3 100. 7 LMG
Elements 3/851, 1/851 and .3 . 69 (2 LMG
327 A.A. Bn's e S s e . 18 X 2,0 o
e e G g e 1% 8.8 ‘em .
* Kurz unit N PR S . SR L - B e i R
"Tota1*3trength LA T B 371ﬁ_
Weagons.;L

4wdw-12 LMets, 12 ﬂMG's; 1l hvy mortar, 3%z 2.0 et Ad guns, 2 x 3.7 em
. AA guns, 1 X' 7,5 cm.SP guns, 1 x 8 8 cm Au gun,lz x 10,5 em
field arty guns. ' ‘ i . e

(Sourca:f AFHQ'Int'l'ﬁotés“#ZQ);
Contmued on Next Page
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‘MOBIL STEEL PILLBOX:

a. Information has been received of the Germans using a

‘,_mobilo steel pillbox on the Russian front, The following detaills
have, so far "been received: . : . o5

(1) Mothod of construction‘ It is made in halves,:
The top half consists of a steel box, open at the bottom, excopt =
that the slde-faocing the enemy is slopod well back from the base of
the boxe« _Tho lower holf consists of a regular-shapod steel box,

- open at the top, of lighter material.
: gether. ‘

‘The two halves arc welded to-
(B) - Dimonaicns.
' Overall length 4 £t 7 in
— width 4 £+ 3 1/8 in
' Height, top half § 2 £t 11 3/8 in
" bvottom half Soaths & &6 dig
© Overall hejght 6 £t 2 3/4 in
— . Height of apertura 5,9 in
Length " 275 in
Total weight 3 tons
AR . ' ~ (3) Armor: ‘
‘ " (a) " top holf:- ‘
« front plate 150 rm (5.9 in)

()

remaining platesa + 30 mm (1,18 in)

/“‘

bottom half -

all plates

POT S L

o (4)

1 mm (,039 in.),____.”

ipment: .
provided giving an arc of Tire of 45 degrees, and gos 1s taken out-

side by a2 flexible pips.

One MG, pivot mounted in fnﬁ‘t. is

There are fitted two adjustable periscopes,

A foot-operated pump draws air from outside through'louvres ond main-

tains a positive pressure in the box,

A small charcoal stovo is

provided with a chimney 1eading outside.

(5) Towing:

For towing into position the. pillbox 1s

turned upside down and an axle
ture and corresponding hole in
each neanly 4 ft diametcer, are

1s passed through the’ chimney aper-

the opposite side,

.Two wooden wheels,

attached to the axle.

approx 4

in, long, fits into the MG. aperture.

‘A bowing -shaft

The chassiﬁ“ls.,""
sl ~d0tuchgd when sitting the pillbox. o

Continued on Next Page
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Use: The scale of employment of theso. pillbOXes As

not thougiN\$o be great, The only indieantion so far is that four
wero found 750 yards apart in the second line of defense.

el

__(Sour’cez AFHQ Toch Int'l Sum #9),

By command of Major Genefal.HﬁﬁBNER:' ,‘\

.

ROBERT F, EVANS,
‘Mnjor, G. Se Cus
A. C, Of S,, G=-82,

- "DISTRIBUTION: \ : ‘ 2
L.\_k"A" & v B'” .

~
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Intelligence Notes No. 17,” 2
December 1943, PP. 3-12.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 52

How to Surrender to the Americans

By December 1944, German soldiers had devised creative ways to elude
their commanders and surrender to American troops, including fooling front-line
Wehrmacht units into pointing out safe passages through German minefields to get
to U.S. lines.

Another method: asking German artillery units to stop firing so they can “collect
the wounded,” and crossing to U.S. lines in the interlude.

Read more:
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6{ Deserters. - Devices employed by Germans to beccme Ps®l included: (a) whistline
"~ ab passing. American soldiers from ¢ellars and c‘ommg out vhen their NCO could not

see them; (b) telephoning from a bunker to the rear asking that Arty fire be stoppec -
" in-order to collect wounded, then going over to. thm, American lines when: the coast

was clear; (¢) obtaining beforehand the insignia of the Army paymaster, going to
. the front lines and’ scolding -the outposr.s, ordering t.heun ta po:.nt out. the mlnefi.eld L
' .gaps, and movmg out. to the J!kll;r.es° _ , : -
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Source Material

From: Headquarters, VII Corps, “G-2 Periodic Report No. 179,” 1 December 1944.
Inclusion 8.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.
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to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 53

Keep Your Heads Down

By early December 1944, the Germans were using a variety of clever tactics
against American soldiers, including firing tracers high overhead during night
attacks, then suddenly opening up with rifles and machine guns two or three feet off
the ground. This low fire was meant to catch unsuspecting infantrymen who thought
the enemy was firing high and wild.

Another tactic was positioning mortars close behind thick-walled structures
so mortar teams could take cover when they heard U.S. counter-battery shells
approaching.

Read more:
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. well to fire'at the sound of the commanders voice, also at the tank itsclf to kill

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

h. uorters: Germmms place their mortars closc behind thick welled buildinge
The mortar crow has 2 window or hele in the wall opposite the weapon through which
they pass ammunition or toke cover when our shells whistlc. Bursts behind thom end
" even dircet hits on the huilding arce not offcetive., It is sugzrested that bursts be
- fired close to the rear corners of buildings suspected of meskiny Gorman nortors.
Tracer Fire — We have noted that the cnemy, particularly at nisht, coupt z tt"cws, ‘
fircs o areat deal of tracer ammmition, flarcs, etc., in an attu ‘1*‘ t2 conluse Hur |
1nfantry, tank and tank destroycr klumnts. Germans also like to fire tracers high
over head then suddenly cpen up vith ball aaunition 2 or 3 .f.‘e-..t off the ground.
This low fire is mecant to cateh unsuspeetin~ infintrymen who think the ‘Ttnemy is
firing high and wild, Tanks - In night attocks with tanks the Gorman tank comman- 7
der always leads his tanks in the dark tc its finel position. Yhe conmander will ¢
_invariably shout his commands to the driver (who is nct("buttoncd uph) and this -2
. situation makcs an cxecllent target even in the dark. . infantry end TDs will do - - .

.the driver. OP's - The Germans still usc the old trick of laying mines ond phcin,_," .
booby traps -around a forward artillery OP when vacated for the night, When such .
- 0¥s are reoccupied in the morning personnel should be alerted to this. 1csaibilit.y. :
(Source- G~2 79th Ini‘ D:Lv ani .fr G-2 Per Rpt No. 166 30th Inf Div)
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Source Material

From: 104th Infantry Division, “G-2 Periodic Report, No. 36,” 1 December 1944. P.
241.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.
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CHAPTER 54

The Battle of the Bulge

The Battle of the Bulge started December 16, 1944. On the next pages are
documents telling the story of the 1st Infantry Division’s role at the battle.

The reports include a description of the Germans’ “Operation Greif,” a series
of missions designed to confuse the Allies that included Nazi soldiers in American
uniforms behind American lines and captured American tanks manned by Germans
leading German tanks into battle.

They also include maps and a variety of captured enemy documents, from an SS
soldier’s letter home to an analysis of the Americans’ fighting ability to optimistic
reports of progress made in the first days of the battle.

Read more:
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2 'ENEMY BREAKTHROUGH as December 0 31 December)
. "_I'heBlgPlcture".‘y‘- S

. .--'On 16 December, the enemy, 1mplcmcntmg a capablhty whlch had ex:stcd- =l 0
since the start of the Allied drive to the Rhine, launched a high-geared meti-.
culously-planned counterattack on the center of the American line between
MONSCHAU and ECHTERNACH. The ultimate objectives of this drive are .
oo still not clear: it is probable that the operation was designed as a monumental
e sPoxhng attack cutting off the Allied supply port of ANTWERP and commu-
- =+’ nications center of BRUSSELS. In any case, the German.people and the = .-
" Wehrmacht were promised LIEGE and the Meuse, and in the PW cages during 77
" the early days there was considerable high talk of PARIS for Christmas. One
“.7 " of the primary ob;ectwes of the attack was the seizure of the enormous - -f
s American supply dumps in the LIEGE, VERVIERS and EUPEN area; in fact,
© . "the continued impetus of the drive hinged on the capturé of these supplies. -
Certainly the thrust was for more than a local counter-pressure; if its success .
N could not win the war for the enemy, at least it could delay the Alhes"
-Wm.nmg for'a depressing length of time. : .
> 'The enemy’s plan for the blow was carefully thought out and carefuﬁy
dtsgmsed (Sée Annex 1). He picked the terrain — an unlikely spot and therefore =~ |
lightly held. He waited for the weather, and for the first week his operations = |
_were blanketed in baffling fog. He built up enough supplies to catapult the | .
_initial momentum. And he gathered up all his strategie reserves, including the ., - =
Sixth SS Panzer Army, and drove them through in 2 gamble that was far from | = =~
- unreasonable. Furthermore, beyond the normal means at his command he used =
~every deception and surprise element he could conceive, Iabcllmg them collec- -
" tively “Operation GREIF”. . - 1 .

The plan was simple enough once the necessary forg: had been assembled.
Detalled intelligence reports and estimares kept track of the American situation -
. in the avenue of the proposed attack (See Annex 2), and it was plain that the s o i

" one-imponderable in the German planning was the mobility of the American .~
- forces which could be made ava:lablc 0 block the %Dperatmn GREIF*- ;. - 0.
a parachutists dropped - L

Continued on Next Page
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e

' 'SCHAU a few days later and asked to be evacuated. Although well aware

e Knlghts Cross.

GENBACH was launched when 20 truck-loads of enemy infantry and several |

A

'6700 hours, 17 Deccmber Consoqucntly, somcthmg of a race devielopcd
- Infantry ‘dnd: the: 12th. S§S Panzer _Division. for —the -

= ompauon of BUTGENBACH the next town on the projected northern

 route ‘of the enemy. Before dark on 17 December the 2d ‘Battalion, 26th

. Infantry had taken over the town and was defending the high ground to the

southwest against any thrust from -BULLINGEN. The 16th US Infantry was
on its way down from its bivouac area in the vicinity of VERVIERS to take -
_“up positions north of WEISMES; the 18th US Infantry remamed just south
of EUPEMN on an antl-parachutc mission.

‘During 18 December the enemy continued his attacks to reach his assigned
_road net from the east, putting heavy - pressure on KRINKELT and RO-
CHERATH, and finally occupying these towns after the 2d and 99th US In-

~ faritry Divisions had been ordered to withdraw by V Corps. Preparatory to

- . a full-scale. offensive, the enemy. probed our positions constantly during 19 De-

cember, The attacks grew in violence as the enemy tested our defenses from all
_sides ‘with up to ten tanks and approxlmately a battalion and a half of infantry.
During the day of 19 December no prisoners were takcn who could identify

- the-atracking units, but it is probable that they ‘were elements of the 12th SS

- ‘Panzer Division which was falling far behind in its failure to get on its route.
-~ 0f approach according to the German over-all plan. With every day he delayed
-the enemy’s opportunity of breaking the line 'and - getting control of the

- 'ELSENBORN and MALMEDY roads lessened; during the- day of 19 December.

~ the 18th US Infantry was moving south to take ‘up a position 'in the line after

. sweeping the' woods south of EUPEN for parachutists. During the hunt »Ke . ,' '

. Company ran into a sizeable force. from the von der HEYDTE group dug in
in"the woods, but a large part of the group took off to the east and southeast

o durmg the night. Members of .von der HEYDTE’s ill-starred crew; in fact, .

kept showing up all over the area and turning themselves in to anti-aircraft
_ units, supply installations and artillery positions; the whole venture was- offi-
- cially promounced a fiasco when the .colonel himself, .trying o’ beat his way
‘ back to the German lines, called for an.-ambulance in the vicinity of MON-

~of the failure of his mission, he asked the interrogator to notify him should - .
. the Géfman radio announce that he had been awarded thc Swords to. the

- R T

At 0225, 19 Decemiber, the first l:hrust atour posmons il of3U’I’- -

“tanks hit "E“ Company, 26th US Infantry; supporting artillery was called in
‘and the attack. faded out within an hour. Patrols from “E¢ Company later

..+ 2:¢counted over 100 enemy-dead-in-front of their-positions: Later; at-1010; two - =

EE f
0l P .
A

~ ‘tanks and about a company of infantry were observed moving in on the 2d
“Battalion positions from the south. The tanks- managed to work H¥ir way up
to our road—blocks where one of them was destroyed by 90 mm | rc, e qther

Contmued on Next Page
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- tank: mthdrew, but not before a bazoqka team had damagcd onc. of our
- '90-mms.-The wppomnganfantry- was-disposed of handily by artillery fire: Av
- the samic time another attack in about the same strength thrust eastward fry
- BULLINGEN;; it, too, was dispersed with one tank .destroyed. Other tagks;
workmg their way toward WEISMES from the east and west, were turned bas
by intense artillery and mortar fire. Before dark two more forces, both of com-
pany size and supported by tanks, tried again to find a soft spot on the |
southern and eastern edges of WEISMES, with a complete lack ‘of success.
Alrogether, the day was totally unproducnve from the enemy’s point of view; =
- not onlydid he fail to sound a hollow.spot in our defenses, but lns attempts o
. do so were very expenswe in both infantry and armor. - S

* Nevertheless, with the 1st §S Panzer Division in scnous straits to o the west
on account of the 12th SS Panzer’s failure to clean up the north flank, and -
' probably because it was cléar to the most inflated SS ego that the campaign -
had stalled, the ene continued resolute in his dccns:on to force a passage to the
north and\west. attacked on 20 December in greater strength but with no
greater success. At 0615 the 2d Battalion, 26th US Infantry, reported contact
 with-a heavy force of tanks and about a battalion of infantry. The attackmg
- force was probably the 2d Battalion, 25th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, rein-
forced by additional infantry (possibly elements of the special parathute regi-
ment attac to the 150th Pinzer Brigade, part of “Operation G “) and
supported by the 3d Battahon, 12th'SS Tank Regiment. Although first captace i
.. with our forces was made just before daybreak, previously, as in extremely. :
~ interesting captured document indicates (See Annex 4), the attack had suffered ? '
high casualties and had been confused.by our. intense artillery, mortar and
small-arins fire. In spite of this initial disadvantage the attack was driven home o
. hard and a slight penetration was made. By 0815, however, the attack had been -
. .completely repulsed, eight tanks had been knocked out and were seen burning *

 (the number knocked out and not seen must been oons1dcrably higher, ;
according to thc same capturcd rcport), and all DWls:on ‘positions had been
restored.- : :

L Wlulc t.hxs attack was under way, ano:hcr attack possnbly coordmated :
. with the 12th’SS, but_more probably not, was coming in against our posmons e
~ south of WEISMES. The unit engaged in this thankless task was identfied as-the .. .
» _.-8th Regiment, 3d Parachute Division,: old _acquaintances from NORMANDY L e
- LANGERWEHE and JUNGERSDORF. The parachutists had-had, in fact, = =
o much the same history as the Division during the month. Rehevcd from theline =~
" _in the Duren arei on 15. December, thcy were sent back to a rest-area near
-+, MUNSTEREIFEL to. refit and re-equip. On 16 -December-they were alerted -
- and-sent -to MODERSCHEID to hold the northern flank of the German-
‘._brea.ktbrough. On 20 December the 3d Bagtalion, 8th Regiment, was ordered |
' to attack dur positions in OBERWEYWERTZ from the south. Accordmg to
‘the captain commanding the 1ith. Company, who was taken pnsoner durmg j

| Continﬁ-éa-bn Ne&t Page
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;. ‘the fighting, the 11th and 12th Companies worked their way northward-along -
; - the railroad track to the edge of the objective. There the captain was told by
.1 a‘civilian that the drea was lightly held by American troops.- The captain was
2 - not sure of the civilian’s integrity and circled the town to the east, intending
- to-take it"by- the main road. Our troops-opened fire on him before he could .-
group  his forces for the assault and the two companies scattered. The captain
_ said that a great many. of his men had"been killed; the 10th Company, which:
was. to. support the attack, never showed up after suffering heavy casualties
. - from our artillery fire. =~ .- . . s
"~ 4 - Although these and subsequent smaller attacks throughout the day of 20
""" December were unpromising from the enemy’s point of view, the build-up in
front of the Division positiops continued, and it was plain that it presaged far
more than continued local pressure. ' : '

i ., 3 5

. -, On21 December another assault was launched. Into it the enemy pur *
£ everything he had at his command, as well he had to, for by this time his need
to break through to the north and come to the rescue of the beleaguered 1st SS
- Panzer Division to the west was imperative.” At 0130 the enemy opened up
" with machine gun and tank fire on the 2d Battalion, 26th US Infantry, posi-
. tions southeast of BUTGENBACH; artillery was brought down and the attack
i 'was disposed of as another feint. At 0300, howewer, the enemy laid down an
* ' intense, concentrated artiflery, nebelwerfer and mortar baarage. The battalion
- positions were blanketed, communications were reduced to radio and no con-
. tact at all was possible with the forward' elements of the battalion, but when = -
- the inevitable follow-up thrust developed, our infantry was ready for it, Ten
- to fifteen tanks and approximately a battalion of infantry drove forward on
~ the bartalion positions. Artillery defensive fires 'were laid down (during the
day the artillery fired nearly 10,000 rounds) and:succéeded in putting a setious
. crimp in the assembly of the resérve and following troops. In- spite of thisdis-
..ruption of his rear clements, however, the enemy drove his attack hard and a--
> slight penetration was made. Five tanks which hit between E* an »F* Comi- -
, - panies, 26th US Infantry, got through our lines; but'our infantry held fast and =~
- w.: cleaned out the infantry following. The tanks which got through, althcugh = g
© .. working on borrowed time, succeeded in pinning down the 2d:-Battalion CP '
' \ - with direct fire at a range of 75 yards and overrunning the “E% Company CP. ’
- Anti-tank ‘guns near the battalion CP destroyed four of the tanks® the fifth
.. got away. By 1140 hours the full force of the enemy assault began to abaté and -
- the situation in the “E“ and "F* Company’s area was being restored. The
-+ enemyy though operating under considerably reduced power after his rough
~handling, continued to try to force his way through out positions during the
_ day. Late in the morning, a couple of tanks, spearheading the attack of approxi-
mately a battalion of infantry (again, probably the 12th SS) broke through the -
lines of the 1st Battalion, 26th US Infantry, but again was-isolated. At 1430
hours another attack led by tanks hit “F* Company, but was so punished by "
~our artillery that the enemy was not able to'come to grips with our infantry, °

.‘ V . ‘f‘_:l.- - . ,...._‘.-.-...’...._...._, ._...,,. el oo g s M Ll 2

. SR T o R - S S
st T AT BRI SR A B A R
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Afthcr chie full wc:ght of the htmg was over it was’ poss:blc, through the
: " interrogation of the one prisoner captured (Sce: Annex 5), to reconstruct the % . o
L,{l\:my‘s attack. This man said that the Company, 25th Panzer Grenadier ; \
.egiment, had led the attack. with the mission of taking BUTGENBACH with Sy

strong tank support; following in line were the 10th, 12th and 11th Companies. - =
- Leading the attack, the 9th Company suffered extremely severe casualties from LS

* . owr machine gun and small arms fire and vnthdrcw, but the following comg
panies pressed on with, in the eénd, no greater success and at an equal cost. -

"Although the 25¢th Panzer Grenadier Regiment was pretty well climinated = ;™ -
‘as'a potential in the fighting of 21 December, the enemy continued to place
" the highest priority ofi cracking our defenses to allow him .to roll ‘up the -
. BUTGENBACH road. On 22 December the 26th Panzer Grenadier. Regiment
was committed to succeed whre the 25t had failed. For a while this new outfit,
. again-with' heavy tank S\ppore, almost succeeded. Tanks started north against |
the Division positions shortly after dawn, attacking from three points west of - | - -
DOM BUTGENBACH; enemy infantry following the. tanks managed to push =
our lines back. At 0940 hours an-undetermined number of panzer grenadiers .
- . had forced through our lines, splitting ”A* and ”K*“ Companies, 26th US. o=
fantry Elements of the 18th US Infantry were committed to hold further pe- - . - .~
- netrations, ”B* Company, 26th US Infantry,” advanced to restore the ground.
and ”A“ Company attacked due east to close the gap. Latcr, around 1600.
hours, elements of the 18th. US Infantry moved in and helped in. retaking the

ground. One tank was still bchmd our hnes after the fxghtmg was over, bur. '
: managed to escape after dark. '

_ “This second attack, wlnch was. equzl in mtensnty to :hat of the 25th Re-
- glment the day before, was, in the énd, équally disastrous to the enemy. Beyond -
~_his failure to reach the promised land of his northern road net, ‘he lost-well -
- over twenty tanks and his casualties, ‘altbough’ uncounted, rin into cnpplmg
ﬁgures Patrols sent out on 23 December reported enemy dead as common as
\grass, with corresponding amounts of abandoried equipment. For the two davs A
~ fighting it was estimated that the enemy: lost more than 44 tanks — more than = "T AV
© 44 since that number was actually seen and counted. The 26th US Infantry s

o csumatccl that it had- inflicted over 1,200 casualties on the ‘enemy.

: ' With the collapse of his plan to‘force his way north, the encmy subsxded
~into'the defense, bringing - up infantry units to.hold the line while he withdrew
_ - the'12th SS Division for repairs. Movement in front of the Division was: hcavy e
" but undetermined in purpose; the most srgmﬁcant report of 23 December was * D
“that horsedrawn equipment was observed: moving across the Division sector in- - ‘
—. dicating the arrival of purely infantry units, Small attacks came in against the .
-16th and 26th US Infantries, but they were obviously intended as holding~
- efforts rather than serious attempts_at penetration. Two more encmy tanlu
, . were knvcked out in the vlcnmty of BULLINGEN. - % :
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' m mfantry elements to replace his armor .

