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Introduction

If you’re looking for a book that describes the grand sweep of armies across 
Europe in 1944 and 1945, this isn’t the book for you.*

This is a collection of interesting stories culled from 10,000 pages of U.S. Army 
documents created in 1944 and 1945 after D-Day as the Allies raced across France 
and Germany. These stories put a human face on the anxiety and the suffering and 
(occasionally) the humor that war brings—on both sides.

When I started this project, I planned on creating a collection of vignettes that 
historians and students writing about that “grand sweep of armies” could use to 
bring some humanity to their accounts. As I found story after story of heroism, 
tragedy or humor that I had never read anywhere else, I realized that they had a 
broader appeal. In fact, I think many of these stories will fascinate anyone with an 
interest in how people behave under the greatest of stresses.

There are 71 chapters in this book. Each stands on its own; you can click on any 
chapter and start reading without needing to have read any other chapter.

Every chapter consists of an introduction summarizing a document and offering 
some background on its significance. When possible, I have included the document’s 
author’s name in the introduction in the hope that his descendants might discover 
“Grandpa’s” (or “Great-Grandpa’s”) work.     

The introduction is followed by the actual document. (Tapping the document’s 
image will give you a larger version.) Finally, at the end of each chapter is the source 
of the report as well as a link to the original document in the online database at the 
First Division Museum’s Colonel Robert R. McCormick Research Center in Wheaton, 
Illinois. By tapping the link, you can read the items that appear before and after the 
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chapter’s contents. 

Many of these documents were created by the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division, 
which landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day; captured the first German city, Aachen, 
to be seized by the Allies; was involved in the Battle of the Bulge; and ended up in 
Czechoslovakia when the war ended. The stories start soon after D-Day and end 
with the chaos of the war’s end, when it seemed that every German citizen and all its 
soldiers were racing west to surrender to the Western Allies and not to the Red Army.

The soldiers who wrote these reports never expected they would be read 70 
years later; in many cases they were written immediately after a battle or incident 
and the writers had no idea what was coming next. As you read the actual reports 
in this book, remember that many were written on the fly in a French or German 
farmhouse or a tent in a muddy field, perhaps as artillery pounded away nearby. 

What is immediately impressive in these reports is the clarity of the writing. The 
Army had some excellent writers, and their work is on display here. 

This might be the last war whose reports are easily understandable by the 
layman. Acronyms and jargon dominate Vietnam-era and later reports. (I confess I 
have not read many Korean War documents, so I can’t judge those.) And as electronic 
communication becomes more and more prevalent—and easy to delete—less and 
less information is being put on paper. Historians writing about our experiences in 
Iraq and Afghanistan 70 years from now will probably have a difficult time gathering 
primary source material.

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy this book.

Mike Hanlon

August, 2017

*I’d suggest Rick Atkinson’s spectacular Liberation Trilogy (http://
liberationtrilogy.com) for that.

http://liberationtrilogy.com
http://liberationtrilogy.com
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CHAPTER 1

Face to Face With Germans
On July 9, 1944, eight German nurses who had been captured by the 1st Infantry 

Division near the town of Sept-Vents in Normandy, about 25 miles south of Omaha 
Beach, were returned across German lines. 

It was a tense transaction. During the handover, American officers—led by 
24-year-old Capt. Quentin Roosevelt II, grandson of former president Theodore 
Roosevelt and son of Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt Jr.—engaged in some 
verbal sparring with German officers.

From Roosevelt’s report: “… The German claimed that his armies would throw 
the Allies from the [Normandy] beachhead, then finish off the Russians. The 
[American] interrogator pointed out that the Wehrmacht would have to hurry as the 
Russians were pretty close, to which the Hauptmann replied, ‘They have pushed us 
back before, and we stopped them and we will stop them again.’”

Seven of the eight German nurses await return to the German lines.
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Note: Three days after this incident, Captain Roosevelt’s father, who at the age of 
56 earned the Medal of Honor for leading his troops onto Utah Beach on D-Day a few 
weeks earlier, died of a heart attack in Meautis, France.   