.- tration, both field and anu-anrca‘aft, southeast of BULLINGEN. Movement on

. -the-limited road net in front of the Division line continued ‘heavy, and was
_taken under pumshmg artillery fire, but rather than indicating a new formation

. for an attack, it proved to be traffic supplying the deeper penetrations of the -
enemy salient, driven off the main roads by our air atracks, The Division pri--

~

From 23. Deccmbcr 10 thc cnd of the P eriod the enemy COntmued to bring - -
a.n% to build up an artillery concen-

soner count dropped to practically nothing; those who were taken were usually
lost and snared on our minefields. Division patrols moving to the front were
often able to penetrate 1,000 yards before contact, and from their reports it

- was evident that the enemy was digging in and preparing to defend, On 26 De-
" cember, prlsoncrs and documents indicated that the 3d Parachute Division still
- held the western flank of the Division’s front; to the. east it was’ beheved that
- the 12th Infan:ry Division had moved into line. "

~ On 28 December, this behef was confu-med short.ly before dawn’ thc 3d ﬁ/
Battalion, 27th” Volksgrcnadxer Regunent (12th Division) attacked the 'left

- 'flank of ‘the Division pasitions after an intense artillery and nebelwerfer bar-
__ rage. The plan’ was ambitious. The 1st Battalion, 48th Regiment, was vo makea
. simultaneous attack to secure the high ground west of WIRTZFELD, and
" clements of the 246th Volksgrenadier Division, previously identified in front -

| - —of the unit on the left of the Division, were to push through to ELSENBORN
‘from the east. In spite of these elaborate plans the attack was a complete fiasco.
_The 3d Bacralion, 27th Regiment, was taken under intense artillery fire duting
~its approach march and a high percentage-of the Volksgrenadiers reversed their
. field and moved rapidly to tlfe rear. Some elements of the 9th Company and a
_handful of engineers from the 12th Engineer Battalion-succeeded in infilerating:
~upthe draw northwest of BULLINGEN; they remained ineffective during the
. day‘and were combed out by strong combat patrols before dark. The atracks
" of the st Battalion, 48th Regiment, and the elements of the 246th Division
- were cqually discouraged, and the net rébult of the day’s work was the capture -
““of three men from the 53d Nebelwerfer Regiment i%]l
. attack, thus giving a source for much of the ncbelwerfer ‘flre whlch had’ bccn y
.. falling on Division positions during previous days ‘

ich had supported. the

“The failure of his last ambiticus- attack apparently convmced the enemy

' of the futility of trying to force his way. through-our defenses; for enemy acti- - =

.- vity to the end of the period, as reported by patrols, consisted only of busy =
. digging anid moderate counter-patrol ing. The enemy continued to lay artillery -

- -fire on our forward positions and cxtended lus efforr.s to mterdictxon of roads
L in the rear. arqas :

To what extent the stand Of thc 1st. Dwmon sou:hcasc of BUTGENBACH TR

- put a.ipoke in’ the wheel of- the. enemy’s-planis an” open~question. Certainly .
~“the enemy, from’ t!:lc high priority he placed -on: getting through 10 the north-. ...
/ west and his-successive “all-out” attacks, cons ?ered it of prnmary 1mportauce

16
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‘The stand moreover, was dlsastrOus to the enemy in a negative way. On thc

- -positive’ side Tie had two regimerits of one of his- top-drawer SS panzer divi-
' sions ground down to a framework and lost up to 60 tanks in addition. On the
negative side, however, he was unable to come to the rescue of the 1st $S Pan-
—_zer Division caught in 2 vise in the STAVELOT—-—LA GLEIZE area by the 30th

US Infantry Division. And; possibly most important of all, he was forced to

~ rearrange his high-level plan completely, abandoning the idea of getting at the

First Army dumps in the VERVIERS area. As a result, II SS Panzer Corps.

- which was to follow up the successes of the I Panzer Corps, was committed to -

the the south instead. With the 1st Division jutting out into the salient, the
overloaded road net supplying the point of the thrust was further restricted
in the radius of artillery fire. Altogether, the northern flank of the' German

penetration was not a matter of hﬂart-warmmg sausfacnon to the German

High Command.

If the enemy had failed to gam his ground, ccrt:unly he had tried hard
enough with every means at his command. Treachery and- deception played
~an integral part in his plan. The tactics of the 150th Panzer Brigade (the power

behind. Operation GREIF“) were never fully. successful due to greatly increa~

- sed security measures taken by the Division. Although no established penetra-
. tions of Germans in American uniforms took place in the Division zone, an
" idea of the effectiveness of control can be had from the case of a strange officer
from higher headquarters who got lost on his way to one of the regimental -
'CPs and ended up on-a road leading through one of the front-line company
positions. Within an hour of the first alarm, the officer had been arrested four
times and cheched for identity. Treachery had an equally important part in the
enemy operation. A number of American prisoners taken by the 1st S Panzer |
Division southwest of MALMEDY on 17 December were disarmed and shot ™
© . by their captors; more than. 25 civilians were murdered in STAVELOT by
" the same unit. On 26 December a three-man enemy patrol entered the linés of
the 16th US Infantry with the indication it wanted to surrender. It was dis-
covered, however, that one of the enemy was carrymg a machmc-pzstol behlnd

* his back. The patrol was eliminated:
- Enemy artillery ‘during the period was consmently strong, though it
. reached the intensity of the HAMICH Woods only on the few occasions before:
" an atrack. At the end of the period a considerable amllery bmld-up was stlll

- reported southeast of BULLINGEN. -

; “-During the opcration the GAF put in an appearance in greater strcngth
- than the Division had encountered sifice the European campaign started. Enemy
. air -attacks were frequent But not very productive; the highest number of
. tnemy plancs reported over the Division -area at one time was 30. The enemy
air situation was further confused by the-appearance of American “P-47s which -
committed hostile acts and were believed to be encmy-operated; it was later

learned that the planes were Amcncan and that the fault lay w1th thc pnlol:s
bnefmg : i

f -
7

i
.

pl
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idence ‘of ‘the enemy’s long—range P anninj 3
or his drive to the west'is obtained from four r:els of newsr
fllms captured by the 16th Infantry. '

“The films werée taken off a courier who had bccn ‘ dlspar.chcd from -
. COLOGNE to the leading clements of the 1st S Panzer Division to pick" .
- ‘them up, He was to return to SCHLEIDEN, the CP of the division, but was

- “captured enroute. Eventually the films were to be sent to BERLIN for deve-

. lopment; instead, they have been forwarded to hxgher us headquarters

Wlth the films was followmg descnptwe note: .. . e
Unit. 1st SS Div. o R L A SR
SUBJF.CT. .We Attack" LIGHT Dark raln '

HNGEN six k!lometers south of EUPEN—MALMED?

“The attack started on {7 December across the Westwaﬂ at' !
530 The\\e\vgather is extreme]y bad. A very heavy artrI!ery bm'rage N

ows the surprised enemy out of his. position. We foﬂow up our - - .
attack day and_f§nt. Already pfenty of PWs are being brought in. Dl s
urmg the early hours of the firs{ day, Ma.ny guns and vehicles are -
-being.captured. Most of the Amencan gun crews are surpnsed an
< killed at their guns. ' . e St

EEL - PICTURES e e T e
o I———4"' 5 M ﬁrat surprlsed PWs come Jn dur:ng the{
f_:_-_-early “hours.’ Y ey -

'“stop for | a few haurs : T i e
- Only - four shots were Hred Irom this US_ &
‘«.75mm anh-!ank gun, af ] y
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f_dz'pl n’iy 6 ;dedd m-e leif by the aurpm'ed‘ ;

**Suapahots of the advance LA L e e S
.= Laughing' drivers. e o '
. — Captured cigars are drstrrbuted e
"' "'Scenes of the march through the Eifel mud.
§-213 . Pictures of the advance of the fniantry
e {‘j'jFrom our SPs we have shot up many
. " US tanks, scoutcars, and supply vehicles.”
o 1st SS Div attacking. the Belgian Border
" AMtack; captured- vehicles, burned out US .
' ‘tanks and vehicles. ' :
-"'ffOn road to MALMEDY e
- 'CO of Reconnaissance Unit; $8 St
- Speaks to an omcer

Intemgence Report Puge 1 A
c]oxed 14; 12 44, 1200 hours

: 3 Rggrments along a front of 30 kilometers. - :
" "At MONSCHAU the newly-arrived 78th US Inf Drv 13 In po- :
* ﬂsition This unit succeeded in penetrating the German defense lines
with the intenitions of reaching the ERFT reservoir. The 99th and '~
. 78th US Infantry Divisions belong to the V Corps of the Ist US .
B Army ‘South of the 99th US Inf Div sector the 108th rndependém-il,l_"”,"
.“"Cavalry Regiment is probably committed. It may be assumed that _
the operational reserves in the rear of the 99th Infantry D_ivisiorr
‘.. .consist of the 2d US Inf Div plus the 4th and 102d independent Ca-' -
O vaer Regrments Furthermore those units, now in rest areas, whlch» -
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!n teIleved mdhe ROBR sector, includmg the m us' Jni
nay be consldered as operationgl ‘:esewes. A R T
' ghis sector. may. be commiited units-of Division alze f:om t.lu."T 2l '
eserve o! ‘tite 9th Army now attacking m the JUIJCH uxea‘ ‘ :

Bnemy Operations. ] G A e ey,
~ " _In the sector of the 99th US Inf Div the enemy is’ in a de!ensive L
.~ position. His defensive line in the sector in the sector HOFEN—
. ' HOLLERATH consisis of strongpoints only, due to the wooded ter-.
s ‘rain; while in the area HOLLERATH—UDENBRETH and to the south -
“: - @ gystem of strong entrenchments has been identified. Due to the -
" recent digging activities in the area. HOFEN--HOLLERATH it may ~ '
. be concluded that his defense line will be strongly- fortified. It may
 even be assumed thatl the enemy will commit his units south - of .~
- ‘MONSCHAU into the attack in the dlrectmn of the ERFT- reservo:r
{99th US Infantry Division.) __
N ‘German prisoners. of war are bemg uaed to dlg emrenchmems' ;
- - A large number of dogs have been observed at many - places. Appa-"'
- rently troops occupy all villages near the [ront. Th& American-sol- -
! -dier is very careless in guarding. Ius bfﬂe!s. In many instances the’: ik
. dguards desert their posts at night. . e
: - Eremy aruHery buﬂd-ups are appurenl .in three fnam -areas:
A'In the area KRINI{EI_T-—NUNNINGEN {5 to. 6 battahona)
SOuth of MONSCHAU - . - (approx 4 battalions).” ..
- A MANDERFELD - ‘ (approx 4 ba!talxons)'

) s __So far only hamssmg ﬁre has been employed e .

-

i ,3. Eva!uation of -Enemy Units. -

- 99th US In!antry Division actrvated 1942; in Europe nince en?!
‘of October; first combat experience _middle of Movember e -Théﬁu*w
. 78th US Infantry Division is also a newly-activated lnfantry divi- .. - T
---gion without combat experience. These unils m reserve areas which
- will probably be committed irom their rest areas' have suffered
""'heuvy losses during the battle in the sector wesl of the ROER. In
, spzte of the ‘fact that they are old and battle- experrenced divisions =
e appears that the replacements are not of the desired caliber,.
-since it has been learned that one of the d:ws:ons used members e .
_ola penal company as replacements i B e T

4 Enemy Capabilities.

. In view of his intentions in the area east of AACHEN and the e T ey

heavy ‘Josses sustained. there, the enemy hus occupled ‘the. EIFBL--‘-»--!—‘- S
,_,_,,,W,,_-Iram -only very weakly. abeminl g TR g g e

‘ 'In order to secure this secior ugamst German surpnse al!ackx-’wf*‘”_”:"-'"""

the reHeved unﬂs from lhe ROER sector. have been pluced. in: res! o
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: areas ln the to.rward seclor Theae units are only capabfe of oHen :
ying strong resistance - against--an-- energetic “attack if the ‘enemy
= e#g dn_bringing to.the south in a short time the operat!onal
reserves held in readiness for. the ‘ROER at!ack T G
“As learned irom gxperfence it is assumed that the enemy wm““ g
no! qmckly recover from his’ rinexpected reverses, . X
L 'As far as terrmn is. concerned, the attackers as: well ‘as the e
- defenders must cope with the heavy. cz‘ay of the area HOHEN VENN
and also the many rivers and nvulets which mo.suy ﬁow from north
1o "south. A good road net is avai]able fo: troop movementu ln u\
% ,north-sou!h direction. ' : : 5

. Enemy Axrforce Employment.” . & . o0 « & R
i the area of Belgium and northern France, e.nemy can emp!oy

irom 1700 to 1800 fighters and- ﬁghter-bombers. ‘Besides, he has'at -

,Izis disposal umts stauoned m HoHand and n r!heast France £,

. *6. Partisan Acuvmes : TR s
S Atdl !imes one must consider the emp!oymem of a Belgfun d_—f.'
. French Mmtm oz members belonging fo umts oi !he "Armee Blag_
“che"

F P A (Iower unit inten'ogution)

Por zhe 12 SS Pz Div "HITLER JU‘GEND"
: Flrst :General Stati quer V

ST itel 16-Dic. 44
e LT A Saturday_, '

My' daxly Ieﬂer will . be vety short-shon and sWeet. 1 write durmg
. . one-of: the great hours before an auack-iulf of unrest, full of .ex- \
peclation for what the next days wHI bring. Everyone who hagy i
. ““been- here -the last two days and mghts (especml.ly nights), who
£ : ,-7-—has heard the constant raitling of Panzers, knows that something
. mbg " “ig up and we are looking forward to a clear order io" reduce the -+
. emi. - lension. We are still in the dark’ as to “where and "how" but that
' .~ cannot be helped! o
~--Some believe in big wondera. but that may be shorts:gmedt It ls’
enough to know we atiack, and will throw the enemy from our
" . _homeland. That is a holy task! I.do not wdnt to talk or-write much
now-but wait and see whut lhe houra ahead wm‘bringf :
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Qv hed ia Ihe temh‘c noise of VI of a.rmlery -the. voice of w&r
vlong now .wmh me Juc}r and fhink o! ume .

heavy ‘armored and mfantry ttack on its left flank. ’I'he attack Wthh sr.arted ,
at about 2300 hours, continged in varying degrees of intensity- throughout the
mght and until about 0800 hours. An hour later a second attack, at the time- '
believed to be a continuation of the first, came in on the right flank- of the = -
. 26th.US lnfantry - Afver the ‘attacks had subsided, thc '261:11 US Infantry esti-
.+, mated that ‘it ‘had knotked -out six tanks. =

F - During the morring of 24 Dccember, a couriery apparently lost, ran across

e mmehcld laid by the 16th US Infantry in a tracked motorcycle and blew up.
* The courier was carrying the document below. The report deals with the attack .

-on the left flank of the 26th US Infantry, and it is evident that considerably -

“more than the estimated six tanks were knocked out by our fire. The infantry
‘mentioned is believed to bé the 2d Battalion, 25th Panzer Grenadier Regzmcnt, :

“the parachutists were probably from the special (z.b.v.) parachute regiment . '

:-attached to the 150th Panzer Brigade. The later attack on the right flank of

: the 26th us Infantry was launched by elements of ;he 3d Parachute Dmsxon

G = GE T b “ \

Sd Banalion, 12th S8 Pz Regt [ Bn CcP, 23 Dec ‘

COMBAT REPORT FOR PERIOD
FROM 18 lo 23 Dec 1944* e

.Mler the night attack on KRINKELT during the Iught of 18——1’9
cemher the battalion was ordered back to ils slarting position on -
d_ers ‘from regiment. The battalion, less 11th Company, reached
" . the hlghwu)r in the wooded area vicinity point 639 and 672 at 2400
: ho_urs 11th Company, which, together with. 5th Company, had re- . . _ . .
mained at "the northeastern edge of KRINKELT for security, was. . . .. ;
d}so_ puued back into the woqded .area later during the night. 7f__———-
Losses in the mght attack 1 Mark 1V belonging to_10th: Company :
o s e o #---bRCOmME @ cqsualty when it -hit a mine:
-1 Mark IV belonging. to 11th Company
-was-damaged by « Sherman tank during -
-the night hghtmg m the town. (damnge
'otmcks) - : o b
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w0 1iOffiger of Hth cﬁmpqny'-wak-isngmw: e

, 0 ‘_ ‘%‘-'injured by shrapnel Bl bk

. Acgo ] put ‘out of actron by !Ith Company;

e prjsonem taken. After replenishmg its gas and

- ammunition supply, the battalion was o aasemb!e -

. at 0500 hours and start its advance on BUTGEN- -

- BACH via LOSHEIMERGRABEN——BULLINGEN

':-fBecause of difficulties in connection with refu—
eiing and the clogged mghways, the battalion’'s

point ‘reached the road _near (lefl out of origmn!}
al.‘ 1200 hours :

_ The batta.’ﬂon commqndmg ofhcer toge!her w:th Iua Maiaon
ofticer, went ahead to BULLINGEN in order to reconno!ter terrain
and suuatwn and establish contact with e!emen!s committed lhere
“After”’ being briefed by Cap!am URABEL of 3d Battanon, 26th S8
_Panzer Grenadier Regiment, the battaﬁon was orienfed as. Iounws
by the commaudmg officer of the advance elements of the 12th SS
Panzer Division, Major {Wehrmacht not SS) MEII-.‘R . | m o
I reached BULLINGEN whick had already been- taken Ior one--- E
or, two days (The exact date slipped my mind; it can, however, ‘be-
o “stabﬂshed by further mquu'y) I was then stopped by my division:
in spfte of my. suggestion lo penetrate to BUTGENBACH without s Ee
“delay, lest the enemy gain time to brmg up reserves and establishé\ s
. a strong line of defense’’. '
A - .Major MEIER féﬁ%r explained that the enemy had strengrhened
S hlmsefi continually during the preceding day, that he had dug in, -
; ar;_d thus established a defense line in the vicinity north of BUL-
INGEN DOM BUTGENBACH, to ‘the. edge of the woods southwest
~ of DOM BUTGENBACH.
s Aﬂer the ' report. cericerning the snuauon at BULLINGEN had
_-‘been given lo the Regimental Commandmg Officer in the Dlwsion 3
o Commanding Genera]s presence, the latter guve mstrucuons con- L
: 7cermng further piuns --‘Q’ SR T -

,IO!h Company wﬂh Engfneer Pla!oon
= Oth Conpany RaE——— = —o
s A1th. Company-—— e
Parts oi Headquar!ers Company

rection, advanced fowards !he ‘southwest; yel it was possfble to
‘-fhaﬂ tt and direct it 1o the correc! road In the meantime, the Iiafso_,__‘.

.
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; “ﬁjcer had tound ouf. that the fnfuntry was- auH on bo!h ‘gides-of
7 the road about 800 meters west of lhe. road: junc!ion at !hg ‘western- - = .
S . entrance_into BULLINGEN. _Slowed down. by -the pace of the im— ~ ~— =
R M tamry, the attached paratroopers and mine- detector‘ squod.s, the-"f'f“"”" S
e poinl ‘made halting progress only. . : '
- Aﬂer the security lines of the intnntry. pnratroopem, and en-
N gg;e}ers already committed in that area, h had been passed by. about
RN T meters, heavy anti-tank fire drom !he left, from the direction .
' of DOM BUTGENBACH, as well as exceedinglyheavy artillery and
mortar fire was enceuhitered. The infantry suffered most serious
Iosses as a result of this fire and the accompanying heuvy rifle and . -
enemy machine gun fire, The attack failed beforé the point could
be iul!y commnted as several vehicles were. in bad shape because
‘ oi artillery and moriar hits.

' _The company was. wuhdmwn by the commandfng of!l'cer, ancL»

he baltalion was regrouped. '

; " ...* Al about 0500 hours, the batlaIron, on both .srdes of the ‘high-
— way, ‘renewed ils attack -with_the 9th. Company {Jogdpanther Tanks) g
.. .. a8 point. It penetrated the foremost anti-tank defenses, but the

5 .commanding officer and his tank were hit. The commanding officer

77 took his burning command tank to the rear and: took. the commcmd e
tank of i1th Company, whrch he led durmg the -attack. In the.

. meannme, 9th Company, in spite of extremely heavy anfi-tank fire,

e ~had penetrated fo the high ground west of DOM BUTGENBACH,

E e - and was engaged by superior enemy forces, which put three of
e eigh! tanks out of action. 9th Company, engaged in that vzcinity, . N
was expo.sed to extremely heavy artillery and moriar. sheﬂmg et
‘The 1ith Company, which had been brought up in the mean- -
Hme, received heavy anti-tank fire from the right flank, ond ‘the
: command tank with- the battalion commandmg ofiicer, recarved a
direct hit and started to burn Other tanks ‘were damaged by ar- .

b ) mlery and anti-tank fire. - - _

‘As 9th Company was unable to advarce further, and fhe point, -

- 'was pinned down, the commandmg officer decided to discontinue S o

“the attack. There was no-further hope of success, and friendly arti- T
_lery was unable to diminish the enemy's artillery fire. _ L

.. .The battalion was taken back into ils starting posinons. Re- T

: !ueling, ‘repairs, and receipt of ammunition could not be accom- % o

--pﬂshed in BULLINGEN as originally planned. For thai reason (the

' enemys artillery having zeroed in on the town), the buunhon was

iaken ‘two kilometers to the rear to the vicinity-of TIL-'FENBACH :

*Since very few elements of the _battalion were - left- (3 Jagd- SRS =

penther ‘and 10 Mark 1Vs), they. were consolidated under - Captain =~

: WBWERS in order to take par! in another aﬂack on 21 December. ;

Continued on Next Page
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i ‘_'_‘ing uu:l action. the, battations liajsonu‘. officer, - Lientenunt,:‘,

 +FRITSCH,. was: kﬂied.b;z a_duectganu-lmklhf -on-his tank. Detailed

_zenptts .about-that-action w:H hav to: fouow, a8: Cap(aln WEWERS

- =zhas probably been killed ahd the situaﬂon wm haVe to be cleared--_k,

T up through Iurther inquiry. - : S
The. same. is !rue ot the auack of SCHOPPEN’ on. 22 De-

cember 1944 , (meglb!e 8ignamre) e
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports,
December 1944 - May 1945.” PP. 145-165.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 55

The Battle of the Bulge:
the Aftermath

By the middle of January 1945, with German attack in the Battle of the Bulge
halted, the 1st Infantry Division counter-attacked to the south, trying to stop German
forces from withdrawing with their tanks and other armored vehicles.

Both sides had a difficult time with the weather—deep snow with drifts as high
as 5 feet, frozen ground and temperatures in the 20s.
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“The weather was so bad, in sum, that during the engagement PWs [German
prisoners of war] often expressed surprise that the Division had been able to attack
at all,” according to a report. “...The attacking [1st Infantry Division] infantrymen
found the going as difficult as wading through waist-high water. A man carrying his
equipment could go no more than 300 yards without stopping for a rest.”

By late January the cold had become a factor, too.

From a 1st Infantry Division report: “Frostbite and freezing were common.
Radio mouthpieces froze, signal wire froze and broke. Laying wire at all was
extremely difficult and repairing a break almost impossible. A wire crew from the
16th Infantry [Regiment] worked for six hours to locate a break in 1,000 yards of
wire buried under four feet of snow. Evacuation of wounded was equally serious,
when only a Weasel [a small, tracked vehicle] was able to cover the ground. ...

“Since most of the terrain covered by the Division in its advance was open
ground, there were no villages or houses to shelter the troops. Many of the advance
companies spent two or three successive days with no more shelter than they
could dig for themselves in the frozen ground. Altogether, the month’s operations
were as difficult as any in the Division’s campaigns.”

Also in this chapter:

Interrogation of the 1st Infantry Division’s German prisoners indicates that
the Soviets’ approach of Berlin on the Eastern Front is weighing heavily on their
minds. From the report: “The general attitude in the [prisoner] cage was, ‘Why not

»

let the Americans advance? Our real enemies are the Russians.

A captured German report of the interrogation of an American prisoner of
war, Sgt. Edward G. Morlock, and what he told (and, more importantly, didn’t tell)
his captors.

Read more:
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et
. N (I January 1945 to 31 January 1945)
; 1 CHOICE OF AC'I'ION (1 ]anuary to 15 Jam.rary)

On'1 January the enemy was on- an operational see-sawl-&hls ongmal
plans “of an unchecked ‘drive .to the MEUSE had been blocked to .the west -
and his desperate efforts to enlarge his salient to the north by driving the

12th SS. Panzer Division through the 1st Infantry Division and on up the - '}

BU"&'GENBACH%UPEN road net had failed with serious losses. As a con- e

. sequence, the 1st SS Panzer Dmsmn, farther west, had been cut off on its
" exposed right flank and very roughly handled. The enemy was rapidly lgsmg
. the advantage of mmatwc in operations, but he still had sufficient forces to -
© attempt to seize it again, altbough on a plan considerably revised from his
original ambitious strategy,. What he could do, and eventually, what he did
L westo. bring in infantry units to hold the salient which he had won while he
“withdrew his striking forces, the panzer divisions, and assembled them for a
hew . blow, possibly to the north toward LIEGE. (See Annex 1). But as so —_.
~ often in his planning, the encmy waited too long before initiating this. policy. -
" By the time sufficient infantry forces had been brought into the salient, his
arrfored forces, regrouped in the center of the bulge, had to hurry off to =
*“answer the threat of the American penetration from the south in the vici- =
nity. of. BASTOGNE. The idea of ‘holding his gains by infantry, -however,
" persisted, and on 1 January, a prisoner from a Volksgrenadier division was
- captured to the right of the Division sector.
. .On 2 January a battalion of the 27th Regiment, 12th Infantry Division,
'_.another old acquaintance from VERLAUTENHEIDE and GRESSENICH,
“ 34§ identified in the BULLINGEN area, and on 3 January the 1st Battalion,
. . 1035th Regiment (89th 'Volksgrenadier Division) was located south of DOM .
LL_._ ;___BUTGENBACH and the 2d Battaluon in the BULLINGEN-WIRTZFELD ~
. -area, It was probable that the 27th Regiment had dropped off on its way
.. west to protect the stalled panzers and that 1055th Reglmeh Had been moved .
“~into the area to hold the line permanently. In any case there was no question
.‘but that the enemy was implementing his capability of trying to hold. the
“*line he had gained with infantry while he regrouped his panzers'elsewhere -
K - for cither a concerted attack, or, failing that, an integrated withdrawal. (Sce
oo~ Annex 2). It was ‘evident from the acuvmes of the enemy mfant?y units.

2
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. ment. The loss of any roads at all would be disastrous.

- insurmountable. The terrain comprised a series of-high ridges and deep- éraws,u",

- usually heavily wooded. These obstacles, difficult enough in themselves were -~ -
- greatly increased by the weather: a ‘deep snow, over a foot and a half on the

- ~level and running as hlgh as five feet in dnfts, covered the area. The ground

'-facmg thc Dmsxon that they hcld no :dca of attackmg i forcc Our: patrols,
~ which’ were active and frequent; reported ‘that the: cncmy was dlggmg in,
_putting up wire and constructing dugouts

. By 5 January the enemy position had Become more or lcss stabthzcd -
. with the 1st Battalion, 9th Parachute Regiment: on_the extreme left fiank -
. of the 3d Parachute Division (one company -held THIRIMONT) the 8th

~ Regiment to the east extending to within 1 ,500 yards: of the road from
MORSCHECK to DOM BUTGENBACH, and the 1055th Regiment - carrying
on from there, through BULLINGEN to WIRTZFELD. Elements of the 5th
_/Parachute Regiment, believed to-be. in’ strategie. reserve, were identified in
‘VIELSALM on 7 January, but pnsOners captured on the Division front later
~ in ‘the fighting said that the main body of the 5th Reglment had reheved the

'Sth Parachute Regxmenn on'7 january

2 -’2. DEFEI‘QISE OF THE SALIENT (15 January to 30 january)

In the early morning of 15 January, the. 1st Infantry Division, with thc -
23d Com'bat "eam attached, jumped off from positions which had been held
“since the 12th SS Panzer Division had tried to force a passage north at the,
- beginning of the German- breakthrough The attack was the reverse swing of
~the pendulum: the Division ‘was attackmg to ‘the south to close off the am-
! bitious enemy salient. During the time- -between the German- breakthrough
“and the Division’s attack to the south the enemy had seen his best forces -

- shot up, his reserves committed, his drive curbed and turned and his main

.. power slowly drammg away by attrition, lack of ‘gasoline and ‘the para-

- lyzing rigors of winter. By the middle of January' he io longer had the ini-

- tiative of attack; his most pressing.concern, in fact; wak to. get what he could

.——of his md;spensable panzer divisions off the hook. To accomplish this it was im=<

ﬂ'pcratwe that the' shoulders of his original salient be held firm. He could-not

* allow any reduction of the mouth of his bulge, since his road nets, clogged

with ‘traffic and blocked with snow, were already carrying capa city move-_ o

It was into this situation that the 1st Infantry Dmswn attacked ‘om - .

- on 15 January:“The enemy’s strategic position forbade a slow and orgamzed
_‘*’“Wlthdrawal he had to hold the ground he was on and hold it to the lat -~ .
- man. Over and above any reaction by the enemy, however, was the diffical- - -

- ties of the terrain and weather, Both presented conditions which. were almost - -

was frozen, making it extremely dlfflcult to dig sufficient cover, The tem-‘_ S
. perature hovered around 20 degrces and the wind was strong and’ cutting. - R

.2."“The weather ‘was so bad, in sum, thar ‘during the engagement PWs often

- expressed surprise f.hat the Dmsxon had been able o attack at all.- The only

26 .
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I advantageJ r.hat the weather presented, dnd -it. was_ % somewlm left-handed
, ;\_’.&on ras’ that ehe Division' ‘was ‘often able to achieve. surprise because the .
- epemy “did’ not beiievc that an attack was pussxb!e under the prevaxlmg
condll;mns Ly
:It.is hard to: say whether or.not. the mltxal attack came 45 2 mrpnse t0...
‘the enemy. (See Annex 2.) Prisoners taken later said that their officers had
" told: them that the Americans would attack on 15 January; it was front-line
" gossip; and the report may have had its origin in “Operation _GREIF” On
_the_other hand they said that the attack without. artillery. preparation cer-
“tainly was unexpected. Probably as a result of the first report,a strong com-
bat  patrol, numbering over 50 men attacked the 16th US Infantry. positions = | -
after midnight, and was. only driven off by 0430 hours. Shortly afterwards f
the Division jumped off all along the line, with the 23d US Infantry on the
right, the 16 US Infantry in the center and the 18th US Infantry on the left.
. The 23d US Infantry was to take STEINBACH and REMONVAL, the. T8th
© US Infantry was to.take the high ground about 1400 yards south of their line | -
of departure, and the 16th US Infantry was to seize FAYMONVILLE. The first |
" and all-encompassmg obstacle was the snow. Complete mine detection wasnext - .
.to unpoz:sxble and in at-least one case a tank was knotked out by oné of our I
‘own mines/buried so deeply in the snow that it did not register on the detec- .
+tors, The dttacking infantrymen found the going as difficult as wading through:,
~ waist-high water. A man cnrrymg his equipment could go no more than 300
yards ‘without stopping for ‘a rest.’ All across the front progress was slow.
" - On the eastern end, the 23d Infantry, moving out from positions near
o \WEISMES labored .qver the d:fflcull: terrain to take STEINBACH and RE-
. MONVAL against enemy resistance. REMONVAL was held by about 1200
- men from the 3d Battalion:and part of the 2d Battalion, 9th Parachute Re- |
- - giment; the enemy in STEINBACH numbered about 100, with an equal num-
_ ber on the hill southeast of the town. The approaches were well mined and
difficule to detect: 56 mines were probed at one point near the underpass, and - % —
.. two tank destroyers and one tank were lost. In spite of the fact that the ™ /"
. enemy controlled all observation and had ideat fields of fire, the two towns !
~were taken by 1900 hours, as well as a bag of more than 100 prisoners.”
.- " In the center of ‘the line, the 16th US Infantry pushed towards FAY- _‘.
. "MONVILLE but was stopped cold north of the town; the 3d Battalion |
" moving to the east, got into a hornets’ nest in a. patch of woods east of the .
town, which was only cleaned outéby "K” Company after a hard and bloody. | -
.= struggle. Later, however, the 1st Battalion was able to push the enemy out of g
--—""the northern part of FAYMONVILLE, which was held by the 2d Battalion, [
" 9th Parachute Regiment. (Sce Annex 4). By nightfall, the 16th Infantry held
"+ .about half of the town, but the enemy at first showed no d:sposmon to vacate |
- his end without forcnble _ejection, .
~On the Division’s left flank, the enemy was g:vmg the 18th US Infantry
serious trouble from well emplaced positions on KLINGELBERG and the hill

: m;,.,.,.....-«w—r e
L eeod
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i
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the south ”L" GOmpany, advancmg to. the sou:h ‘was caught by dayhght

~{ -in’front of the enemy’s MLR, and the 1st Battallon, ‘5th Parachute Regunem:

"'{ . -on the high ground was able to cut the company. to ribbons. By 1125 hours

e '_-thc company’s attack had been broken and the- company ‘was forced back to

© .its original positions. Casualties were heavy, one officer and 25 men were A
§ ‘.;_‘Waundcd one officer and 42 men missing,— =~ e VL /—J

- The first day of the attack emp! hasized the. d:ffu:ultnes lmposcd on supp[y
*md evacuation which were, mdeed, as dogged as the reaction of the enemy
~ himself. Jeeps were almost uselees in the snow; the only vehicle which could"
- ‘negotiate the drifts, in fact, was the. Weasel and there were not enough of ..
~them: only one to a battalion. Evacuation was particularly difficult and made =
~more so by the fact that unléss casualties could be evacuated within a few '
~ hours the chances of . the wounded, if seriously hit, were pretty slim. It is:
- probable that a large percentage of the-men listed as missing were not cap-

- -tured by the enemy but had fallcn when hlt and hacl been covered over by
]the snow.

‘The attack however, contmued The encmy facmg the 23d US Inf:mtry
" -had retired south of-the AMEL River to take up strogg’ defensive positions
~ onthe south bank. As the deployed troops. of the 23d US Infantry pushed
“on-down to the river bank they were subjected to intense small arms and mor- -
~tar-fire, but in spité of heavy casualties, the 2d Battalion managed to reach
¢ - the near bank. But the position was untenable; exposed to direct fire from
17 the other side, the troops were being decimated. After dark on 16 January
© [ the battalion pulled back to the high ground snuthwest of ONDENVAL.

77 % In the center sector of the 16th US Infantry it was found that the enemy\ =
~ .+ occupying the southern half of FAYMONVILLE, in spite of a show of force
- .. earlier in the night, had withdrawn to the south. By 0915 hours the town was
- _open and the high ground taken to the south. Enemy resistance stiffened
- almost immediately, however. As the 2d Battalion, 16th US Infantry pushed
- % - on down the road to SCHOPPEN, with “F” Company leading, intense smalt”
- - arms fire, supported by self-propelled guns, was laid on the advancing troops .
- from the town. The condition of the road prevented friendly tanks from .
_being brought up, and it is doubtful that they would have had much effect -
“anyway: the enemy was firing from hull-down posntlons and had the road
f"covered and zeroed in from several directions.

Al m B R T e

e St e

‘Meanwhile the 1st Battalion, 5th Parachute. Regiment,. facmg the 18th"— .

' US Infantry on ‘the right, continued to resist any attempts to"push further

~_south, a resistance that was considerably aided .by artillery support that re-

- " sembled that of HEISTERN and VERLAUTENHEIDE ridge. An attempt

. 1. to take the ground at 888014 was turned back, although other elementsof - .
o the 18th ‘US- Infantry ‘managed to push through the. snow east of :the - -

© 7 KLINGELSBERG ‘draw. To the east. the 1055th Regiment, 89th Volks- = -

1) grenadlcr Dwasxon was identified holdmg the northern edge of thc woods' '

Continued on Next Page
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from 903017 to 921017 In ‘spite- of the artlllery conccntrauons la:d on thtf
- 18th US Infantry, enemy artillery ' over the whole front showed a substantial
"décrease from the day before, when more than 1,700 rounds were reported.
~ The- reduction was believed  to be the result of the 3d Parachute Dlvlsum Rt
-_amllery movmg o ‘more secure areas.” - :

The next day, 17 January, the first’ offenswe enemy reaction 'to the S
attac.k of the is:h US Infantry hit “K” Company at'888018; about 40 men = |

,,,,,,,,,

' the southcrn edgc of Hill 566 and to the hxgh ground north of SCHOPPEN
‘Enemy artillery was intense.

. _"On the other end of-the front enemy mounted a ‘major counterattack : 5
. to break-up. the drive of the 23d US Infantry (with 1st Battalion, 18th US In- 71~

fantry attached) through the ROHR BUSCH, 865990. About 200 men from =
the 8th Parachute Regiment (160 of whom were replacements fresh from -
- Holland), plus 60 men from the 13th, Company, 9th Regiment, and 30 men .

. from the 3d Parachute Division Reconnaissance unit, launched' their attack 1 -

' ,supported by five to seven self-propelled guns. The attack came in at 3 - |
hours, just before. the 23d. US, Infantry was to launch its own attack to clear
"““the woods, and_raged back and forth through the woods until noon, Extremely
" heavy casualtiés were inflicted on the enemy; at least two-thirds of the attacking
force was killed, captured or wounded, and by 1400 hours the remnants of
the enemy began pulling out to the south.

While this fight was going on, the 1st Battahon, 18th US Infantry,_
attackmg the elements of the 1st Battalion, 9th Regiment plis the 15th Com-
pany, 8th'Regiment and the reserve companies of both regiments which were -
holding the pocket south of the AMEL River, cleaned the force out of the =
‘woods. The complete surprise of the attack from the south resulted in the =
captured of three 88mm guns, four T05mm howitzers, a half-track and an .
-ammunition .dump. (See Annex 6). These two actions on the western flank of .. .=
~ the Division sector netted ‘a total of 236 prisoners for the day. To the east -
~ the 16th and 18th US Infantnes contmued to work thcu- way south under_»_}_
hcavy artdlery fire. : :

P :On -19. January four more. encmy-held towns. were tiken in the worstr," -

) weathcr of the battle. EIBERTINGEN, the first, was defended by -# force of =

- about 130 replacements and stragglers from the ROHR BUSCH. Entrance to

C\ the town was blocked by a large number of wooden box mines. Self-propelled -

, ‘guns and one tank were in the town, which faced the attacking 23d US In-

} fantry, and it was only after heavy artillery concentrations forced the enemy =
.g;o fall back into the town that infantyrmen were able to move forward and -

“seize several houses on the northern edge. The enemy counterattacked immed-
‘ iately, and bitter hand-to-hand fighting resulted, but by 1400 hours the enemy

g troops. began to pul! out to.mrd DFﬁlDENBERG One hundrcd pnsoners

Continued on Next Page
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efc taken and more thah 35 enemy dead were, counted in the ’streets
MONTENAU and IVELDINGEN, also taken by the 23d US Infantry, put
pless resistance, and only 22 prisoners were :taken from. the two. towns.

g “The most effective resistance was put up by a nine-man’ strongpoint from- the
"Lk - Bth Company, 352d Regiment in IVELDINGEN; the same group was later‘
e ‘-"'encountered in MONTENAU after they had been forced back e

" With the lme on 20 January - running roughly on the axis DEIDEN-
| 'BERG—EIBERTINGEN—SCHOPPEN the division attack . held up, except
for readjustment of the.lines and mopping up of stubborn areas. Most stub--
born of these was the BUTGENBACHER. HECK, where elements of thé
- Fusilier Battalion, 89th Volksgrenadier Division, and the 1st Battalion, 1055th
‘Volksgrenadier Regiment were deeply and skillfully dug in. Division troops
- #gucceeded in clearing about 800 yards of the northern edge: of .the woods in -
. the face of extrcmcly heavy small arms and artillery fire and the relentless
weather and terrain. On other sectors of the front the enemy took advantage
‘of the breather to reorganize his shattered forces and feverishly erect defenses.
. He was anxious to learn our intentions. (See Annex 5). Division patrols heard __
G "‘dlggmg and construction work all along the front as the enemy tried to bnng -
"+ a coordinated resistance line' out of the chaos. This activity, with concomirant - -
" stubborn defensive action on the part of the enemy troops in the BUTGEN- =«
' ‘BACHER HECK, continued to 24 January. It was clear from patrol reports -
that the enemy intended to make an MLR on the east bank of the MODER-
i SCHEID River, with an outpost line on the western bank.