Read Captain Roosevelt’s full report of the nurses’ return:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: “Selected Intelligence Reports, June-November 1944” to the Commanding 

General of the 1st Infantry Division by Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans, P. 32.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s  digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=32
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CHAPTER 2

Gems from German Prisoners
You never know what you’ll learn from your prisoners. Besides learning 

about the Germans’ morale problems, you might also learn how effective your air 
campaigns were: both the fighter-bombers over Normandy and the long-range 
bomber attacks on German ball-bearing plants. Here are some of the findings from 
interrogations of German soldiers on July 30, 1944, near Coutances in France:

•• “… A staff officer of the 243 Inf Div stated that the entire personnel of the 
Div Hq. have become casualties. While moving south to escape the American 
advance, they were caught on the road by Allied aircraft. After suffering severe 
casualties from strafing, they decided to pull the convoy to the sides of the road. 
The shoulders of the road had been mined by retreating German engineers, which 
proved most unfortunate for the remaining personnel.”

•• “… [I]t was found that new German assault guns have only a 30-degree 
traverse because of the difficulty in obtaining ball bearings. The earlier assault 
guns, stated the prisoner, had a 360-degree traverse.”

•• “… Numerous prisoners have accused officers of deserting their commands. 
The average prisoner claims not to have eaten for 5 days and their personal 
appearance substantiates their claim that they have not been able to wash for the 
past two weeks.”

Also interesting is a captured German officer’s critique of the U.S. Army’s tactics and 
the quality of its soldiers (and their uniforms!).  

Read the full report:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: “Selected Intelligence Reports, June-November 1944” to the Commanding 

General of the 1st Infantry Division by Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans, PP. 37-38.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s  digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=40
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 3

Playing Catch with 500 lb. Bombs
A report on August 8, 1944, gave this account of American fighter-bombers 

over France: 

	 “A Thunderbolt pilot, bombing a railway recently, found on releasing his 
two 500 lb. bombs that the one under his right wing did not fall clear, and he tried 
unsuccessfully to shake it loose. Another pilot in the formation then edged his left 
wing close under the first Thunderbolt and dislodged the bomb, but it landed on his 
own wing and started to roll inboard. He dropped his wing and the bomb halted, 
rolled slowly back, and fell clear.”

Read the report:
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A P-47 Thunderbolt with a 500-lb. bomb hanging from its wing.
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From “7th Armored Division Intelligence Summary No. 59,” 8 Aug 44. P. 723.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s  digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=723
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CHAPTER 4

A German Soldier Sees His Fate 
In August 1943, in an abandoned gun position near Troina, Sicily, American 

soldiers found an unfinished letter written by a German soldier to his family. More 
than 18 months before the war ended, it was clear to this soldier that he was on the 
losing side.

	 “… Such a terrific [artillery] barrage started that even an infantry sergeant 
while being pinned to the ground said that he never had experienced anything like it 
in France, Poland, or Russia,” wrote the soldier. 

	 “For the moment it is still quiet here, but for how long? Then the whole 
thing will start over again. And what will come next? Today, we also found out that 
Mussolini had retired, this means that this is the end of Fascism, too. Won’t Italy 
switch around now? Whatever will become of us is debatable. It can hardly be 
supposed that this thing will turn out for the good. …”

Read the full letter: 
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division, Intelligence Notes No. 8, Appendix A, 

12 Aug. 1943.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000164&page_name=35
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CHAPTER 5

A Bluff Brings a Victory
On September 3, 1944, a few hundred men from the U.S. 2nd Battalion, 16th 

Infantry marched into a forest outside Mons, Belgium. They had been told the woods 
were free of Germans. 

“What was not known was that thousands more Germans were constantly 
filtering into the woods,” an intelligence report stated. “The battalion, however, had 
not penetrated more than a few hundred yards into the woods before it was engaged 
in a stiff fire fight. In the half-dark, and at quarters so close that nothing but small-
arms fire could be used, the battalion fought Germans coming from every direction in 
disorganized groups.” 