: Durmg 24 January, the enemy’s MORSCHHECK position, whxch he had -
‘ Fﬂpmrcd in the early stages of his December offensive, was retaken. The
‘. MORSCHECK ‘crossroads, possibly the best organized of the enemy’s defen-
.. "sive .positions, and probably where he least expected an attack, was held by

% “the 1st Battalion, 1055th Regiment. The force was divided by the attack of - -
the 18th and 26th US Infantries, and our troops, achieving this breakthrough
. by surprise, continued to push on south and southwest against stubborn but
. . disorganized resistance. Coincidentally, the enemy positions in the BUTGEN-

~ BACHER HECK were heavily attacked and the enemy was forced to with- -

.. draw from the northern parc of the woods. A high number-of prisoners were .
taken from the 1st Battalion, 1055th Regiment, which held the eastern part. - -
.. of .the woods ‘as well as the crossroads, and the 2d Battalion which was =~ ..o

- - deployed to the west. Our troops pushing south from the crossroads posmon- e
- .. . reached MODERSCHEID shortly before dark. Our positions in the vicinity -
T b the crossroads were counterattacked by the 2d Battalion, 1056th Regiment,
. which had assembled in MIEEPSCHEID, but effective artillery: fire' beat the
. auack off. A second attack by 50 enemy was similarly handled. MODER- =~ .
. SCHEID itself fell after a brief struggle when the 3d Battalion, 5th Parachute =~
,'iii'-'-»Regunent. pulled out toward HEPSCHEID at dusk A total of more t:han' =
280 pnsoners were taken durmgth.. aayv gt o wEgw S

Continued on Next Page
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G‘)n l:he next. day, 25. January, ‘the cncmy ‘was™ clcared from the ndge
southwest of MODERSCHEID and the towns of AMEL and MIRFELD wers
‘taken: - The - 2d - Battalion, - 1055th Regiment; ‘encircled in- the: BUTGEN-" "
' BACHER HECK ma.nagcd to extricate only a limited number of its personnel . .
to HEPSCHEID to organize another line of defense. The 3d Parachute Divi- - "

... _sion, which had been holding the MODERSCHEID—MIRFELD—AMEL line - ¢
apparently withdrew to the HEPPENBACH—VALENDER area, a move that :
- was reported by several PWs and civilians. The outposts left in the two towns ..
 were captured when our forces took-advantage of the withdrawal and. at-
tacked, not from the southwest as the enemy expected, but from the northeast. , S
The only enemy reaction to this operation was to move a force of abour 50 i °
‘or 60 personnel north from HEPPENBACH to HEPSCHEID, but lf he had '
~  any idea of an attack it was discouraged by our mtense artillery fire. - i

Durmg the next two days, 26.and 27 January, as the Division attack halted, . .
- the enemy activities were confined to further work on his defenses and counter- =
patrolling. On 27 January two of our outposts, one about 1,000 yards west of = oo
HEPPENBACH and the other on Hill 625 (939008) were pushed back by . -
stronger enemy. forces, but the latter outpost was retaken after 2 heavy ar-
t.lllery concentration had driven off the enemy. - A

" On 28 January, howevér/ HEPSCHEID, HEPPENBACH and VALENDER .
‘were cleared of the enemy, and our troops, taking advantage of the enemy’s |
dnsorgamzauon, pushed rapidly up the HEPSCHEID-HONSFELD road to Hill N
620, about 1500 yards west of HONSFELD. This move apparently caused the =~ *
jenemy to believe his troops in the REIGELSBUSCH were being encircled; at
.any rate, the enemy in the area pulled back to the HONSFELD area, and when

- the woods were taken by our forces, only a few stragglers remained. A total
~ .of 257 prisoners were taken during the day’s operation. HEPSCHEID was held
. by the remnants of the 1055th Regiment and elements of the 5th Parachute
Regiment; the rest of the 5th Regiment held HEPPENBACH. In both areas

_ the enemy had taken advantage of the hiatus in the Division’s attack, and well- =~ - ° "
- constucted fortifications were encountered. The flanking position to the north- 7 777
~in the REIGELSBUSCH was held less firmly by the 2d Battalion, 1056th Re-

* giment, and a strong position in the patch/of woods about 1,000 yards west of -

.~ HEPPENBACH was outposted by a force of about 40 men from the 48th Pa- . ___
.- rachute Regiment under a Lt SPRENGER. In spite of these precautions, how- - -

*~ever, the fighting in HEPSCHEID was over as soon as.our tanks penctrated
- the town. Fighting in HEPPENBACH was more severe: our tanks got stuck 7.
in the snow and the initial assault was by infantry alone. With the taking of .. ...

' ** HEPPENBACH, our troops moved along the road to HONSFELD, encoun- -~
tering small resistance, but eventually clearing the enemy as far as Hill 620 "= -

*  Battlegroup SPRENGER was eliminated when our tanks were able to advance =
. far enough to bring the woods under direct fire. It appeared that the 2d Bat-
e ":“"“"""""'talmn, 1056 Reg1ment had pulled back to HONSFELD and was holdmg thev
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: ,wn. ’I'o the north BULLIN EN the basc of thc attack of 1hc 12th SS Pan-
" zer Division in December, was finally cleared of enemy after stubborn fnghtlng
in. the southern and western parts on 29 January. The town was held by. the
3d Battalion, 1056th Regiment, from which more than 200 prisoners were
taken. Prisoners said they had no warning of the attack until it had actually
< -closed in, but in spite of this surprise, the elements in the outskirts put up a
. stiff fight before the added support of our tanks discouraged them. Whatever -
“was left of the 3d Battalion, 1056th Regiment pulled out toward MURRIN o
; GEN Aloag the rest of the Division. front the enemy was inactive. =

o 3 WITHDRAWAL TO THE SIEGFRIED LINE (30 January to 31 ]anuary)

 MURRINGEN, HUNNINGEN and HONSFELD, the last enemy-held -
towns in front of the German border, fell to the 1st lesmn on 30 January,
_ after moderite fighting which netted nearly 350 prisoners. The attrition which
. the encmy had been suffering since the start of the Division attack on 15 Ja-
- nuary’ was noticeable in his defense of the towns; although he had excellent
defensive terrain around the villages, he was unable to round up enough men -
"to defend them to their full capabilites. In MURRINGEN were elements of
the 1st Battalion, 991st- Regiment, 277th Division, and also elements of the . =
-~ 1056th Regiment. What was left of the 5th Parachute Regiment (combined
“ under a Battlegroup NOETH) defended HONSFELD, and HUNNINGEN
~"was held by the discouraged remnants of the 2d Battalion, 1056th Regiment
and about 80 men from the 89th Fusilier Battalion. Coordination between the
various defending forces was not complete, and the Division attacked with such
- force and speed that HONSFELD was taken shortly after 0300 hours, 30 Ja-
" nuary. The attack against HUNNINGEN got under way at 0800 hours under
- bitter resistance at first, but as the enemy began to withdraw an hour later, ... .
~ he was taken under effective mortar-and artillery fire, Comcxdentally the attack
against MURRINGEN -proceeded with our troops moving in from the east
and northeast. The enemy was taken by surprise and by dark our forces had :
~ outposts on the high ground well to the east of the town. It was apparent -~ ——
. that the enemy had withdrawn a considerable distance to the east. Above the =
resistance of the enemy, however; was the continued hcavy snow and rough
- going which hampered the Division’s movement. In spite of this obstacle, the -
- . Division continued its push to the east, and enemy screening forces were pushed - =
- " back from’the approachcs to the high ground northeast of the HOLZWARCKE ==+~

- - River on 31 January. The only severe fighting during the day developed‘gound
" the crossroad (005052), which was eventually taken. '

. The fighting during January marked the grand deflation of the enemy s‘
ambmous plan of 16 December. At the begmmng of the month, though his .. -~
" - drive to the east had been bent, he had the intention of holding what he had =~ - —

" with infantry divisions, while he regrouped his panzers. At the end of the -
month hc had been forced to give up even thls compromlse measure: the d1v1-._-- ==
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sions which he had left to hold his: salu:nt were sacnfzccd, and his wholc atten-
tion was devoted to pulling .out everything not. urgently needed to the com-
_ parative safery of the Siegfried Line. The effects of this policy were scen-on the- -
. Division front. The:3d Parachute and 89th Volksgrcnadler Dlvmons, attacked

it ‘

a trickle from Holland. The effect of the Russian advances in the east ‘on the .
~enemy’s pohcy in the west cannot, of course be'assayed, but it unquestionably |
forced major changes in the plan of holding west of the Siegfried Line. Pri-

soners taken by the Division after the Russian offensive had got under way
 indicated the official German information still controlled the reports from the

cast, but that grapevine rumor had gwen the prisoners a fairly accurate know- . !
. ledge of events. The general attitude in the cage was, ”Why not Iet the Amen- 5
cans advance?. Our real enemies are the Russians. j
In" spxtp of this dispiritedness which was evident in some cases, the enemy
put up 2 bitter, exhausting fight for the ground that he held. At no point did .-
he retreat without pressure, no matter whether he held good or poor defensive = |
 terrain, The higher enemy policy of selling évery foot of space for time was~ (-
evident in the month’s operations, and during the first days of the attack, the |
~ orendy had_considerable success with his-plan;-although at-shattering cost in -~ |
_personnel and equlpmcnt His losses were indeed severe. By 31 January, the  :
- 3d-Parachute Division; in its original form, was ‘virtually non-existent outside
*of scattered bartlegroups. The same was true of the 89th Volksgrenadier Di-
vision, and the dissolution of the 277th Division was in progress. . ‘
One clement which -aided the enemy in his delaying defense (though it -
~ operated against him by increasing his losses) was the bitter weather. Terrain =
which would have been a l:}mor problem in supply and evacuation during the

summer presented almost igsoluble problems under a two-foot cover of snow. ;.
" The progress of the infantrymen through this obstacle was painfully ‘slow. . 1. - . "
- Points had to be changed a:t’?y 75 to 100 yards. Machine gunnefs and mortar- -
‘men.were barely able to move at all. Moreover the temperature added its
BN mlght to_the difficulties. Frostbite and freezing were common. Radio mouth- ~ ;.
- - pieces. froze; signal” wire. froze and broke. Laying wire at all was extremely '
. difficult and repamng a break almost impossible. A wire crew from the 16th = 3 = -
Infantry worked for six hours to locate a break in 1,000 yards of wire buncd
- _under four feet- of snow. Evacuation of wounded was equally serious, when 7
"‘only a Weasel was able to®cover the ground. Mines were very hard to locate, .
‘and in one case an invaluable Weasel was Qestroyed travelling over a cleared
road: the snow had been packed down just enough by the traffic to allow the
“weight of the vehicle to detonate the mine. Since most of the terrain covered
by the Division in its advance was open ground, there were no villages or
houses to shelter the troops. Many of the advance companies spent two or three
- .-successive days with no more shelter than they could dig for themsclves in the .
“frozen ground. Altogether the month’s opcnmons were as dxfﬁcult as any in—
'the Dmsxons campaigns, .
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___.. _.Battalion Order No 3/1945
; -1t seems that the -enemy hds. penetrated more deéply west of .. - o
i+ ..STAVELOT. .Counter-measures are being underiaken. However, |
~.:-. there. remains the constant capability that the enemy will attack on
_.our division front, in order to tie down our troops or even to force
a breakthrough. The small-scale atiacks which the enemy underfook
..on the 4th of January must be considered ds feints for the main
aﬂack in the STAVELOT-MARCHE sector.- The division expects the
enemy to undertake several small-scale. attacks in the next few
,',;  .days. It i3 a consiant necessity, -especially- during the hours of
dawn and dusk, to have reserves mzailable, to improve defensive
dugauts, and {0 have constant and adequate eommun!cations with
!he artih'ery forward observers. . -

SR According to an- order fmm !he 3d Parachute A.ruHery Regf- .
‘ ment dated 2 January. 1045, the division artillery is. aiso ‘responsible
-for counter~ba!tery fire against heaw mortars. The 3d Parachute
'Arw.lery Regiment will fire at these !argets when sufficient am-‘
unition is available. :

Not a single foot of soH wm be relmqu:shed. The enemy’s-r

attack must be stopped  immediately at the. MLR . by concen:ruted .
~-fire.of .all, weapons and by counteraftacks. The. enemy's penetration - -~ .
‘west -of STAVELOT was. accomplished by tunks with the mtantry - o
riding on the armor. The AT delenses are_ once more to be checked. P
fdr adequa!e security in depth. e :

- The troops are to be instructed -again that we “are now on Ger- - g
man soil. Theft will be puniahed as pillage. The inhabitants are to =~~~
“be treated as German - "Peoples Comrades”. Civillans who ‘are =
‘picked up at the MLR- -or under suspicious czrcumstances mywhere T

“are to be arrested and evacuated :mmediately L i B T

- —SIgnaI secumy will be stressed once more. The Americcma are - -
e :,gble to listen in on all telephone Conversaﬂons Secret messages o ‘
! ure ‘fo be transmitted by runners on!y. o : ' A
. Momlng report - (Admimstrntive de!aﬂ of no Interest fbﬂawj B

-
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N S ANNEX 2 ST i ': s =
' : (3d Parachutc D:v:sxon Esnmate of thé Suruanon) @R
3d Parachute Bivis!on S e Div CP' 4 Ja.nuary !945
G2 ' . N -
S , .
SUBJECT G-2 Repon No b, ©- ' " e : |
- TO: Distribution . . 0o . O

= ESTIMATE OF THE ENBMY SITUATION
‘ Both the presence of new enemy troops: i:roughl up slnce the o
beginning of our offensive and the well-sited enemy’ poaﬂiom and - \_/\*—/—
mines encountered during our attack on 28 December 1944 show :
that  the enemy has constructed strong ' defensive lines afler re-
grouping and consolidating the breakthrough. This: strong defense

- line in front of the Corps sector is supporled by slrong armlery
. formations. : ‘

ENEMY INTENTIONS : ‘ ' ' L
e e Further enirenching and. haldmg of the ELSENBORN upex'l‘n G oo
- order to prevent further progress oi our deienslve screen towards

the uor!h and west.

1. Especially in the dxrection of ST VITH in order to narrow
Qm' ‘bulge. in southeastern Belgium.” .= .. .

¥

" be expected in a southeaster!y and easterly direction !rom
ELSENBORN. : E A

BNEMY METHODS OF SPECIAL NOTB i e aen e
- The enemy is conductmg a stubborn’ delense !n wel! conatruczed
st?ateqic p‘ﬁﬂtiéns and is weH armed. Se e e e T*- e

1. ‘He will place 'his MLR in a Iocamy where lhere Is open =
Eround “between “his und our positions, ‘at ‘the outer ‘edge of the ,
woods; he will construct strongpoints along this line, using- ‘houses—
and high ground sometimes locuted in front of the MLR. A complete .
. system. of communication lines. He will construct strongpoints—in— -
the middle of the woods, Irom which he can dominate the MLR. : :

‘ . 2. Enemy delense is in depth, with usual thin- ouipnut ffne
There are strong reserves for: counter-thrusts and: holding attacka -'
and- roadblock defenses, and artillery plans for fire on advancing
troops, even far Inside his own lines. The MLR ‘has been strongly -

_{ortified by mines and log ‘obstacles, which are only superficial R

e sorsand: badly- ‘camouflaged; use ‘of mines in depth is rare. Infantry de- .

.« fense=in=forest~1ighting is exiremely siubborn; the attackers and

- patrols will reinain unmolested until they reach th\e_‘ Immedlate vici- -

W . - l‘ .~"*‘ :m. )
e B :
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o o nny ojfthe enemy, where ‘they wﬂ! be suddenly taken under lu‘e“
Sn Wiﬂfbe emp?oyed .,and»hand- to-hand combat. 18 probable.

: bR AT defense in the woods and along main highways will be
3 'exﬂoﬂed by means of singIe AT guns, bazookas; rapid construction
_ of ‘AT gun positions and ‘use of armor at. places ‘where our troops
:;;.;.'.,;..;;,,:;.have to-leave thé woods “for open !ermm. The enemy wm use HE
o 'sheus against atfacking infantry. g ,

4. Enemy artillery. is exceedingly mobile, firing eéffective con-
centrationg on our movements and congestions with excellent in-.
- teIngnce He will rely on maps for night fu'mg, Cubs and Iorward
_ - observers for observed izre, Frequent use of forward - observers wuh ‘
N ‘infantry, tanks. and planes is usual :

o Ba Armor has been ‘committed only loa Jmuted extent in 1ront
“of.'the :Corps sector; it is mostly used as artillery support for in-

_fantry. troops and fires at a conszderable dfstance Irom the ront
Hnes Occaslonaky, tanks are dug in. R

6. Enemy Air: Support of medium bombers, iighter—bombera,

"'tmd _fighters when weather . conditions are iavomble {imrJy clear

wetlher) is probable. _These cmit as well as Cubs WJH take. pa:t in

_-...combat. Use oi four-eﬂgmed !ozmu!ions in forward positions is to'
Y be expected B )

For the Dmsion Commaﬁ der -

(De£ensc Order, 10551:}: Grenadlcr Reglmcnt) i

On- 10 Janua)’y the 89th Division expected the: Ist US Iﬂfantry DiVlSlOﬂ
to atta‘ck. ‘This captured order shows the measures the division undertook to
counter the blow. On 15 ‘January, the 1st Dmsnon fulfilled the-enemy’s ex-
- pectations by attacking, The defense outlitied in''the extracts of .the order as =~ -
translated below, was followed until the heavy pressure of our attack. forced .
drasuc, and evcntually make-shift. revisions of the cnemy s plan. _ _
s ' ' Secret LN A T
Grenadler Regimem d085. A T T N e vy &
' '8-3 Reg No::55/45-8ec . . .. T P I N :
- Regt CP,. 10 January 1945

._,-rhe strong m!unhy patrol acuvity has now been*somr, -
“what reduced. However, we must expect further,patrols.
:-during 15& dﬁ?hlma ‘as well g8 a! n.ight. We also: must;

36
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: '*“éxpectlteconnaimee in force, with the enemy probing L
. our positions.constantly - to- determine our: atrenyth ahd o
‘- prevent withdrawal of our forces. T
- Artillery interdictory:fire has beewconatderubly reduced D g GO
" ‘Immiediate-attack seems unlikely. However, we will have - o
o Reep ‘the possibility in mind at all times, since- the
e - ‘enemy- may -‘want ‘the BULLINGEN-—HUNNINGBN—
Je o o HONSFELD! htgh ground in order to dtsmpt the MSR of _ ,
- “our attacking .armies. . - e

2 89!11 Intantry Divtmon wtl’! defMe preaent front line and
o appose any enemy attempt to break through to the east,

e e

' 'southeast and south. »

ey 3, 1055 Grehadier Regiment has the mission of defendfng the - pre- , . s
e “sent MLR against any enemy attack. An active defense - B
ce - mngt-he “initiated. As Soon as. our own strength permits ' '
i we will assault all located enemy :strongpoinis in order
‘to camouﬂage our lntenuons and to gatn a more - tu-
vorabte detenstve line.

- 4 The toﬂowmg umts wzu be empfoyed 2d Batta{ton 1055 Regt— e
~==7 " .ment'on the right, 1st Battalion ‘on the Ieft. B R

B msnton.r. 2d Buttaﬂen, 1055 Regtment wdl defend and ho?d the
- present MLR to oppose a breakthwugh on either side of

BULLINGEN and the line MURRINGEN—-—HUNNINGBN— A
. HONSFELD. e e
.18t Battalion, - 1055 Reg:menl will defend and hold dﬂ < 2
enem}r breakthmugh attempts - in" the direction’ of
.- MORSCHHECK: and BUTGENBACHER HECK and in.the
o neighbormg sector of HEPPENSCHEID—-MODBRSCHEID
eyt - SGHOPPEN. _

: J‘he battalians wm atso prepare an ottensive delenae,

.')5-.

B, B

VAP ST qt'nts . . : e _
6_ Artillery. 2d Battalion. 189 Armlery Regtmem wt '

" ,ft:'-l'lery Regimggt‘_ : -
o ~eoThe: armlery will at | aH timex be conrdtnated wlth thh Y
o;_gamc heavy weapom of the battabons : e T e
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"r?:»mvﬂl be held with: slrongpolnts because\éf the ptesent
vs1strength. of. the unit. Strongpoints will be laid out accor-
ding-to the terrain.- He-who -tries to defend everythmg
-ends by defending nothing '
Jonstant reconnaissance will-be mcu‘ntamed. N
To:give the troops inore rest, the lifié- will be held in -
i+ less. force in the daytime. That is the only alternative.
«‘Infiltration of enemy forces is a comtant danger and
o will be vigorously opposed. -
. - HMGs will-not be employed withln the MLR, but about o
‘ 100 meters to the rear. Dun‘ng the day these HMGs '
s ~will be moved. without the tripoda and, employed with
T e "___"andasLMGs ;

8. Defense in depth: At all hmes resung troops will conamute the_ '
: - - ... .reserve. Bach company will furnish one squad, each
- L i battdiomone platoon and each regiment one company.
R P .This force wm be the initial counier-attacking force and
 will form an effective defense in depth. Every position
"~ will be made a strongpoint. Enough ammunition, food
o and first aid equipment will be on hand to make evety . ©
- .'j""i"fi' = &"ﬂ-#— rposmon seu-sufﬁcieut.- - : o

: sl Meyer Bertholdt
Secret

S ANNEX4

" ““ment. I greel you ln ol’d comradei p and mindfm ‘of 'the old spirit
s and soldierly beaﬂng whlch you displayed in so many qctions aa_ﬂf e
At it parachut!sts ‘ : e

o . ‘With proud memory I think of the many omcer.s, NCOs cmd-

A . S enlisted men who died for the freedom and future of Germarny. Also. - '
oo st Fothink of the marny who were-tuken prisoner through no faulfof -~ .~
: e jtheir own artd who now must endure the rest of the war defenseless. . = .
iy purncularfy expect the "old men" of the EIGHTH to curry on = - L
e’ -traditions of the regiment end aiso that the new men will fit =~~~

.,.themselves into the unit. They owe that spirit to the many wha

“have died for the banner. in the course of their duty. Wiih the old - -

~ __parachutist spirit we will fight on,: 'tex the difficulf and achieve =~ . - 2
the. imposatble. I expect sirict dzaclpline in qII men: gf my cnmmand E
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& expecl eve:yone {o bear :esponsjbmty lor hm commund down to
the Jelter. - :

We know that we/pa\(?:chumts alwaya draw the toughest usalgn-
n}érﬂs In proud fradition of our branch, we think back to the men T e
-of Crete, the many batiles in the east, west, and south which have oo

. added here and there more and more-glory to our banner! , ) .
.. We are a community. of bame-hat\dened men; we look with =
' coniidence to the new year! S
. Our watchword is: STRONG ’hND TRUE FOR FUEHRBR AN‘ﬁ
'RBICH!H . . , ; . A
P e _ e ‘ sl mebaeh, N\rw ’%
-~ .+ - " Colonel and Co
; ~ First Staff Officer

8/ Gaul. - _
. - Major
(Capmred Interrogmon Report) S B

The followmg mterrogatlon -report was captured by the 1st Infanu'y'
_Division, It is a model of its kind in several ways. First, it indicates how much
the enemy wants to know about our order of batcle, our replacement system -
~and our organization. Second,.it points up again the enemy’s preoccupatlon . S
with the propaganda value of interrogation, i. e., V-1 damage in LONDON,
the effect of his leaflets and, the stock. question, ‘the progress of Communism
in America; Third, and most important, it shows that the soldier in question
refused to say a word of value to the enemy. His identification was made
by shonlder patch and documcn:s . ey
) Iniamty Divsion .. bw C.’P 24 January 1945
‘G-Z Secuon A e .
' INTBRROGATIOIWRBPORT

.Through Lntergogatlon ot a PW !aken shortly aiter - mldnlghl 2 kﬂo~ -
- .meters north-of- BULLINGEN the following information-was obtained:
.UNIT ... eth Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Di-
S L , .5 vigion. Through document interpretation it
et e i .. __is believed that the PW probably belongs
T . +_ . tothe 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment. - =
.....The-shoulder patch of the 2d Infantry Di-:
. . wvislon; US Army, was worn-on the slese.
+-..Sgt-Edward G. Morlock, 35129778, 25 years . . .
. :"pld single, from Ohio. In the army since . . - - -
.. .September 1941, Sgt for over one year, vo- ‘
: -—Iunteer, civilian. occupatlon eferkf e e
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\ S "HISTORY+/77%<1 * i A ¢bording:lo*documents; the PW was still
, o .7 " inCamp Blanding, Florida in June:'1944.
' Five  months ago he came to England ‘and.
“has "been, in" this sector ‘for @ few months. -
‘Al offé time he came through the outskirts
{ . LONDON, where he observed heavy

HESH ey
s bk, rin
' Heil Riassd o ¢

Blig dact s

- R Y e *":'damage and saw intense labor being done.
o ,CJRC MS;!‘ANCES ‘.. . During the night of 2223 January he was

OF CAPTURE - at an outpost with a few other men two
: " kilometers north of BULLINGEN. The PW

~ .was somewhat in advance of the others.
' Here he was surprised by a German patrol
- of about 5—6 men which he did not notice
due to their camouflaged clothing. He was
-taken PW without a fight; the others

e - escaped
 ATTITUDE OF +_ . . The:PW shows good soldierly bearing and -
. PW - R refuses io give any information, although

“he: “has " been""iﬁluenced by propaganda
~'-'iabout ‘the supposed ma!trentment of Ame-
“rican- PWs. He’ refused to glve information
SYTETT T about-his unit, number of replacements and

- ' 7 " losses, the location of the 23d and 38th Re-

;7 “giments, neighboring divisions or weapons

: “of “ his ‘unil with the reasoning - that he
“ai 7" swould hurt his friends that way. The: .‘PW E
S S says that he is ready to ‘take the ‘conse-

i quences of his decision. .

As far as weupons are coucerned he nd— :

<. ..imitted  that he himself had only an -Ml :
at the time of capture but added that his e
“baifalion has Feavy ‘mortars, with which ‘

" lhey will bombard BULLINGEN. He wou!d

ot :say how many mortars there are in a

i’company or platoon 'From captured docu- :

‘ments it can -be-assumed -that the 2d Pla- - - -

oon af "A" Company was supported . by-”_ o

~60mm- mortars,” S
Wit referéiice fo gas masks the PW said = =~~~ ©
‘that each mam”has a gas mask .which ig
= 'a!ways kept wlth!n reuch In case of Ioss, :

Continued on Next Page
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5

* say nothing. Food was termed exceilent by
. _ _."..PW; he got warm food twice daily.
QWN PROPAGANDA . . Our own propaganda leaflets and loud- -
AND. ENEMY PRO- _..speakers were not observed by the PW: .
PAGANDA 7" However he was very much influenced by -
‘ _ the US point of view. During -our break-
- through at one time we were alleged to
e o have murdered 105 drivers after !aktng
3 ' them prisoner. -
In_ another instance German tanks were .
: a.l!eged to have shot several drivers after
_ s e they had surrendered. To our doubts, he ;
- .. - . .answered that the report can be read"m{\};\
- I “the "Stars and Stripes” (a US Army paper). = -
. MISCELLANEOUS .= With reference to his setial number the
e 'PW said that all volunteers do not have a - ‘ .
- © - "1" g3 q first number. Those who enlisted o
e © " before a certain date kept their old gerial
number.  ~ o 7
,:Concemmg the end of the war, the _pr!so-; e e
. ner said because of the rapid advance of .
" the Russians the war would bé over by
_ Aprﬂ at the latest. Our resistance on the
.western front is snu formidable, but/what
he saw of our transport on his way to the
rear he-termed “cataa!rophfc" He expres- ~
‘sed surprise that soldiers march every-
. where and that so many dilapidated ve-
" hicles are on the roads. When we ex-
. plained, he replied that in spite of the':"_ .~ .
- ..weather conditions all the vehicles needed - .. .~
- repair and maintenance badly. . America "~ °
~-and- ‘England know how to prevent Com-"
'munism from spreading ‘in Burape and the "
© “more: terrilory England and Amer!ca Oc-v““‘ ;

=

3 A true copy
el IHegfb!e i

Continued on Next Page

256




ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION

Continued from Previous Page

- [ T (Interrogatlon Report) :
AN - (Period 171800A January to 181800A January 1945)

' ,Pr ners of ‘war processcd through the Dmsmn cage . rcpresent:cd the,‘-‘ L
followm umtst e . _ '

-

; -5:h Parachute Regnnent — 6_'_
8th Parachute Regiment —= 19
. 9th Parachute Regiment — 50 _
~3d ‘Parachute Reconnaissance. Company — 3 '
* 5 j_Sd Parachute Artillery Regxment — 3
' Eous 0 “TOTAL . 81
| d k A ma;or provxded rank and a modest amount of mformanon at the Di-

vision cage during the day. Commanding the 1st Battalion, 9th Parachute Re-
giment, he was captured by he 18th US Infantry during the hard fighting in
the vicinity of 846987, along with his adjutant. The major said that his bat-
‘talion, before his last engagement; numbered 110 men; it was, however, a bat-
talion in name only. Remnants of the 7th Company from the 2d Battalion had
" been lent to him and small dctachments of clerks, butchers, signalmen and the
like had been moved up from the trains to fill out the ranks. This force held

-a line. running from the river on the left to the 100p1ng bend of the rallroad
- on the right,

Last mght, the major s:ud ‘contact with the 8th Reglment on the right
‘was broken. Nor was. there any word from the 3d Parachute Reconnaissance
' Company which had been moved into the draw on the right to hold the gap
between the 9th and 8th Regiments. On the 1st Battalion’s left there was
_nothing, .except possibly American troops; the major didn’t know. Although .
- he realized he was cut off, or.soon would be, the major held his battalion in line
"~ - and was putting up 4 stiff defense. when suddenly American troops appeared
. .. from the south and it was all over. The major was captured in his CP, 2 bunker
~ dug into the side of a hill. ”I stuck my head out- and about 12 automauc
' 'J’i-weapens opened up, so I came out," he said.

The prisoner was brought up in East Prussia and had been an officer in
: the army for 12 years: He is 32 years old. Before his arrival in this sector 14
~ "days ago, hg had been- on the eastern front as an air observer. Three days ago
- - the commander of the-ist Battalion was wounded by artillery and the prisoner
. took over.. Althqugh he had never-been in the infantry before; he-had studied =~ - -
. infantry tactics by the book at ‘various times during . his carcer. - The book :
_ doesn’t work when you have men like mine to deal with and no weapons,” he
~--added. He was consxderably impressed with the conduct of our infantry, obser-
o wng that in }ns opxmon every sold:er was 3t J:asr. thp equal of a squad leader. -

Continued on Next Page
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" . The prisoner. also said he had been in ONDENVAL and THIRIMONT when
artillery 'TOTs had. landed; the effect caused him to view the prospects of the -
German army with misgivings. O

© .~ 'The story of the 3d Reconnaissance Company’s move into the gap

. between the 9th and 8th Regiments was filled out by three PWs from the com- -
pany, one of them the 1st Sergeant. Most of the company had been moved into
the line after dark on 17 January, but the 1st Sergeant and two NCOs had

- stayed behind to bring up the ration truck from DEIDENBERG. Everything

* proceeded according to plan until the sergeant and the two men reached the
crossroads at AM KREUZ and took the left fork for ONDENVAL where they
were to meet a compar;)ﬁﬁ The guide didn’t show up, so the men left the

. truck and went up the ro3¥#6n reconnaissance. Near the edge of the woods
they ‘suddenly ran into"z mine-detonating tank which was rumbling along
unconcernedly. The PWs thought the tank was one of the ”Operation GREIF"
~ captured tanks and let it go by; when, however, they saw the American soldiers
. following the tank, they grew doubtful. By that time it was too late: the Ame- -
ricans had spotted them. One of the Americans called out, ”Are you Heinies?
and the sergeant, unable to think of a crushing reply, said nothing. He and the.
- ‘two men with him were picked up and put in a jeep accompanying the tank.
While they were sitting in the back seat waiting to be carried off, a fourth =~
. and unexpected German appeared from nowhere out of the woods-and asked -
the 1st Sergeant for a ride back to DEIDENBERG. Before the sergeant could -
point out to the newcomer that he was making a very big mistake, theman - -~
~ perceived it for himself and vanished back into the woods. The jeep driver was' =~ =
so astonished at. this sideshow that he was unable to hurry the fourth party
along with a shot. At this point the remaining platoon of the Reconnaissance
-Company came marching up the road in column of twos and stumbled onto =
~ the mise en scene. The tank opened up with its 50 caliber machine gun, the
jeep took off at high speed, and the prisoners, who were as disconcerted as any--
body, were finally disarmed behind the American lines. T

. A prisoner from the 8th Regiment who showed up at the cage with only -
“one shoe explained how he had lost the other. He was a forward observer for -
~~a-mortar squad and in his foxhole OP when he decided to massage his feet to . ... ..
 prevent trenchfoot. Sitting on the edge of the hole, he had taken one shoe off
 when one of our mortar forward observers spotted him. The prisoner heard . .-
~ the mortar shell coming and fell back in his hole="The shell hit. the shoe on the =7
~ edge of the hole and the prisoner was captured before he could get another.
" ~""At the cage he admitted to-one cold foot and a strong respect for the accuracy
of our ‘mortar fire. - - R e
' °__-Strong and repeatcdly-voiced rumors collected from the prisoners indica-- . .
 ted that a relief of the 3d Parachute Division may be effected on 20 January. At -
* least six prisoners, from different outfits, had heard the report and all agreed = _
- on-the-date. Identification of the relicving (or supporting) unit was not. so spe- -

Continued on Next Page
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mftc. The 2d Parac&utc Division was’ most frequcntly mcnnoned, followcd by' o
"ari'unnamed SS Division, and-last, an equally vague Volksgrenddier' Division.
~~One PW said that a battalion of the 2d Pafachute Division was already at

~ “'said that two days ago at COLOGNE he had secn clements of $S Panzer Di:-
- vision FRUNDSBERG packmg up. The men smd they were .on their way. to
' thc Hungaﬂan front :

259

VALENDER and the rest of thé division at )TKYLL. Another prisoner




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports,
December 1944 - May 1945.” PP. 166-187.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context

260



https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=165

CHAPTER 56

Good Shooting

On January 18, 1945, a 1st Infantry Division interrogation report told this story
of a very lucky German soldier:

“A prisoner from the 8th Regiment who showed up at the [prisoner of war] cage
with only one shoe explained how he had lost the other. He was a forward observer
for a mortar squad and in his foxhole OP [Observation Post] when he decided to
massage his feet to prevent trenchfoot. Sitting on the edge of the hole, he had taken
one shoe off when one of our mortar forward observers spotted him. The prisoner
heard the mortar shell coming and fell back in his hole. The shell hit the shoe on the
edge of the hole and the prisoner was captured before he could get another. At the
cage he admitted to one cold foot and a strong respect for the accuracy of our mortar
fire. “

Read the report:
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. - A prisoner from the 8th Regiment who showed up at the cage withonly
‘one shoe explained how he had lost the other. He was a forward observer for -~
~a-mortar squad -and in his foxhole OP when he decided to massage his feet to- ... .-
 prevent trenchfoot. Sitting on the edge of the hole, he had taken one shoe off
 when one of our mortar forward observers spotted him. The prisoner heard - .-

_ the mortar shell coming and fell back in his hole-"The shell hit the shoe on the -
edge of the hole and the prisoner was captured before he could get another.

‘At the cage-he admitted to one cold foot and a strong respect for the accuracy "~

, of“'om_j ‘mortar fire.

- . o= - - - . - L BRI
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CHAPTER 57

Germans Send Cologne Policemen
into Battle

On Feb. 2, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division crossed the Siegfried Line for
the second time, this time near the German towns of Scheitert and Ramscheid.
There they met strong resistance, but not for long: Worn-out German troops were
reinforced by second-rate units as well as “a terrified group of elderly city policemen
from Cologne who had been dispatched to the forward areas to protect the civilian
population from looting by the Wehrmacht.”

These second-rate units fought hard, but they weren’t crack troops. From an
intelligence report: “Their general appearance belied the stubbornness with which
they had hung on to their pillboxes and bunkers. Their average age was 45; most
of them had been drafted out of war factories and were 4-F retreads. All of them
suffered from one physical trouble or another — speech defects, lung defects,
epilepsy, and one even had a heart attack while being interrogated and had to be
trundled off to the medics.”

Many of the Cologne policemen who were captured were even older: “One, who
was 65 years old, actually said to the interrogator, ‘Now watch your attitude, young
man, or I'll run you in.”

Read more:
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Part 1

On the next day, 2 February, eléments of the 1st Division penetrated the | -
Siegfried Line for the second time in the European campaign. Defenses of the &= =
line; an unknown quantity until the positions were tested, proved to be as '~ .. ...

-~ stubborn as at the first cracking of the line at AACHEN. The attack jumped- -~~~

" " off at 0500; in the attack on SCHEITERT and RAMSCHEID the Division- - . -

umits-ran into two rows of dragon’s teeth generously fortified with mines, both .. . =
_antipersonnel and anti-tank. At SCHEITERT the enemy put up hard resistance -~ "

with machine guns and mortars, and our troops were unable to enter the town-

until shortly before dark when supporting tanks and TDs were able to breach

‘the dragon‘s‘teeth and get into the fight. Both towns were occupied. In the - <~

- northern sector of advance, however, defending forces were alerted by a trip- .. = -

wire flare, and our troops attacking toward the road junction at F-036070 were

" taken-under intense machine gun fire from pillboxes defending the area with ™~

the customary text-book fields of fire. It was impossible to bring up heavy sup-

- porting weapons, and the Division attack was stalled. Late in the afternoon,

" however, self-propelled 155mms were laid on two of the more troublesome pill -
boxes. It was apparent that the enemy had made no plans to relieve or reinforce,

the worn-out units already engaged by the 1st Division, except with the usual

.. second-grade troops which appear whenever the enemy is hard-pressed. (See -

" Annex 2). During the day prisoners were identified. from the 1076th Securivy. . -

;- Battalion-and the 106th"Fortress Maintenance Company; as- well as a terrified

group of elderly city policemen from COLOGNE who. had' been: dispatched to

the forward areas to protect the civilian population from  looting by the

Part 2
' The policemen who were captured in the vicinity of RAMSCHEID were
of much the same line as their counterparts who were captured by the Divi-
sion in AACHEN. They were orginally. from a battalion of COLOGNE -
. . sﬁ@emen, commanded by a Major HEISSE, which was sent to the towns
- ettly behind the. line to protect the civilians from looting and. terrorism
‘by their own distinguished Wehrmacht, The PWs belonged to the detach-
ment which  had been sent to RAMSCHEID, where, like any one else who
‘happened to be wearing a uniform, they were impressed into combat - duty, |
All the prisoners were middleaged anid well established — typical apple- -
- scrounging, heavy-footed patrolmen. They were still shaken from their sudden -l
conversion -into combat -soldiers, One, who was 65 years old, actually said
to the interrogator, ”Now watch. your attitude, young man, or 'll run you in.”*
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CHAPTER 58

Collapse of the Rhineland

From February 26 through March 10, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division was
driving through Germany’s Rhineland to Bonn and the Wehrmacht's resistance was
disintegrating. Toward the end of the drive, members of a vast variety of units began
to appear in the division’s prisoner cage.

“These ran from a bonafide woman soldier to a 65-year-old Volkssturmer and
included postal workers, bakers and clerks of all descriptions,” according to a report.
“[O]ne was the 60,000th PW taken by the Division in its nearly 400 days of combat in
this war”

[The Volksturm was a German national militia made up of men who were not
already in the armed forces.]

On March 16, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division crossed the Rhine River for the
second time in its history. The next day it went into action in the northern sector of
the bridgehead. The enemy forces trying to contain the threat east of the river were
disorganized, but it was obvious that the Germans were trying hard to bring up
reinforcements to fill in the gaps.

“To some extent they succeeded,” reads a report. “Certainly the 1st Division had
some of its most exhausting and roughest days in the battle to expand the bridgehead
and, finally, to break open a corridor for the eventual thrust to the east.”

Read more:
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. of 'pnsoners durmg the advance from the ROER. o ‘Ii;"" -

.4 equally lucrative, During the 12 days, of the advance, from 26 Fe ruary o

o Ao March the Division took 5,163 PWs, most of them from the three major
- @inits = the 62d Volksgrenadier, the 353d Infantry and the 12th Volksgrenadier
- Divisions — which faced the Division sector. Towards the end of the drive,
. however, 2 vast variety of units began to appear in the Division cage, most of
"~ ‘wihch had been trapped between the 1s¢ Division and the RHINE. These ran
- from a %onaﬁdc woman soldier to a 65-yar-old Volkssturmer and included po-

stal workers, bakers and clerks of all descriptions, and ohe was the 60,000th PW

" taken by the Division in its nearly 400 days of combat in- this war. i

. While the 1st Division was cleaning up BONN, elements of the 9th Armo-

} reil Division had seized the railway bridge across the RHINE at REMAGEN

‘and had captured a bridgehead on the far bank. On 16 March the 15 Dmsion |
- crossed the RHINE (for the second time in its history), and the nex€ day went
-into action in the northern sector of the bridgehead. The enemy forces trying:
* to contain the threat east of the RHINE were in a disorganized condition, but -
it was obvious that the Germans were bending every effort to bring up rein- ~
'Eorccmcnts to fill in the gaps. To some extent they succeeded: ccrtamly the lst:

- Diyision had some of its most ezhausting and roughest days in the battle to

expand -the bndgehgzd and fmal.ly, to break open a corndor for thc evcntual
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CHAPTER 59

Black Soldiers Join
1st Infantry Division’s Combat Units

On March 11, 1945, the first black combat soldiers ever to fight in the 1st
Infantry Division arrived while the division was fighting near Friesheim, Germany.
One platoon was assigned to each of the division’s three regiments.

“At this writing,” a report reads, “nothing but favorable reports have been
received as to the performance and morale of these colored soldiers. They are proud
of the unit they belong to and the units are pleased to have them assigned.”

Read more:
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E 6. On 11 March, three (3) Colored Infantry Rifle Platoons
were assigned to the Division, pursuant to Secret directive from

" Headquarters First U.S. Army. One platoon was assigned to each
Infantry Regiment. When word was received that these platoons
were in the Reinforcement Battalion, the Division Classification .
Officer recelved and assigned the men, They were welcomed to,

- and given the insignia of the Division as well as a history .

_booklet giving a brief description of its. accomplishments. Thay
- were recelved at the regiments and immediately were assigned to

have been received as to the performance and morale of these

-~ ecolored soldiers. They are proud of the unit they. belong to,

rifle companies. At this writing, nothing but favorable reporta}__

d tha units are pleased to have them assigned.

271




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters 1st U.S. Infantry Division, Office of the A.C. of S., G-1, “Report
of Activities, March 1945.” 1 April 1945. P. 295.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context

272



http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000158&page_name=295
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/

CHAPTER 60

The Enemy Toughens Up

Fighting its way through Germany in late March 1945, the 1st Infantry
Division noticed a marked improvement in the fighting spirit of German units. They
attributed it to several factors, including better leadership, especially by a “Col.
Becker,” who was commanding a parachutist unit; better artillery support; and most
notably a change in tactics by officers.

According to an intelligence report, “Several prisoners remarked that their
officers were now constantly up forward (e. g. the battalion commander of the 957th
Regiment who was captured in his forward OP [observation post]) instead of urging
the men on to greater efforts from the security of cellars well to the rear”

Army intelligence officers were intrigued by “the terrible-tempered” Col. Becker;
his story is told in the next chapter.