At 4 a.m. a German captain suggested that the two sides stop fighting so that he 
could evacuate his wounded. The vastly outnumbered Americans agreed—with one 
condition: German forces had to surrender. By noon, the few hundred Americans, 
who were almost out of ammunition, had 2,400 German prisoners; they ended up 
with 3,256. Total American casualties: 1 man shot in the leg and two minor injuries. 

Read the full story: 
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: “G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against 

the 1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944 – 
May 1945,” Page 56, Item 9.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=59
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=59
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 6

A Belgian Village Has Mixed Allegiances
In early September 1944, vehicles carrying clerks, cooks and drivers 

belonging to the 26th Infantry Regiment’s field train approached a road intersection 
at the Belgian village of Sars la Bruyere to cries of “Vive l’Amerique!” [“Long live 
America!”] from the residents. 

	 Suddenly the Americans heard cries of “Vive l’Allemagne!” [“Long live 
Germany!”] on the road approaching the intersection from the west. A German 
supply and medical column was approaching. The two sides fought in the village, and 
the clerks, cooks, and drivers took 145 German prisoners of war before moving back 
to a more fortified position.

Read the report:



35

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION



36

THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: “G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against 

the 1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944 – 
May 1945,” Page 54, Item 6.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=57

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=57
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 7

Oops, Wrong Army 
In the first days of September 1944, a German armored vehicle accidentally 

joined an American convoy in Belgium and paid for its mistake. 

	 From the report: “…[U]nits in the high-speed chase after the retreating German 
army were using any transportation they could lay their hands on, including a 
considerable number of captured enemy [German] vehicles. These had been hastily 
repainted with a white star. … [A German] half-track loaded with soldiers darted out 
of a side street and squeezed its way into the column between two of the captured 
vehicles.”

To learn what happened next, read the report:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: “G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against 

the 1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944 – 
May 1945,” Page 55, Item 4.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=55
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CHAPTER 8

Too Many Prisoners!
By early September 1944 the 1st Infantry Division, then in Belgium, estimated 

it had taken 5,000 prisoners and killed 2,000 German soldiers. But Germans were 
surrendering so quickly it was impossible to get an accurate count. 

	 From a report: “Hundreds of prisoners were taken outside of normal channels; 
liaison officers running between units took prisoners, cooks took prisoners, clerks 
took prisoners. 80 German anti-aircraft men, led by a major, mistakenly attempted to 
march through the Division command post in an effort to get out [of fighting].

	 “ … [T]here were several wounded Germans on the outskirts of the battalion 
area who were willing to surrender, but only to medics, as they had been told that 
American riflemen shoot all prisoners. Two medics were dispatched. … As they were 
working, a small group of the enemy approached, watched the proceedings and said 
that they, too, were interested in surrendering. Before they were through, the medics 
had taken 250 prisoners and enough German vehicles to transport the whole crew 
back to the battalion cage.” 

Read more:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: “G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against 

the 1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944 – 
May 1945,” Page 62, Item 11. 

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=62
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 9

French Resistance Points the Way 
A captured German intelligence report dated July 25, 1944, illustrated the 

cleverness of the French Resistance in its efforts to help the Allies in Normandy: 
“Other [German] divisions reported wheat fields with places where the wheat had 
been cut down to form short stubble arrows pointing in the direction of our arty 
posns [artillery positions]. Similar acts of sabotage should be guarded against.”

Read the report (item h):
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From “7th Armored Division Intelligence Summary No. 56; Extracts from 

Intelligence Summary No. 1 of 326 Div Issued 25 Jul 44.” Pg. 609.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=609

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=609
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 10

A Rude Awakening 
In early August 1944, civilians in Champ-du-Boult, about 40 miles south 

of Omaha Beach, reported that German soldiers heading to the front to face the 
Americans are very confident, but when they return, they’re far less so. 