Read more:
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, \ANNEX 2. -
(Consolldated Interrogation. Report, 24 March)

From the ferocity of the day’s ﬁghtmg, the lngh number of major countcr-

~ atticks and the general tenor of the prisoners, it seems plainithac the enemy
has been given a powerful shot in the arm. The same units — such as the 958th
~ Regimient and the 363d Fusiliers — which appeared to be left-handed military
step-children in previous fighting, today resisted as stubbornly and bicterly as.
- the top-grade troops of the Normandy campaign. Even when surrounded they -
still fought on, somethmg which no German unit has ‘done for the past six

- weeks. Just what is responsible for this galvanic change of attutide is not clear;

the outward signs have all the earmarks of the presence of Col BECKER, the
eager martinét, but it is'more probable’ that the 1st Division’s attack caught the
_enemy just as he was Iaunchmg a well-coordmated and well-supported attack
himself. Most of the prisoners were unaware of any special plans; but piecing -

", together the stories of several individual PWs, it is apparent that the enemy

had sometfiing up his sleeve{_although timed for somcwhat latcr than the Divi-

- sion’s pusl

~ ‘The first’ witness was a battalion commander of thc 957th Regiment. He._
ha.d just been elevated from commandmg the 13th ‘Company, and consequently
' was not up on the regiment’s rumors and gossip, but he said that he had been
 expressly ordered to put his battalion in position on the west bank ‘of the
" HANF Creek and not behind it. The prisoner, figuring on a continued defense. - -
~ of:the sector, thought the order silly and left most of his troops on ‘the cast
* bank- while he set up an advanced OP on the west bank in the vicinity of
' . HERMESMUHLE (712367). Consequently, he and l‘ns OP staff were among the
* - first ‘of his’ battalion to be captured. Thinking over the situation in the cage
- he began to-see why he had been ordered into position on the west bank: he . .
" had overheard the regimental commander say that he expecred 12 tanks from . .
: ,the ll;h Panzer Division to. arrive before noon to support intended operations. -

.The second witness was & prisoner from the 209th Engineer Battalion of -
the 11th Panzer. Division. This man was a motorcycle messenger for his com-
pany commander. Until 0500 today his outfit had been in the area of ALTEN- .-
~* BURG; at that time they were ordered tg move:- On. the way up, he said, he~~ =
passed a group -of .45 Tiger tanks which had pu]lcd off into the woods in the .~ -

Continued on Next Page
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v:cunty-,of KIRCHIEB (8034) The: PW. subsequently rccewed an -order to'go
: route reconmaissance of - the  roads: to HERMESMUHLE. - ‘Particilar

-~ attention was to be paid to the weight capacity and width of bridges which

~_ ranks would: have to cross on the side roads beyond UCKERATH. Before he
g ‘lcft .on the reconmaissance, the prisoner was told by his lieutenant that the
"ftznks ‘were to support a counterattack by the 363d Division. -

The prisoner who should have been able to give ‘the most accurate infor-

. manon on the projected plans of the 11th Panzer Division proved to be of least

‘value. He was from the 111th Panzer Grenadicr Regiment, but he was. stupid,

He said that he and 51 other men had been sent into the line near UCKERATH,

“the group was shortly withdrawn, and the prisoner was captured near

‘ _HUCH'EL He said he had come to this area from NEUSTADT (7825), near
ALTENBUR.G T

Another factor in the mcreascd tenac:ty of thc enemy was undoubtedly

- due to the cxcepuonally strong artillery support. he- was able to muster. Some
' ""md:cauon of the intensity of this support can be had from the bag of prisoners
. on EULEN BERG, the high hill commanding the center of the division sector

Four officers and ten men were taken off the hill — allof them forward observers,

" radio operators and wire men. One officer was from the 8th Battery, 3d PG
~ Artillery Regiment; another from the 5th Battery, same regiment; the third
 ~from the 53d Werfer Regnment, and the last from the 1183d GHQ Mortar Bat-
- talion. This last outfit is noteworthy both for the size of its mortars (210 mm)ﬁ"
- ~and its complete-TO and TE. The battalion had been stationed on. the defenses
of BERLIN, but was sent to this sector 12 days ago. It arrived with lngh-cahbcr‘
- -personnel and complete equipment, mciudmg a large supply of ammunition.

»

The battalion consists of three batteries of mnc‘ mortars each, all of them com-
mitted in this area. Moreover, all the mortars have been’ ordered well forward;

-~ one battery, in fact, was overrun by the 18th US Infantry north of the EULEN -w
ikt -BERG -

“The pnsoner from the 53d Werfer chxmem: (cncountered once before'
by the 1st Division in the BUTGENBACH area) said that the regxment now

‘consists of two battalions, with eight nebelwerfers-in one battalion and nine in
thc other. He added that there is plenty of ammunition of all types on hand.

Finally, and this may well be the most u'nportant factor in the enemy’s

- ~igcreased determination, it seems there has been an unportant ‘though undocu-
" mented change in the commitment of officers in the fighting.. ‘Several prisoners

“remarked that their officers were now constantly up forward (e. g..the battalion. .

o - commander of the- 957th Regiment who ‘was_captured in. his. forward OP)
instead of urging-the men on to greater efforts from the security of cellars well -
" to the rear.’ Apparently the officers, cither by order or because of a feeling of

~_ hopelessness, are now sticking it out. with_their-men- come-whit ‘may, mstcad','_' .
'i"of pullmg out at the last moment to form’ new alarm compamss Or:to organize .

N

Continued on Next Page
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' straggler groups And the men, cither inspired” by- the ofhcers presence or
'proddcd on by the officers’ pistols, fight on as hard as they can. . - '~ .
~ The only unexpected identification of ‘the day was that of the 959th Tn-
fantry Reguncnt. Pr:.soners said it is called a regiment for scntunent only.
and operating under direct divisonal control. It was comlmttcd in the 957th
sector. According to the prisoners the- regiment (or battalxon) was recruited in
even greater haste in LEVERKUSEN than its sister regiments. As many men

. as possible were pulled out of the LEVERKUSEN area and others were tapped
for duty on the vay down to this sector. The regiment arnvcd last mght
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CHAPTER 61

The Terrible-Tempered Col. Becker

As they advanced through Europe, the 1st Infantry Division kept coming
up against the Germans’ 3rd Parachute Division, first in Normandy, then Hurtgen
Forest, then in the Ardennes and finally at Remagen. A stream of German prisoners
from that unit kept telling their 1st Division interrogators about the “inspirational”
leadership of a certain Colonel Becker.

Read Colonel Becker’s story:
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Probably the most irritating thorn in the side of the 1st Division during =
" the fighting on the European continent was the.3d Parachute Division, en-
."countered in Normandy, in the Hurtgen Forest, in the fighting in the Arden-

- nes and finally in the Remagen bridgehead. Of that thorn the barb was a cer- . |
“tain Col Becker, commander of the 5th Parachute Regiment, Col Becker, a - - —
“ranting, roaring, rooting, tooting regimental commander, left his imprint on
- almost every prisoner captured from the Regiment — usually on the seat of =~ .
" the unfortunate’s pants. By degrees, a sharp, unpleasant picture of the colonel
" filtered through interrogation of the parachutist prisoners and eventually-he -
... became the symbol of the typical German regimental commander. He was the
7" . 'model for a rash of Terrible-Tempered Col Poopnagels and Terrible-Tempered -

. Col Fernsprechers established by other American divisions, but in the end,
there ‘was only onc Terrible-Tempered Col Becker. That he was never cap-
tured by ‘the 1st Division is just another example of the Frustrations of War. .

" The following extracts from Division interrogation reports. record the

colonel’s rise, breast-beating and eventual decline.

. "When a battalion commander approached the colonel and said that - his- ~ .
~-men were in bad shape from hunger, lice, and particularlyfrom freezing of =~ °
- the feet, the colonel replied, *The position has got to be held at any cost. If

. the men’s feet are freezing, tell them to kick each other in the stern until

“they thaw out.”” — (23 Jan). A s T
" ”The lone parachutist prisoner, a deserter from_the 2d Company, 5th.-
“~Parachute Regiment, added color to the sketch of Col Becker, the regimental -
 commander. He said that Becker travels around the rear areas in a captured =
.- American armored car, using up all the regimental headquarters’ ration of -
< “gasoline. The colonel’s current practice is'to stop any soldier he sees on his
" way back to the aid station, give him a summary court martial on the spot

" and sentence him to three days’ arrest and cancellation of furlough for one
" ‘year for having frozen feet. The prisoner’s feet were frozen.” — (24 Feb). -
' »Latest report on the terrible Col Becker: The coloriel’s American ar- ~
“mored car, in which he used up the 5th Regiment’s ration of gasoline, was"
_stolen by a couple of transient SS men last week. The colonel commandeered ™~
“a passenger car which was almost immediately knocked out by our artillery.. -
“Now the colonel is walking again.”” — (24 Jan). e e
<. »A few days ago Col Becker remarked to a soldier in a rare moment of .. ..
" ¢cameraderie, ’If you're going to get it, you're going to get it. The buller meant
" for me hasn’t been cast yet and won’t be for ten years.” With this pronoun- —
" cement, the colonel darted nimbly into a building to avoid an incoming shell.”
" — (29 Jan). ‘ T T s 5 e o
- *Col Becker comes from Konigsberg, where he was a high school teacher.

He received the Ritterkreuz for the campaign in Crete, where he jumped with
"the 1st Parachute Division as.a 2d Lieutenant. At last report he. was trailing _

Continued on Next Page
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run away!’ The prisoner who furnished today s item said he believed the

| . colonel had taughe theology in Konigsberg.“ — (1 Feb).

Goering in. medal honors by abom: four, and of these, ,three ‘were medals -
: .Gocrmg thought up himself. Nothing . strikes the colonel -as being more =
- hilarious than a pair of well-frozen feet on a riflemen..'Get back to your fox-: .
““Hiole,’ he roared at one unfortunate. *If your feet are frozen, at least you can’t

T e

" A PW from the 8th Parachute Regiment said that whcn he had been e

with a glossary of four-letter words written in by cynical Landsers. One had

that —P” — (26 Feb).

" at-a combined 5th and 8th Regiment combat school in Bessenich he saw a2 .

_ notice on the bulletin board signed by Col Becker, that familiar old horror.
_ The notice read, *Transfer to the 5th Parachute Regiment and be a real = -
_parachutist! anates ‘who are acccpted for duty in the 5th will receive auto- . -

~matic: NCO ratings.’ The margins of the notice, the PW: said, were adorned.

scrawled, “I'd rather be a private in the 9995 than a master sergeant under” =

The circumstances relative to the capture ot scriously woundcd colonel"'r' bt

" of the 3d Parachute Regiment by the 13th Armored Division are not yet clear ..
~due to the prompt evacuation of the officer. It is believed, however, that the
~ officer is the infamous Col Becker, now commanding the division, as docu-ﬂ.l
. “ments show that only Col Becker -holds rank higher than major in the‘ __
- ..3d Parachute Division.” (Sourcc XVIII Corps, 13 Feb) :
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CHAPTER 62

Interrogators Disgusted
by SS Prisoners

By April 8, 1945, 1st Infantry Division interrogators had had their fill of
“enthusiastic” SS prisoners of war.

“The SS men who passed through the [prisoner]| cage seemed to have read their
own press clippings,” an interrogator wrote. “They were as arrogant, as irritating and
as nasty as any SS man who ever appeared in a Saturday Evening Post serial. Several
of them were very young—17 and 18—but were under no handicap or apprentice
allowance. The young fry were, in fact, possibly an even greater outrage against the
Geneva Convention than the older ones. ‘Hitler is the greatest man in the world!
‘Germany will win the next war, if not this one, because Hitler said so.’ ‘It is an honor
to die for the Fuehrer’ They gave the Hitler salute and sang ‘The Horst Wessel Song
Altogether, it was a very frustrating day at the cage.”

The interrogators went on to report that the SS men had trouble keeping their
mouths shut and offered up some valuable information.

Read more:
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'rd Inferrogat:on Repo 3
ts Aprll 1945) '

e 66151: Infantry Regiment- —
T 6th Observation Battalion ~ ="
CUUY "SSPz Ren Tng Bn 0 —
...2d SS Rcn Repl Tng Bn. —_
"8§ NCO Pz ch Repl Tng Bn —
116th Replacement Battahon —

e

oo Signal School
- ~‘BIELEFELD Motor School
=y 246th. AT Bn Repair. Shop
 82d Replacement Battalion
* Stragglefs and Deserters

TOTAL 18

N
N W

’ T___ SS men who passed through the cage secmed to have read their szn S

o :r‘.,Pfess Clippmgs Thcy were as arrogant, as irritating and as nasty as any SS man
- who ever appeared in a Saturday Evening Post serial. Several of them were very

" ?~75_145young — 17 and 18 — but were under no handicap or apprennce allowance.

- ‘The young fry -were, in fact, possibly an even greater outrage against the Ge- '
. neva Conventlon that the older ones. Hitler is the greatest man in the world.
~ Geérmany will win the next war, if not this one, because Hitler said so. It is

. mlhtary securlty All*of them talked but .all of. them sand the wtong ehmgs

- an honor to dic for the Fuehrer. They gave the Hitler salute and sang the

Horsc Wessel song. Altogether, it was 2 very frustrating day. at. the cage.
Their allegiance to. the Fuehrer, however, did not go so far as kecpmg :

A
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CHAPTER 63

Harz Mountains Offer
a Refuge for Germans

By April 10, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division was approaching the Harz
Mountains in central Germany, where the terrain would be to the Germans’
advantage.

According to a report: “It was more favorable to the enemy than the Ardennes
because the road net was more limited; it was rougher than the Hurtgen Forest
because the woods were thicker and the ground more broken by ravines, hills and
draws. What roads there were capable of carrying heavy traffic were child’s play
to block. The number of trees which could be felled across the roads at critical
spots was only limited by the amount of explosive on hand and the number of men
available to handle saws. ...

“If the enemy had had better communications and had been in a better state
of organization at the time he pulled back into the Harz he could have made the
mountains a major obstacle to the Americans’ continued drive to the east. He had
plenty of men—probably close to 100,000—and he had supporting weapons in
strength, which gave him equality with the attacking forces, if not superiority—
except in artillery.”

Read more:
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' ccgraued unit.’ That r.he HA’RZ Mountams were the refuge ofmore- than

e 6th' (Wehrkrels) Corps was not immediately apparent as the 15t Division
___]iushcd on rapidly to overrun .the first line of outposts' in fronc of the hills
~.and forest. Later in the fighting, both from the varlety of units encountered,
“both of divisional and independent unit status, it became evident that - the

- HARZ Mountains were defended by four corps and not one — the 6th and

_ 9th Corps, both converted Wehrkreis affairs; the 66th Corps and the 67th
~ Corps, old line outfits which had moved up from the south. Not one of these
 corps was by any means up to the level of a2 German. corps,m-@ﬂxeyehrmacht’s
salad days; in fact, the 6th and 9th Corps were little more than a formless_
“body of troops topped by a headquarters staff, and not much communication
‘between them.-But in spite. of the original shapelessness . of the Corps, there
wc_re certainly enough troops on hand to make the reduction of the HARZ - -
-a tough proposition, especially since there was also present a liberal seasoning
" of S$ men from the Westphalia® Brigade and a core of experxenced -division
. staffs from 326th Volksgrenadier Division, 26th Volksgrenadier Division and
5th- Parachute Division. Moreover, the terrain. which the enemy could use for

~his defense was about as forbidding to an attacker as could be found, It was

. more favorable to the enemy. than the Ardennes because the road net was
. more limited; it was rougher than the Hurtgen Forest because the ‘woods were

.-:_'J""'T" -thxcker and the ground more broken by ravines, hills and draws. What roads
Lzﬁ,,.._—.thcre were capable .of carrying heavy traffic were. child’s play to ‘block. The
"7 number of trees which could be felled across the roads at critical spots was
© " only limited by the amount of explosive on hand and the number of men -
TR available to handle saws. The roads whielrwound around the sides of -the
‘i hills could be cratered ‘at a moment’s notice. If the enemy had had better

.communications and had been in 'a better state of organization at the time

- he pulled back into the HARZ he could have made the mountains a ‘major

+ —"probably close to 100,000 —- and he had supporting. weapons in strength
R whlch gave him equality with the attacking forces, if not superiority — except
2. in artillery. True, there was little possibility that the HARZ could hold out
_foréver surrounded on all sides, but there was always. the hope that some sort - -
3. of delay could be imposed on the Americans which would grant wore t nmc
=10 the High Command — time to do what was never clear. -
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CHAPTER 64

A Tank Shooting Gallery

By April 20, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division had crushed resistance in the
Harz Mountains, but officers were surprised by the number of tanks the Germans
had and were impressed by the way they used them.

According to a report, they “employed them professionally and with skill, backing
up road blocks and supporting local counter-attacks. During no other operation of
the 1st Division have enemy tanks and self-propelled guns been such a painful thorn
in the side ... as they were during the Harz fighting.”

By the time the stronghold was finally conquered, the division had knocked out
more than 52 tanks and self-propelled guns and destroyed or captured nearly 1,500
vehicles of all types (the great majority out of gasoline), 75 artillery pieces, whole
trainloads of signal equipment, truck parts, machine gun mounts, airplane fuselages
and ammunition.

Read more:
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. _ WWhere the enemy laid hands on the. astonishing number of tanks he.wag—-—-—-
"able to bring to bear in the mountain fighting is still not clear. Many of them -
_came with the ‘Westphalia Brigade, and others undoubtedly were turned out” =
}by. the repair shops of the of the 116th and 9th Panzer Divisions. Though these
_sources were not alone enough to supply the number involved, there was no - .
" doubt that the enemy had all he needed and gasoline enough to run them. He = = -
“- employed them professionally and with skill, backing up road blocks and sup-
~ porting local counter-attacks. During no other operation of the 1st Division
" have enemy tanks and self-propelled guns been such a painful thorn in the side ="
“\\' " (with the possible exception of the major counter-attack launched by two pan-- -
- zer divisions to cut the REMAGEN bridgehead in two on 25 March) as they . . -

Continued on Next Page
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S were durmg the HARZ ﬁghtm thn the stronghold was: Emally blotted out -

- -on 20:April," more than 52 tanks and SPs had been knocked out by the 1st
. Division' alone; and-a- considerable number of othcrs were plckcd off by other g

‘fﬂcndly units as they tried to pull out of the trap.

* Though the tanks represented the most. lrnportant tactical dcstructlon,
_thell‘ number ‘was insignificant beside the vast quantity of other military -
equipment destroyed or captured by the 15t Division. Nearly 1,500 vehicles of .
all types were bagged, though the great majority of them were out of gasoline. -
. ‘Seventy-ﬁvc artillery pieces were taken, as well as whole trainloads of signal 1
- equipment, truck parts, machine gun miounts, airplane fuselages and enough b
ammunition to shoot up a typhoon. . :

_ ‘The. most uncxpected result of the operation in the HARZ however, was
the surprising number of prisoneérs taken, an indication of just what forces the S
~ four corps hemmed up in the pocket had available. The 1st Division glone wok - -+ -
- 30,343 prisoners between 1 April and 25 April, when the pock;r)l as finally -
. sponged up; adjacent units wallmg up the other sides ot the ‘trap, brought
. the final tota] haul vo 73,490 prisoners, a number far beyond any of the original~
estimates of the contents. The prisoner catch rose in geometric progresmons DT
to a point where the. 1st Division, engaged in- drying up the enemy’s rear = -
‘hreas while he was still resisting in his forward positions, .took more than. ..z
" 710,000 prisoners in one day. As can be imagined, the strain on the PW cage = |
and PW transport as considerable, Hundréds of PWs arrived under their own
~_steam, some marching in formation, others plowing their way through crowds . ™
of interested spectators in order to turn themselves in. They arrived by foot, =~
- by truck, by passenger car and by horseback. Recaptured Allied PWs, mainly
. Frenchmen and Belgians, joined in the hunt, dragging dank Landsers out of -
~ the woods. No vehicle traveling the roads between the towns of the HARZ =+
could complete a trip without a clutch of PWs riding the hood, the fenders'
~and pyramldcd in the back seat. Interrogation broke down completely, with
. litele loss since the crush of prisoners had nothing to say of interest except that
_they had been lost from their units and tramping the woods for several days. Yo
But among the horde was the 100,000th prisoner captured by the. 1st Division ". .-
- -during the war. He ‘was at least sngnlflcant 1f not groducnve of mformauon e
(See Annex 6).

7 e, e i e

- - : N P Y - T o BP g gy

290




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports,
December 1944 - May 1945.” P. 236.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context

291



https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=235

CHAPTER 65

Another Version
of the Assassination Attempt on Hitler

One of the German officers interrogated on April 20, 1945 played a small
role in the nearly successful 1944 assassination attempt on Adolf Hitler, but told his
interviewers a little different story from the one that we know today.

He also told them that Reichsmarschall Hermann Goering had a role in the
unsuccessful coup that followed the assassination attempt.

Read his story:
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_-A spectacular story turned up with a Lt von KIELMANNSEGG, who
- '_was the son of a Gen Maj hurig by the Reich Peoples’ Court for participation
-~ in the July 20 attempt on Hitler, His father had been attached to the office

of the Chief of Staff @BERLIN the son said that every important.general

“‘in the Wehrmacht was“involved in.the plot either dn'cctly or indirectly, and

. that the most surprising member of the opposition wis Goering himself. He -
-believed that Goering was involved only negatively by leavmg the path open* =

e " for the conspirators with full advanced knowledge.