From a report: “Coming back from the front, morale is extremely low. Several 
SS men who had gone N [north] in these high spirits a week ago … came back to the 
same farm yesterday, burned their weapons in the courtyard and announced they 
would surrender today, which they did.”

Read the full report:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: Intelligence report from the 9th Infantry Division, 6 August 1944. P. 587. 

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=587
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 11

Friendly French Can Keep Weapons
A report on August 6, 1944 shows that U.S. troops in Normandy were 

mistakenly disarming friendly French Resistance fighters. They were ordered to stop 
the practice. 

	 “French Forces of the Interior (FFI) are allowed to retain American arms 
and equipment,” said the report. “This is a SHAEF [Supreme Headquarters Allied 
Expeditionary Force] directive. American troops must refrain from disarming these 
FFI people as they have had this equipment dropped to them by parachute by Allied 
forces. The only authorization to disarm them is given where they fire on American 
troops or other French resisters.”

Read the report:
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French Resistance fighters guard a wrecked German supply train. Note 
machine gun and grenades at far left and rifle on man’s shoulder at right.

Courtesy of the George C. Marshall Foundation, Lexington, Virginia.
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From a report by Lt. Col. James O. Boswell. G-2 Periodic Report, HQ 90th Infantry 

Division. 6 Aug. 1944. P. 599-600.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=599
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/


52

CHAPTER 12

How Many Miles to the Gallon? 
On August 9, 1944, the 1st Infantry Division’s Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans reported 

a German prisoner’s account of sabotage against the Wehrmacht in Paris. 

“When a large convoy with much-needed gasoline arrived on this front from 
Paris,” Evans wrote, “it was learned that instead of gasoline they were hauling pure 
water all the way.”

Read the report:
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(Sorry for the poor image quality: these started on paper, were photographed to 
microfilm many years ago and then digitized. Quality isn’t always perfect.)

The item reads: 

“6. Other PWs gave accounts of sabotage that have happened in Paris. When a 
[unreadable] convoy with much needed gasoline arrived on this front from Paris, it 
was learned that instead of gasoline they were hauling pure water all the way.”
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From “Consolidated Interrogation Report on PWs Passed Through Div Cage” 9 

August 1944. P. 693.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=694
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 13

Spies Coming Home 
A report from August 4, 1944, alerted U.S. units that OSS (Office of Strategic 

Services: the American spy agency) and French spies may be crossing into the 
American lines in France after finishing their missions. The spies would identify 
themselves with one of four special code words: “Biarritz,” “Limoges,” “Toulouse,” or 
“Angouleme.” 

	 However, added the report, “It must be borne in mind that these passwords my 
be compromised and it is essential that agents be thoroughly identified before their 
tactical information is accepted.” 

Read more:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From “First U.S. Army: Code Words for Exfiltration Missions.” 4 August 1944. P. 

482

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=482
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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CHAPTER 14

Was It a V-2? 
By the summer of 1944, Allied intelligence had received reports about a 

new German missile called the “V2,” and was extremely nervous about what kind 
of damage it could do. A report on August 9 made a guess: “TAC/R [aerial spotters] 
today saw a violent explosion covering 3-4 miles of the FORET D’ECOUVE NORTH 
of ALENÇON: if this is not ‘V2,’ it must represent the destruction of a large amn 
[ammunition] dump.” 

	 It must have been the dump. The first operational V-2 was launched almost a 
month later, at Paris.

Read the report:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: “7th Armored Division Intelligence Summary No. 60.” P. 895.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
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U.S. Propaganda Is Effective 
On August 5, 1944, a 1st Infantry Division intelligence officer reported that 

American propaganda efforts were working on German soldiers. 

	 “PWs [Prisoners of War] stated that due to the lack of their (German) supplies, 
that our propaganda talks, via P.A. system, concerning food and medical care to be 
had in our Army for deserters, was most effective,” wrote Capt. Fred Gercke. “They 
believe that more such propaganda speeches should be made.”