 The plan, in which the lieutenant also- participated, but to a minor .
fa %degree, was to load two experxmentai knapsacks with explosive. Hitler, who

- always interested in new items of equipment for the Wehrmacht, would in-
- - spect the new models himself. Everything went off well: the explosive was
" corcealed in the knapsacks, Hitler ordered the knapsacks brought. in to look
- them over and the charges went off. The only, and fatal, flaw was'that the

- résulted in attending staff officers, but the main prize got w'.ty wn;h con-
3
cussxon and lacerations of the arm. :

- '.a time the chief blame tottered between Keitel, Bock and Witzleben, all of
whom were taken into custody. Eventually the ‘affair was settled on Witzleben

_the i mvestlgatlon His mothér, also arrested, is still in jail and being shamefully -

- in-the Landeschutzen. Eventually the Gestapo got too hot on the trail, ang
- the two men fled to HOXTER in order to surrender to. our forces: WOL
~was successful in crossing the lines, but the prisoner was nailed by the 'SS
Feldgcndarmcne as a likely straggler and sent to Battegroup KARST.  He
- reéalized ehiac hevcould  Continiiie ‘the’ masquerade no longer; as KARST ‘was
sure 1o
that ‘time was in ‘greater need of company comimanders than of confessed

assassins (and. by that time probably feeling regret that the coup had f:nlcd)_

‘ and put the prisoner in'command of an alarm company.
" A little later the prisoner heard that the Gestapo was still on his trail
and gettmg closer, so he fled again, this time to SCHIERKE in the Harz. He

sicceeded in ludmg out from the Gestapo and our troops unt:l todny when :

he turned hlmsclf m. T R

-~ timing mechanism in the charges was set an instant too late Hitler had just
“ stepped out of the room when the explosion occurred. As it 'was, a good toll -

¢ Immediately afterwards every. Wehrmacht offlcer was suspect; and fOr"- e

and he was executed along with a host of smaller fry, 1ncludmg the prisoner’s . . ...
- ""f_ather. The son was also arrested, but escaped from the jail in BERLIN pending - 2

" treated the last the prisoner heard. In any case the prisoner and another officer. .. ...
i =-.named WOLF, also lmphcated ‘made their way to HANNOVER where they =

took refuge with the prisoner’s sister. Both men assumed false names and = ..
'f,frl'nred themselves out as farm laborers in the area; and even signed up for duty =~

be upon chie’ affair, ‘and - told KARST the whole story. KARST" at o
o
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CHAPTER 66

Concentration Camps Found

On May 7, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division’s soldiers found a women's
concentration camp in vicinity of Swodau, near Falknov, containing 900 Allied
nationals, all of whom were starving. A day later, they came across a concentration
camp for Russians at Falknov. Of the roughly 1,400 prisoners, approximately 500
had active cases of typhus. Soldiers requested permission to burn the camp to the
ground.

Read the report:
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= Prov Mil Gov Det V-1 attached to Division per VOGG, v Corps,

-to operate in the town of CHEB (EGER).

: Wcman's concentration camp located in vicinity of SWODAU, naari‘:

FALKNOV, containing 900 Allied Natlonals, was inspected.
Kitchen was organized and food supply procured from the sur- .
rounding vicinity. All individuals had suffered frem lack .~
of food. Medical attention being administered to those needr
ing seme. Soap,. DDT powder and rations for one week for one

. thousand. (1000) Displaced Persons requisitioned and pfdcurad;h_

- SMGO made routine check of Division area and inspected Rus-':;
_ sian DP camp at FALKNOV, containing approximately 1400 Rus-
“gsidns, . Camp had approximately 500 active cases of Typhus-

71~presont. ‘Recormendation for field hospital with delousing
. equipment submitted and request that inmates be evacuated
'and camp burnt to the ground.l : -

'-\.:--
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CHAPTER 67

The War Is Over, the Exodus Begins

At 8:15 a.m. on May 7, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division, fighting its way east into
Czechoslovakia, received an order to cease firing. World War Il in Europe was over,
triggering a mass flight toward the American lines to avoid capture by the Soviet
Union’s armies, which were approaching from the east.

“Apparently the entire German nation within traveling distance of the 1st
Division zone was on the roads leading toward the Division front—Wehrmacht
soldiers, SS men, women auxiliaries, renegade Russian troops and, in the greatest
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mass of all, civilians by the thousands, all in frantic flight from the Russians,” a report
read.

“Every conceivable means of transportation was employed—wheelbarrows,
tremendous Army troop transports, civilian buses, pushcarts, horses and wagons,
sporty civilian cars, generals’ staff cars, bicycles, buggies. Every road was clogged
with crawling German humanity and the brew of sights, sounds, heat, dust, shouts
and smells was fantastic.”

Summing up the 1st Infantry Division’s World War Il experience: 443 days at
combat; 108,000 prisoners of war captured and another 100,000 from overrun
hospitals and at the collapse of Germany; approximately 500 tanks and self-
propelled guns destroyed.

Another interesting account in this section:

When the war ended, the 1st Infantry Division was in a part of Czechoslovakia
[today’s Czech Republic] that had been annexed by Germany before the war and
renamed the Sudetenland. A German general, trying to salvage some “honor”
for Germany, wanted his surrender document to indicate he surrendered in the
Sudetenland. Brig. Gen. George A. Taylor, 1st Division assistant commanding
general and representative of the Third Army commander, told him, “There is no
Sudetenland. You are in Czechoslovakia!”

In its final form the surrender document read, “Elbogen, Czechoslovakia.”

Read more:
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" :I5On1 May the-encmy was all through. The political leaders and ‘the Party =}
" boys:were still grabbing at straws, but the Wehrmacht and the ordinary |
' civilians were through. Thers was no big picture enemy situation because’ ¢

_there was no enemy except in Czechoslovakia, which, of course, is where the |

1st Division happened to be. The only question at hand was whether the - -+
~ enemy would fall over of his own weight or whether he would have to be
7 pushed. In the end he had to be pushed. -~ o T

_ ~ For the first four days in May, the enemy’s reaction to the Division’s
_ minor shiftings and improvements. of the line was variable. In some cases he . - -
" put up stiff fighting at isolated roadblocks and strongpoints and in others -

- Division patrols found towns completely clear. The enemy force facing the . ..
- Division seemed to be comprised of various units undér the command of a =~

_ Gen Benicke and called Division Benicke. Many of the soldiers were, oddly -7
.. enough, some of the best quality troops encountered by the Division in quite * -
" a while, These men-were from an officer candidate school at the large.
training center of Milowitz in Czechoslovakia. = .= R

Continued on Next Page
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A

Dunng thls interim penod of waltmg not for the: bang but l:hc wh;mpcr
,the war’s end, the Dl‘VlSlO!a wgs engaged in clcanmg up: ‘the rear areas;’ mOre '
fact, than werc captured in the readjustments of the l.lne Thc most spectacular
- catch was of five Hitler Jugends and an SS leader all bent on sabotage and
equlpped with a remarkable amount of explosive devices (see Annex 1).

" But though the enemy was down, he was still thtclnng ‘He needed one
" more poling to stretch him out completely.. The 1st Dwnsnon, with CCA of
the 9th Armored Division attached, delivered the blow on' 5 May Spread out
‘on a 48-kilometer front, the Dlvmlon attacked agam to the east. The advance
“entountered moderate resistance, a matter of - surprise only - to - those experts-
“who started predicting six months. prevxously that the Germans had only one
gasp left. The enemy defended strategic road junctions and village strong
_ points bitterly, making good use of small arms and automatic weapons fire. “~~~
Artillery fire was light, scattered and confined to the southern part of the
Division zone. At Drenice the enemy held out in posm&fs on a hill just
“‘north of the town, and the area was not cleared until late in the-day when- -~ —
— Dwasmn tanks were able to move in and clear up ‘the situation. -Somewhat
-+ -over 200 prisoners were captured during the day s flghtmg, most of them of‘
Ti . _the expected identifications (see Annex 2). s

i ~ The advance continued on 6 May against hghter and “more scattered Te-
.4 sistance as the Division pushed on 10 to 20 kilometers in the northern and
“1 " “southern sectors. In the center, however, the enemy lield oiit as though he had

- all Germany behind him. Along the main road from Cheb to Falkenov 88 mm
anti-tank guns were deployed in depth, and each one had to be eliminated b
the infantry before the tanks could budge. In the vicinity of Eubabrunn the -
“enemy, although lacking the necessary artillery support, put up a tough fight.
Klmghart Plesna, Sneky, Mnichav, Sangerberg and Kynsperk were all cleared -
of the enemy during the day, and five anti-tank guns were destroyed. " With
"1 'the exception of one concentration of 150 rounds of mortar fire, enemy
,j};‘;ff ‘mortar arid-artillery demonstratxons were scattered and hght

. At 0815 hours on 7 May the 1st Infantry Division rece:ved anorder to”
cease firing, an order for which the Division had fought since 8 November -~
1942 from Oran, through Tunis, through Sicily, through France, . through
o Bclgmm, through the Ardennes, through Germany 1o its fmal ac!ucvement e
in Czcr:hoslovakla ; -

The first product of thl: cessation of offens:ve action was t.he surrendcr
= of Genma) Fritz Benicke, commanding Division ‘Benicke, and his staff. He
- was given instructions on the procedure required for the surrender of all .
‘troops under his command. Later in the day several staff officers from the -~
12th German- Army Corps entered. the Dmsxon Imes to arrange a meeting

Contmued on Next Page
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" between "th_ei:.-..;_comm— om nander, Gen d-Artill erieesterkamp,andarepmenunvn
of the  American  forces. ‘The 12th Corps. commanded . the sector between

- Chemnitz and Marienbad and numbered about 18,000 men.

"The meeting took-place shortly after 0900 hours, 8 May, in the Weisses
Ross Inn at Elbogen. Gen .Osterkamp and his party arrived in a fleet of
Mérqedes—Benz- touring cars and proceeded immediately to business at hand.
‘The general, a small dapper-man, pressed and shined and bemedalled to within =~ -
an inch of his life, attempted, with absolutely no success, to effect various =
~small compromises in the terms, apparently trying to riscue some vestige of-
German “honor” from the affair. His major effert was to have the date-line
of the ‘surrender document :read “Elbogen, Sudetenland”. Brig Gen George
A Taylor, ist Division assistant commanding general -and representative of
the Third Army commander. said, "There is no Sudetenland. You are in Z
~Czechoslovakia?” In its final form the document read, “Elbogen, Czecho- =
slovakia”. = . -0 s T RN Y
-+ “The ~administrative arfangements -of -the surrender provided that Gen
* Osterkamp- would assémble his troops into groups of regimental ‘size, be
* responsible for their: rations, medical attention and discipline, and await
further orders. On 9 May, after the total surrender of all German land, sca -
and air forces had been signed at 0001 hours at Supreme Allied Headquarters,
- the vast hegira of Germans began to flow toward the Division lines. Ap-
_ parently the entite German nation within traveling distance of the 1st Division. .

-zoné was on the roads leading toward ‘the Division front — Wehrmacht
soldiers, SS men, women auxiliaries, renegade Russian troops and, in “the
. greatest mass of all, civilians by the thousands, all in frantic flight from the
- Russians. Every conceivable means of transportation was employed — wheel-
Barrows, tremendous Army troop transports, civilian buses, pushcarts, horses
" and wagons, sporty civilian cars, generals’ staff cars, bicycles, buggies. Every
road was clogged with crawling German humanity and the brew of sights,
 sounds, heat, dust, shouts and smells was fantastic. The Wehrmacht and the
" German nation had come a long way from the day of the Afrika Korps, the -
" defense of the Normandy beaches, the battles of the Roer and the Ardennes
. offensive. But the ist Infantry Division had come just as far and was still
. _there at the end. Just how much the Division did alone to' wreck what was
once the most powerful army -in the world can never be measured ma-
- thematically, More than 108,000-captured prisoners of war in the Division’s .
- 443 days of combar and anosher 100,000 prisoners who fell into Division
" hands from overrun hospitals and at the last collapse; 500-odd tanks and SP
: guns destroyed, thousands and thousands of trucks and vehicles — the
* statistics of the trail of enemy wreckage left behind from. Africa to Czecho-
_ slovakia are only indices. o : R

—
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CHAPTER 68

Catching ‘Werewolves’

As the war wound down, Allied leaders were concerned that SS soldiers might
melt into the mountains and run a partisan campaign against them. These potential

groups were called Werewolves. Very few were found, but a group was captured on
May 2, 1945.

According to a report: “A group of these unregenerates was nailed by the 1st
Infantry Division CIC [Counter-Intelligence Corps] detachment today, almost by
accident but with pyrotechnic results.”

Six young men pushing a cart along a road were stopped and questioned. When
the leader decided to pull a pistol, he was killed and the remaining five men arrested.
Upon inspecting the contents of the cart, officials found a suitcase that “contained
enough explosives, detonators, time pencils, primacord and hand grenades to supply
a Central American Revolution.”

Read more:
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2 May 1945

i With bejewelled and pear—shaped néws - poppmg the tubes of radlo L
;;recelvers every hour on the hour, it has become increasingly difficult to' realize
*that there are still die-hards and fanatics on the German side of the fence who

.are determined to go on fighting. Moreover, the kind of fxghtmg these hard- -

- heads carry on is becoming more and more dangerous since most. of it ts '
: necessarzly underhanded. S . :

.. 7. A group of these unregenerates was nalled by the 1st Infantry Division.
e CIC detachment today, almost by accldem: but with pyrotechnic results. The -
“ " CIC men driving down a road neag Ober Roslau observed a pushcart-and-

G 'stout-walkmg—shoc group of six men tooling down the road. They all scemed
... younger than the standard brand of refugee, so the CIC men stopped them
_ for a routine check of papers. On the pushcart was -a pa.per-maché suitcase
““which when opened appeared to. contain nothing but cigaret. packages-and
~food parcels. One of the CIC men asked who owned the suitcase, whereupon
= such an appalled silence and freezing horror came over the six civilians that
it was apparent that the CIC men had opened a Pandora’s box. The oldest
. civilian, a stout youth of about 25, seemed to be fixing for a break so the
CIC men laid hold of him and starded to handcuff him until -this mysterious
~ matter should be cleared up. With one hand secured and the other about to
"~ be snapped, the civilian made a lunge toward one of the CIC men and started
- to pull a pistol out of his pocket. In the ensuing scuffle he was shot dead.
. When stripped for identification and documents he was found o have thc :
| S blood-type mark tatooed on his upper arm. '

>

The five remaining youths were loaded into a jeep and brought to the
.. PW cage for further investigation, There it was found that the brown paper -
*suitcase contained enough explosives, detonators, time pengils, primacord and
- hand grenades to supply a Central American Revolution. Obviously not every~
' 'rcfugee bundle contains ‘only bread-crusts, sausage-ends and garter samplcs

N At the cage the five’ pnsoners told the usual and ,Gonstantly dangerous ?—__-;
story of sabotage school, S inspiration and line-crossing missions. All five of
* . the prisoners (none was over 18) were’ formerly elite members of Hitler Ju-

- gend formations in and around Bayreuth. On é March they were sent to 2 |
- school in KOLLESCHOWITZ. Czechoslovakia, to learn how to short com- -
. munication wires, blow bridges, set supply dumps on fire, wreck railroad "
" “trains and all the other functions of the complete saboteur. There were 60-odd
_ Hitler Jugend students at the school and 40 teachers, all $S NCOs and officer
3. candidates. At the end of the course three days ago the school was split up

. Into - teams consisting of ;hrcc w0 five smdents and one SS teacher Thw: _‘-j'j

Contmued on Next Page
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T

" tgaisi were, assigned missions all over.Germany. (One of the prisoners said
. that one team had been given a inission somewhere in the COLOGNE area;
- he did-not-know where specifically.) .- - o0

i e

-~ 'The group on hand was on its way to BAMBERG where it was to check
‘in at a farmhouse for further orders. If necessary it would stay there for two
weeks while the SS leader reconnoitered the area for suitable objectives and

. got in touch with other members of the sabotage combine. (Unfortunately
the.leader. was the only man who knew the address and location of the farm-
house, and he was beyond all questioning). Ornie of the prisoners said he under-

~ stood the team’s final mission was the destruction of the airport av BAY-
REUTH and the wrecking of communications in the area. All of them agreed
that the over-all mission of the school graduates, with-no specific assignments -
a5 yet, was the assassination of city and local government officials appointed
by the US. Military Government. To this end all the students in the school *
had been particularly trained in pistol sharpshooting. They said they knew.

- that two other sabotage groups had crossed the lines at the same time they ™

* had, but they had no idea of the other group’s, mission or assigned area. - '

~ 77 Apparently, if the strenuous insistence of the prisoners can be believed,
this particular sabotage set has no connection with the Werewolf organization,

" but is strictly an SS affair operating under Jagdkommando West. All the Hitler

" Jugend members of the school were volunteers; they had, in fact, vied for the -
honor of doing a little nasty business for the Fatherland. The lucky winners =
were_chosen by SS field-agents on the basis of sound Nazi doctrine, ability in . -

. various sports and knowledge of English (very limited in the case of the repre- . -

_septatives on hand). - L e

" Their system of operations was simple and effective, and:based, un- =~

~ fortunately, on the laxity of our. controls. Only the SS leader had a set of .

- false papers, usually consisting of a Wehrmacht medical discharge. He took an .
" alias. ‘The Hitler Jugend bovs carried no special papers at all, and assumed - A
" _no false names. If stopped thcy were instructed to say they were on their way -

. home (home was any convenient town in the vicinity). This was believed to
be sufficient cover and had the added advantage of being very simple. The - -
- youths had instructions to commit no assaults on US personnel as any such ™ -
- action would inevitably lead to unpleasant investigations and increased watchs
- fulness. Nor were they ever to enter a house (other than those contact points -
known to the SS leader) since they would then be open to suspicion on the 7

_ part.of the householders. They were to stay on the main roads, where none

-~—“but the most casual checks were made, and lay up in the woods when =7

7 necessary. : - , . ,

" The mental attitude of the five prisoners was, as usual, inexplicable. They ¢~
- were obviously the product of a spoon-fed indoctrination: the Fatherland -
~ was the highest good; any blow struck for the Fatherland, particularly when -
~ the holy soil was in danger, was the blow. o£{ hero; any evil or painful con- +-

i
==
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uenccs coruld be borne in the’ doughty knowledge that Great:r Gemmtyf 3
. as ‘grateful, and ‘so on and on. Not one of them had weighed thé practical
. ;___-"stde of the matter or had the sllghtest idea of what he intended to:dowhen his
. explosive was all gone and he was left stranded deep in' occupied territory.

* Nor did onc of them consider the over-all futility of the plan — any blow
~was the blow of a hero. Only in the cage did they begin to percewe “dimly’
_ that they would not be around to admire .the statues erected in their honor’
by a grateful Greater Germany. They were scared but- unrepentant ‘There is
- no reason to believe that the other little wretches still pining ‘to. strike 2
. blow for the Fatherland will, in a blinding ﬂash see the error of thelr ways,
.as m 2 techmcolor Hollywood endmg c e L e

7
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CHAPTER 69

A Top Nazi Official Gives Up

Just after World War Il ended, Konrad Henlein, the chief Nazi official in Prague
and the man appointed by Adolf Hitler to oversee the Sudetenland [now a part of the
Czech Republic], surrendered to a unit attached to the 1st Infantry Division.

He was the first Nazi Gauleiter to give up and blamed the Nazis’ mistreatment of
the Czechs solely on the SS.

Henlein, described in a report as “the man who started the wretched snowball
downhill before the Munich Conference of 1938,” was astonished to find he was
considered a war criminal. “The SS wanted to rule by force and I wanted to rule by
peace,” he told his interrogators.

Read the report:
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ANNEX 3
(Spccml Interrogatlon Report)

Thc}- unwholesorﬁe business of picking and sorting. PWs ‘was today fmally

- taped, tied and packaged with the capture of Konrad Henlein, the man who -

: i _started the wretched snowball downhill before the Munich Conference of 1938,

"' He surrendered himself, his secretary and chauffeur to elements of the 9th

=Armored Division attached to the 1st Infantry Division.

- Henlein has changed considerably from his days as ranter, shouter and |

' end man for the Nazis in Czechoslovakia. Once a gymnastics instructor, he-now: : i
== -looks like a former professional football player who has made a hatful of money

~in the restaurant business. His pants were pressed, his shoes were shined . aad

lus overcoat had evidently employed a platoon of tailors, He has put ona lot
- of weight and wouldn’t do a giant swing on the horizontal bar o win a bet,
e He looks like just what the Fuhrer ordered in the way of Gauleiters. Altogether,

_in fact, his plushy presence as a prisoner was the most«satisfying thing about

- him. As far as his testimony went he was a flop — he weaseled out of embar-
- . .of -good reputation and high honor and when he was stuck beyond a wnggle,'
many others to follow orders without question.

: Henlein’s most important job was,"of course, Gaulelter of the Sudctcnland
"4+ He was in addition Reichsstadthalter of Prague, or in other words the c}nef

" maintained blandly that his first news that the Fuhrer was dead came over the
.'German Home Service. The next day he received a radio message from Bor-

,‘,_'f Fuahrer.“~No further details, n6 indication that Hitler was really dead, and
_ apparently Henlein was not even moved to speculate on this strange turn of

Henlem plays them from inside his vest.

. rassing questions, he solemnly and consistently maintained that he was 2 man

-+ "Nazi official of the city. In his dual capacity he was in position to throw a
. lictle light on just what has happened to Hitler, but again he fouled off. He

“'The miore offensive details of his regime Henlem blamed entu'cly on- the -
55: an organization which he naively asserted to be entirely divorced fromhis
own. His relations with Hzmmlcr were constantlyat- cross-purpo$cs. .”I told""""" |

‘he fell back on the tiresome excuse that he was only a lu:t]c fellow, bound ass0. :

“mhann, head of the Nazi Party: ”Admiral Donitz will take over from the ...

_events. In the cage he said that naturally he believed Hitler was dead: 2 respon-
sible official like Donitz would ‘not make such a statement otherwise, What =
“Henlein really believes is another question; when it comes to playing cards,'-- .