Read the report:



62

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION



63

THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material
From: A Periodic Report to 1st Infantry Division headquarters from 16th Infantry 

Regiment intelligence officer Capt. Fred Gercke. Pg. 370.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000170&page_name=370
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/


64

CHAPTER 16

Germans Ride Buses Into Battle
An August 12, 1944, intelligence report describes the inventive way a German 

infantry division traveled from southwestern France to northern France to face the 
Allies: 

	 “Their units lack organic transportation, but the inventiveness of the Germans 
seems to make up for this shortcoming. … The 708 Infantry Division was moved from 
Southwestern France to the fighting area within a very short time, almost unnoticed, 
due to an excellently worked out plan revealed by documentary evidence. ... Various 
assembly points were used and the division moved up in small groups by rail and 
bus.”

In addition, the document makes a passing mention of the Germans’ “Free Indian 
Regiment,” also known as the Free India Legion: soldiers from India who fought with 
the Germans for the chance to free their country from British rule.  

Read the report:
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U.S. Medic Gets a Close-Up View 
of the Enemy  

An American army medic, who was captured by the Germans and worked at 
a Wehrmacht aid station before rejoining his own ranks, solved the mystery of why 
Germans were spotted wearing American uniforms: In an August 30, 1944, report by 
30th Infantry Division 2nd Lt. Torger A. Gram, the medic said they wore captured U.S. 
field jackets and fatigues because their own clothes were in such bad shape.

He also said that “American artillery came in at the ratio of 104 American rounds 
to every 4 German rounds. To the Germans it almost seemed like automatic fire.”

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 18

German Superweapons on the Way
In France in August 1944, 1st Infantry Division prisoner of war interrogator Lt. 

Adam J. Eisenhauer wrote that there were some wild rumors of soon-to-be-arriving 
super weapons coming from recently captured prisoners. 

From his report: “End of our air superiority has been promised the German 
people by means of a new “Rammer” plane, which is so heavily armored that it is 
supposed to knock our bombers out of the sky by physical contact. … Super Tanks, 
which are described as “Rolling Fortresses,” are to appear soon on this front in 
conjunction with two SS Panzer Divisions.”

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 19

Inspecting World War I monuments
As the 1st Infantry Division moved across France, it liberated areas where 

the division had fought in World War I, just 27 years earlier. In September 1944, 
the division’s inspector general and a chaplain were sent to inspect monuments 
honoring the division’s 1918 heroism in five places—Cantigny, Sedan, Soissons, 
St. Mihiel, and Meuse-Argonne—to see if they had survived the four-year German 
occupation.

	 They reported that they found most of the monuments in disrepair, but largely 
intact. 

	 The officers also pointed out this interesting item: “In the annals of the history 
of the Division, the following fact is truly unique: As the Division drove northward 
in pursuit of the enemy during this war they took up identical positions—regiments 
and artillery battalions—as the Division had occupied over twenty-five years ago on 
the heights overlooking Soissons. The realization that the history of the Division was 
being repeated at Soissons created a deep impression upon those participating in the 
operation.”

Read their report:
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CHAPTER 20

Germans Start Scavenging  Supplies
On July 21, 1944, about 6 weeks after D-Day, German SS General Paul Hausser 

issued an order to his troops that illustrated their shortage of equipment. The order 
was captured by the Americans and translated. 

	 Hausser wrote: “It must be completely clear to every soldier that strict 
saving is essential. It is irresponsible to leave behind or fail to evacuate weapons 
and equipment, binoculars, sighting devices, entrenching tools as well as all sorts 
of empty cartridge cases, ammunition boxes, and seemingly useless weapons and 
equipment.”

Between June 6 and August 3, the U.S. 1st Army captured 181 German tanks, 76 
assault guns, and 58 armored cars. 

Read the order:
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CHAPTER 21

Bugles for the Wehrmacht
A captured report by the commanding general of the Germans’ 2nd Panzer 

Division covering action in Normandy from June 17 to July 7 showed the immediate 
effect of the Allies’ huge advantage in supplies. 

	 “Our soldiers enter the battle in low spirits at the thought of the enemy’s 
enormous material superiority,” he wrote. “They are always asking, ‘Where is the GAF 
[German Air Force]?’ The feeling of helplessness against enemy aircraft operating 
without any hindrance has a paralysing [sic] effect, and during the barrage this effect 
on the inexperienced troops is literally soul-shattering. … It is, therefore, essential for 
troops to be lifted out of this state of distress the moment the counter-attack begins. 
… The revival of the practice of sounding a bugle call for the attack has been found 
to answer the purpose. … An attack launched in this manner is an experience which 
new troops will never forget, and stimulates them into action again.”

Read the full report:
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CHAPTER 22

Pride of Canada 
In fall 1944, a Canadian unit was surrounded by Germans, and a German NCO 

called out to them, “You English gentlemen had better surrender.”

	 He received this reply: “We ain’t English—we ain’t gentlemen, and we ain’t 
gonna surrender.”

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 23

SS Guards Protect U.S. Prisoners
In France on August 6, 1944, Army intelligence officer Capt. C.M. Jenter wrote 

that three U.S. Army soldiers who escaped after having been taken prisoner by the 
Germans’ 17th SS Panzergrenadier Division said their guards protected them from 
harm by other German soldiers and had shared provisions with them.

	 “[One of the soldiers, a lieutenant,] stated that the German interrogators 
always asked about the effects of their robot bombs [V-1 cruise missiles], whether 
the Americans had any intention of using gas, and why the Americans were fighting 
in the first place,” Jenter wrote. 

	 The captured lieutenant said that while moving east to another prison camp, 
he and his two fellow soldiers overpowered their SS guards and escaped. 

The report continued, “All three Americans were extremely generous in praising 
their German guards. The Lieutenant stated that the guards saved their lives on 
numerous occasions by protecting them from other Germans with murderous 
intent. It was stated that the guards shared their limited luxuries with the American 
prisoners even prior to the German withdrawal.”

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 24

The Falaise Pocket Surprise
A report dated August 9, 1944, predicted what would become known as the 

Battle of the Falaise Pocket—which began a few days later near the city of Falaise, 
France—but it didn’t predict the huge Allied victory that actually occurred. 

	 One (quite convoluted) sentence in the report said, “But the enemy’s troops 
in this sector [near Alençon] and round VIRE and DOMFRONT will if they are not 
extricated be caught in a pincer whose jaws are the Canadians striking towards 
FALAISE and the Americans striking northwards from LE MANS.” 

It added that the Germans tended to extricate their men at the last minute, and 
the Allies’ possibility of trapping the Germans hinged on making them miss their 
window of opportunity. 

The report continued in a more pessimistic tone: “It is probable however that 
most of the [German] armour [sic] will be urgently needed in the FALAISE sector, and 
our chances of trapping it are slight.”

 Read the report:
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CHAPTER 25

A German Officer Offers Information
A report on August 10, 1944, told the story of a captured German officer who 

volunteered information about his unit to American interrogators. He ended his 
statement by saying, “You must think it very wrong for an officer to give information 
which is likely to prejudice the safety of his comrades, but today I am only concerned 
with seeking every possible means of bringing the war to a speedy end for the good 
of mankind in general.”

Read the report:

Note: The report uses the abbreviation “coys” for “companies.” A full-strength 
Wehrmacht company consisted of 100 to 200 men. 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CHAPTER 26

German Soldiers’ Morale: 
Slowly Declining

In August 1944, Allied intelligence experts found that as the Germans’ 
battlefield defeats added up, their soldiers’ fighting spirit began to weaken. 