Contmued on Next Page
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“Himmler to let me do My own job.in Czechoslovakia,“ he:said, “If left vo -
myself-1 could-have got the Czechs to understand German rule and to work. . .
" with the Germans, but always there were orders from inside Germany. — orders
which did not recognize at all the delicate state of relations. After all, my -
grandfather was a Czech and I understand the problems. The SS wanted to =
.~ rule by force and I wanted to rule by peace.” With this gratifying statement’
* Henlein sat back in his chair and folded his hands resignedly. The cancerous
. thorn of Heydrich, “the Hangman®, he disowned virtuously and entirely.
-Heydrich was an SS bully sent to Czechoslovakia and from the day of his
arrival Henlein recognized him as an enemy to his plans for a great happy
- family of Czechs. *There was nothing I could do, of course,” he said. “Heyd- . -
rich was there-under orders and I was under orders myselfy” The violent purges -
~ that took place in Prague and Lidice to avenge Heydrich’s assassination were
 also strictly SS affairs into which Henlein did not pry. A

- Henlein’s conception of himself as chief purveyor of goodies and avuncular | . ..
philosophy to the Czechs was so complete that he was indignant, and probably _ .. =
‘honestly so, to find himself on the list of war criminals, He did not under-
stand exactly what a war criminal was, but in any cas¢ he was certain he was

- “not-ome. He pointed out that he is the first Gauleiter to surrender himself
‘to our forces, evidence enough of his lily character. He said nothing about

the Russians who were prodding him coarsely from behind; nor did he explain-
" why he was not in Prague, where one still has to be nimble of foot, but in -
* Karlsbad, well within the American surrender territory. Some time ago Hen-
lein was ordered by Bormann to take to the woods with his kreisleiters in case -
" of occupation by enemy forces. There he would defend himself with a special
" company of SS men and approved Nazis- and make himself unpleasant to the
" “oecupying forces. Henlein was to lay on arrangements to take care of this

. move. Consequently he appointed a Gen Hermann (a Wehrmacht ‘general,

~ according to Henlein) who was to lay in a supply of stores in Riesengebirge

and Altvatergebirge. Gen Hermann was to be assisted by a Waffen-SS named

" Skorzeny. (And who was Skorzeny? Henlein did not know — probably just .

" the man’s name.) When it became clear that this plan might have to go into

. ‘effect, Henlein realized he would have a tough time hiding obf in the woods™

. in Czechoslovakia. His face was too well known to-a great numbe - of Czechs: =~
" who-did-not care for him. Consequently he called the plan off, at least s0. ...~
~ far as he was concerned, and advised Gen Hermann to use the special com- . .. ..
s ;_;-,,phz_:‘;y-;s,r,egular- soldiers. ‘ L ST oo

. Over and above this personal plan, however, was an order to establish the "
“Werewolves in his Gau. According to his secretary, also a prisoner, each

" Kreisleiter was to receive 50,000 marks to pay for the establishment of the ™ "~
" underground organization. Henlein claimed the money was “to pay off Party .
~ debts”. In any case, he said, he only gave the money to one kreisleiter, whose . = .
~ name he had forgotten, conveniently enough. SR DRI

g
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eutenant in the army and was captured by the Italians in.1917 (a remarkable

: if:’féat) and was not released until 1919. After the war he became a bank official. =~
——-—in-Asch, doing push-ups and deep knee-bends on the side; In 1925 he became a

full-nme gymnastics instructor. It was not until 1933 that political worries
_ about the down-trodden Germans in Czechoslovakia began to gnaw-at him, and

‘he started the Deutsch Heimat Front at that time. In 1935 he ran for the

Czech parliament on a platform of German- ‘misery; with no success at all. He

- first met Hitler at the Olympic Games in Berlin in 1936. In 1938; after Hen-
. lems now-famous series of howls, complaints and screams, Hitler ‘informed

him that he could not expect Party- support until the West Wall was finished.
Th:s arrangement obviously was not known to Lord Runciman, the British'

““envoy who arrived to straighten mattérs out bhﬁween the Czech government
_and the Sudeten German P}rty with a conspicuous lack of results. The

' “inevitable break between Henlein and the Czech government occurred Just

"prior to-the Munich Conference and Henlein fled to Germany,. where he or- -

gamzed a group of rowdies called the Freikorps, allegedly to protect German

" interests in the Sudetenland. On 1 October, the German. army moved in;. and

~ Henlein was appointed Gauleiter. of thc terntory. In 1939 he was made o

Relchsstadthalter of Prague.

When he was captured Heénlein ha.d a small bottle of tablets h1dden in hlS .

" belt. The bottle was marked with a skull and crossbones, but may have con-

b tained Mothersill’s Seasick Remedy. Again," it may have not; nobody has

voluntecred to try them out. Henlein said they were for consumption. in case

- some undlsmplmed Czechs mlsmterpreted l'ns kmdly interest. and got .rough

.Vii .
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CHAPTER 70

Surrendering German Generals
Cling to Rank

As the war ended, German soldiers—from privates to generals—were
streaming to the American lines to give up. Some of the generals refused to give up
the benefits of rank, even as they surrendered.

On April 20, 1945, “The highest brass to show up during the day was Gen d.
Inf [of Infantry] Otto Maximilian Hitzfeld, commander of the 67th Corps. In the
pandemonium he could not be overlooked. He arrived in his personal Mercedes
attended by two dog-robbers*, a sort of combination dog-robber and aide, and
his chief of staff. In the car he had a footlocker; six knapsacks, five briefcases, eight
blankets, two bulging cardboard boxes and 15 bottles of schnapps (which he took
with him when he left).”

Read more:

* A dog-robber is a low-ranking enlisted man who is assigned as a servant to a
commissioned officer.
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(20 April 1945)

it When Juhus Caesar o¥erran the pelted and fur-beanng Germans centuncs‘ _
-'ago; his PW wattle could have been ng more flushed 4nd crowded than was
~ """ the 1st Infantry Division cage today, nor more filled with strange and gutteral
=~ - -alien tribesmen. Today in-the Division cage there were Hungarians, German
-+~ sgilors, Wehrmacht infants, ancient and spavined flak men, SS men, women
auxnhanes, RAD workers — anything that the German Reich could turn out
- in' a uniform. The uniforms themselves, for that matter, would have made
~_Jacob’s coat look like a Boston banker’s swallowtail. The_crush was tremen-
~dous; the prisoners arrived in standard trucks for the mos part, but also in
captured buses, charabincs and trailers. One general drove up in a Mercedes-
Benz 'convertible. The area where the prisoners were searched looked like the
- back deck of the Albany night boat on the Fourth of July, and the takt in
pen-kmves, razor blades, nall scissors anszand mirrors was enormous. Before

had leaped avndly -on second heutenants for qurmatnon early in the’ day'

. “merely grunted at anything less than full colonel in the afternoon, and: by

" night even generals had trouble makmg themselves heard in thc Babel It. was -
a lovely sight.

The highest brass to show up dunng the day was Gen d Inf OTTO
MAXIMILIAN HITZFELD, commander of the 67th. Corps.  In the pan-
demonium he could not be overlooked. He arrived in his personal Mercedes
. attended by .two dog-robbers, a sort of combination dog-robber and aide, and
... his chief.of staff. In'the car he had a footlocker, six knapsacks, five briefcases, -
7 _eight blankets, two bulging cardboard boxes and 15 bottles of schnapps (which
2+ he took with him when he left). Somewhat later two of his subordinate ge-
- 7 nerals appeared: Gen Maj SAUL and Gen Maj HEYDENREICH as Well as e
" “another subordinate comrnander, Col BONGARTZ.
‘Gen HITZFELD is 46 years old, and said he is the youngest Gen d Inf" .
in the German Army. He had fought on all the major Russian fronts as 2 .
“* division commander, and had enough decorations, meludmg the thterkf uz
_.with Oalw Leaves, to embellish a jeweler’s window.” ' :
-~ . 'The general had had command of the 67th Corps for more than a yea.r
-+ he said the corps had come north to this sector from south of KASSEL. In all,
. 'the 67th Corps had only two organizations which could be called. divisions - .-
- - by any stretch of the imagination. One was Division BONGARTZ and the
~-----other Division STURM. The rest of the corps consisted of anybody in uni-. °
form who could be impressed into service. There were two generals in the corps
who did -nothing but collect ‘stragglers. Division BONGARTZ consisted
“entirely of Luftwafe personnel; Division STURM consisted of a varied assort-’

. MG e
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- ment of‘odds and: ends Col BONGARTZ ‘was. a. formcr commandcr of a
fighter: plane wing and 2 pilot hnmsclf inthe last war. . I-Ie said he had five
battiegroups: under his command, each roughly the size of a battalion, and-his-

sector ran from MADESPRUNG (3546) to ALTENBRAK. On the left of
: l:h:s sector was Division STURM, on the nght was Division POTSDAM.

" Gen Maj SAUL was a Luftwaffe sngnal general who had had command -
_ of all radar stations and other signal installations in the HALBERSTADT area.
- When' our tanks moved in too close, he ordered all the installations blown up. N
. and vook off for the HARZ. There he reported to the nearest commander for -
duty. That commander was General HITZFELD who gave General SAUL. the
- job of setting up straggler posts all over the corps area in order to rejuvenate
 the ranks of the corps and to keep the personnel already. in the corps faced
in the right direction. About this time or shortly before, another straggler ge-
aeral showed up for duty. He was Maj Gen HEYDENREICH, who was. a
Reich Production Ministry Officer and 4 Pentagon general cxcluswely Hé had
been sent to THALE-on a mission by the Production Ministry in BERLIN
_ ‘and " hdd learned too late- that the way out had been blocked. He was first - =
7. given command of Division STURM;-but when ‘that outfit wasted away he =
was riade assistant to General SAUL as a straggler collector, He took the left
_half of the corps sector, and reported his take to General SAUL in the right -
" half; who in turn reported to General HITZFELD (General SAUL rankcd'.
: Genera.l HEYDENREICH). :

General HITZFELD'’s Chief of Staff a llcutcnant colonel who also emer~
ged from the Mercedes, was a carcer officer and 2 very tough nut. He was -~
well acquainted with the 1st Infancry D}wsxon, having encountered us before

~_when the 67th Corps was opposite the 1st Division front during the 16 De-. ..

" cember offensive. He would say nothing regarding military operations, and -~

‘when asked why such a staunch and true German officer had not fought to -~

the death rather than face capture, he asked, ”What would you want me go. -~

~do — pull out my 7.65 mm andshoot at your lead tank until the tank com- -
- mander tells himself he’s had enough of this nonsense?”

.+~ .The three generals were of entirely divergent temperaments. Gencrzl D
© . HITZFELD was a tight-lipped, brisk and hard young man who listened to the. . = -
7 BBC broadcast daily, but had. all_his officers put out of earshot of the mental = -~
~ poison while he got the news. He admitted the war is over militarily but ----—
- . maintained that- the last card had not been playcd politically. He liked his B
 work. "Give me one of your corps,” he said, “with your personnel and
- - immense supplies and I could go anywhere in Europe I-cared to go.” General ~—
“ SAUL was a tall, slick-haired, thin general who was embarrassed at the -~
~undignified death throes of the Wehrmacht. He said that he. and every other
thmkmg officer, had realized the war was over long ago; contmued resistance
is not only suicidal but degrading when no bettér troops can be scraped up .
, than the men he had in the HARZ and when general offlccrs are rcqulred £0 - Ui

Continued on Next Page
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Continued from Previous Page

ead* stragglerroollectmg sysuem “The' thifd geheml, 'HEYDENREICH, : was~
~diriold man, obviously unused to’the strains:of troop duty, and furthermore
. :very $cared. He was a }; eager to anSwer questmns asa heuten:mt dcserter, but. -
" the trouble was that he knew nothing; - o ‘

_ The remarkable thing about all three of the- generals and the collectmn

 of colonels as well, was that not one of them knew a single thing about any

. unit outside their corps. They did not even know what other corps or

- divisions were defending the HARZ. A secondary. point of. interest was' the

+ - number of glass eyes in the group. One general, one colonel and the lieutenant

" colonel chief of staff all had vlass eyes. ’Whether thls mdlcates a t.rend xs not
_yet apparent. LA .

317




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against the
1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944 - May
1945. P. 92.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First
Division Museum'’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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CHAPTER 71

A South African POW’s Agony

This is the heartbreaking journal of a South African soldier who spent four
long years as a German prisoner of war and was found shot in the back of the head,
presumably by his captors. The last entry was dated April 5, 1945—just one month
and two days before the German surrender.

Despite his captivity his journal entries remained remarkably upbeat: As
American fighter bombers buzzed his camp, he saw the end of the war on the
horizon. But there were far more dark moments.

Among his final entries: “Only those who have been prisoners of war have any
conception of the horrors of being a prisoner... Four years of that awful life. Four
years of misery and tantalization while other people were covering themselves with
glory and winning the tinkling symbols thereof.”

Read his journal:
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" Not:ll the sidelights and non-tactical facets of the campaigns were
.- frlicksome, nor was the backwash of the actual fighting a great game. of ...
~Cops and Robbers. From time to time units of the 1st Division turned up:
~ outside evidence that the Germans were still the Germans and the enemy was .
still the enemy beyond the actual confines of the battle line. Suych a document - --
~-in printéd below. P T T
U Manln Ceplivity - e
- A journal kept by a South African prisoner of ‘war was found by the =
-~ 1st Infancry Division in the vicinity of St Andreasberg. .~ .

... .."The prisoner was evidentl ‘captured in Bardia, North Africa, more than
- four years ago; his' journal, however, maintains a written record of events .
-7 dating only from 26 February 11945, - though -other entries reach much .-
- farther back. e Riiiives b T B e s P

~ Altogether, the journal is an unconscious record of 2 man fighting to keép
~~his reason above the clogging monotony of life in captivity, and an open
~-~zecord of-a man’s obsession with food while being dragged under by starvation.”
- " Of the first, there are dozens of entries of card tricks and sequences, meticulous -
- records of letters sent and received, snatches of home-made verse, records of

Continued on Next Page
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Continued from Previous Page

- pay rang *rwewed), '-%ind addfcssw of
10U tbcr pnsoncrs, mcludmg one: American. art < gt hierordy . pnieon
But: as an anthology of the mnsery of a man m captmty the Journal speaks

-._26 Ll"e,l'r Ari'jved at Stalag 90 .wes! of - Leipm‘g on- Sunday aitef‘*
. ‘mmfchjng for 31 days at -an average of 22 kms daily (totdt e
~~ “mileage to date: 507 kms from Breslau).” Stayed night in

" camp. Next day fell out of march with 28 other South - .
“"Africans, Canadians, Englishmen and Americans,” also”

- Frenchmen. Taken to hospital with infected foot. Examined

" by doctor. Had hot meals. Received four American' Red -

' Cross parcels between the 28 of us, and other kit.: FeeI

' very much better afler today's rest.

b: We are staying here again today. Had. quite a good Right's '
rest; foot not so painful. Last night we received two good
."‘helpmgs of soup. Yeslerday af!emoon American ﬂghler_,‘__:_j L
bombers flew over the -camp very low and dipped fheir ‘ ‘
,wings*. The French sanitators looking aﬂer ug. here have
- been doing a wanderful ;oh of work for us as regdtds S
" tood: . e
Ma:. Had usual early moming German mint tea. I had to go° .

. up lo the hospﬂal and had an operation done on my heel; .
"_ no anaesthetics, very painful. Had a marvelous thick bean-
~.soup from the French sanitators in the evening. - T

“Colfee arrived very earIy this morning. At 101 heated up_‘_
_some left-overs for Bobbie and me and the French sani- -
talor sweetened it (very much so, too) with sugar. Had =~ -
“my heel dressed: At 11 I went into the sanilators' room = '
-and had @ very long chal with one oi them who speaks.- ol
"'perfect English. I gave him some stamps in exchange for
% tin malt, and he promises to bring some other eatables
later on... It is 12 o 'clock, and my iriend the sanitator has
~just been-in with the balance of our swap.-He brought me’ o
% loaf ‘of bread, a piece of cake, % packet English tea, -
“about 20 lumps of cube sugar, two sweets, 10 fags. Have‘i"'. S
_been_trying to read to pass the hours, but find it very:
~_diflicult to concentrate. I read a few lines’ then throw the -
" book down. - T
0 -Mor' Had. number and rank taken so most probab]y we shn]l be

. ©. léaving ihe hospital any. day now Stifl, 1 have been very: :
-thankful for the rest and my- foot has healed up nicely. ..

‘Mar. We ail had to hand in our occupations. in civilian er t'
© . - the Germans. so H locks as if we may ‘be- sem out 0,

Continued on Next Page
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Continued from Previous Page

YA mprking parﬂés J’m zjuat Ieuing fate declde ‘naw as- I‘mi”.’ -
» surethe “war> will:not Jast morethan a. ‘month. If I go on‘r’.:.
\ ia-working party it wiH ‘mean: more !ood and aomethlng to S
- wnfi corioccupy. my.mind.. - B
13* Mar.‘ A big' soup. meal at - midday Bnlance of parcela were
-7 ~jssued at 3 PM to the ones who didn’t get them yesterday,
" great-excitement in the: room Tt really is a treat to-hgve - - —
'-~-~such good - food” and 50 many clgarelles aﬂer ihe last six -
16 seven weeks -of starvauou |

14 Mar: “Féel very weak from lying on my bed aH day The _QMY
.. - walking space we have: i from’ the barracks room to the
“"lavatory, o distance of about 10 yards. Many of the chaps. :
- have dyaen!ery ‘The only "meals we have from the e
"detuinfng power” Is a little ladle of soup at midday with =~ =
s our bread ration (seven to a loaf} per man per day. We
wotld be skefetons if it wasn't for the % Red Cross par-
T T cels’per man per week contm‘ning good food and vitamins. |
i Lights otit“at 9 PM. ‘Washing facmlies very poor, cne lap
"+« ‘for'gll-:6f us, 268. The boys are very weak and hungry. It
© .18 a physical impossibility for us to do any more marching
. .,In our condition. I find my mind wanders when I read and
i J:don't -know' what I'm reading about. I've clenned my "
"boats dozens of times for something to do and fo pass lhe
* “ time away. B
17 Mar Marched out of 90 as a column of about 150 English and . A
R Yt -;*%*-Aﬂterfcuns, 200 French and 200 Russxans The ration Issuesf_j.___'j“‘ i

L marching imriy reasonable, belween 15 and 25 kms a day..
""" Af barn on Friday had very good sleeping quarters and
_.could gel any amount of bread, eggs, syrup and bacon*""“
from civilians for clothing, etc. '
: ‘Arrived at Stalag WIB at m:dday No food no Red. Croxs” .
— prospects look " very good. We recelved. no ratio:l.s"j,';
whatsoever today; for!unately I had a bit of bread wh!ch :
1. managed to get from the- c:whans en roule, -

ar: . After ‘@ mad rush .and scramble among a o of slarving' .
:; men, we managed to get half a mug of mint tea at 7 AM = =~
. after waiting an hour. There is nothing else fo do but st .
“sfill next to your kit as the thieving thal goes onfs
-~ something terrible. A Russion was found dead at the _
- bottom of my bed in the middle of the night. The con-' -
... ditions here are something appalling. Men_are dying like
. 'flies trom dysentery and malnutrition. Under the con~

~

Continued on Next Page
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rerei’disease. cou!d--sﬁb;eak'é;‘;bu!f'-‘lr‘éfzy:z.-s.qwckl}'r._ and

1¢re’a; not ‘a mdn here in ‘a fit ‘enough staté fo’'stand up
it I the Red Cross could see the pfnce ~--well, I don't
now what would happen. Lice walk. around: the place
ke flies in the summertime in Egypt.. We are due: for
‘soup, at 9:30 tonight. At 5:30 there was an air raid so our
isoup never arrived until 11 PM. There was just a mad
srush. We eventually managed to get some at. midnight L
... but several hundred chaps had io go-. wilhout as the Rus-

-slans were coming round for ﬁve or six helpings and'
; .;ﬁotl‘ung could stop them. .
ar:. Well, this morning at 6 AM 1 went out, of !his plice.
.Marched 35 kmas in record time a.nd arrived in. Gomugen
.at 5 PM. ' e
The air raid sirens are going night and day here but we
-just have to stay inside - . the- building as no. ahe}ters are
-provided for PWs. Went out wnlhda_-pnr!y, of-20 chaps to-.
~do a spot of work and ‘scrounge ‘something to eal.  Came
Aoae back to the camp wuh our . pockets full. of.. lumips cmd a-

“fag.each. S i

pr::- Sold my pack of. cards ior a carrot. L '

:. Sold my scarl to a-woman for 1,000 grams bread in -
..+ ration tickets. Gave the guard my tickets to.-get me the e ]
-bread. A woman gave me a meat sandwich and:l mcmaged '
<. .. to scrounge a bit. of tobacco from a Pole y :

Sold ‘my gloves to civilian for spuds ﬁve "
sandwich and some salt. P

) . "Only those who have. been prisoners of war have any concep- e _
~tion of the horrors of being a prisoner, of the. Ineﬂabie joy of .-
"'release, of the terrible rise and fall of the spirit, the ﬂuctuationa, K
between deliriums o1 happiness and madness of despa:r altendam o

' upan the ﬁuctuatmg hopes and fears of- Ihe possxbihty of re!ease,' 2
.::_'advan s and retreats”.
" *"Four years of that awful me. Four years of misery and ta!uaf'
!zauon while other people were covering themselves wi!h g!ory '
and winning the tinkling symbols thereof.” , st s e

" The writer of this 10urnal was found with a pxece uf bread in lus th R
He had been shot in the back -of --the head while ¢atifig and severely ‘beaten.
~The bodies of several other Allied pnsoners were found near. lnm a.ll of them-" .
had becn murdered t00. - .




THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: “G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against

the 1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944
-May 1945.” PP 121-124.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First

Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open
and you must have an internet connection.

Tap or click here
to see this document in context
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