	 “The growing fear of Russia, their desire to get back to their families is 
becoming more and more evident,” they wrote on August 10, 1944. “Their realization 
that the war will end soon (not admitting necessarily a German defeat) seems to 
make the Germans think before capture that captivity is preferable to death, and 
undermines their will to fight. This is particularly so with the older men, whose 
numbers are increasing. … [On the other hand,] the Germans mostly still believe that 
the V weapons will decide the war. They refuse to admit that it is mostly bluff and 
insist there must be something in it. So long as hope remains there will be some fight 
in the German soldier.”

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 27

Germans Say U.S. Soldiers 
 ‘Violated Law’

A captured German intelligence report accused Americans of violating 
international law on Sept. 27, 1944, when a group of 10 or 11 U.S. soldiers in German 
uniforms allegedly gained entry to a German position. 

“… [A] severe violation of international law has been committed,” says the report, 
“with the purpose of misleading the German troops in an unfair manner.” 

	 Three months later, the Germans did the same thing on a much larger scale in 
“Operation Greif” at the Battle of the Bulge. See Chapter 53 for a complete discussion 
of the Battle of the Bulge and Operation Greif.

Read the whole story:
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CHAPTER 28

Second Thoughts
	 The diary of a captured German sergeant who fought on both the Eastern 

and Western Fronts showed a man who fought for his country, but with some second 
thoughts: 

“Sept ’44 - NORWAY:  ... I pray day and night that God will let me see the day when 
I can do my share in constructive work for this world I have been helping to destroy 
since 1938 … 

“Oct ‘44 - DENMARK: … I feel like an old man, today – not in years but in spirit. 
I should not have seen all the things I have seen. … I should be madly in love right 
now with the most beautiful girl I know, and here I am trying to kill some other girl’s 
beloved or some innocent children’ s father. That is civilization! ...” 

Read more:
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CHAPTER 29

The Surrender of Aachen
On October 21, 1944, Aachen became the first German city to surrender to 

the Allies. After his surrender, Col. Gerhard Wilck, German commander of Aachen, 
said German officers were keeping up the fight against the Allies because they were 
fearful of retribution against their families in Germany. 

	 Wilck cited an example that occurred after failed attempt to kill Adolf Hitler 
with a bomb at his headquarters on July 20, 1944. An excerpt from his interrogation: 
“… He had positive knowledge, he said, that every single member of the families of 
the officers connected with the August [sic] putsch against Hitler had been wiped 
out. As a close friend of [Field Marshal Erwin] von Witzleben, reputedly the leader of 
the cabal, he corresponded frequently with both von Witzleben and his family. After 
the Colonel’s [editor’s note: the writer meant Field Marshal] execution, all letters to 
the family were returned marked “Address Unknown.” Later, Colonel Wilck learned 
from mutual friends that the entire family had been executed. ...”

Read more about Wilck’s surrender, his message to German troops, and the story 
of the Nazis’ revenge on families:
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A column of German prisoners marches out of Aachen.

U.S. Signal Corps photo
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Part 2: The Revenge Order
A week before Wilck’s surrender, Generalmajor Knut Eberding, commander 

of the German 64th Infantry Division, which was fighting in Holland, issued an 
order that civilian authorities in Germany will be told of any deserter and the 
deserter’s “next-of-kin will be looked upon as enemies of the German people.” The 
order’s last paragraph: “This order is to be read to all troops by 1500 hours and 
reported, and as soon as read to all troops, at once destroyed.”
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Aachen: ‘As Dead As A Roman Ruin’
On October 20, 1944, Army Lt. Robert G. Botsford toured the bombed-out 

streets of Aachen—the first German city to fall to the Allies—and described it in his 
report: 

“The city is as dead as a Roman ruin, but unlike a ruin it has none of the grace 
of gradual decay. The end of Aachen came so suddenly and so completely that it is 
now of no historic interest except as an object lesson in the power and application of 
modern warfare.” 

Read the full report:

American soldiers mop up German resistance in Aachen.

Courtesy of the George C. Marshall Foundation, Lexington, Virginia.  
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CHAPTER 31

Allies ‘Re-Establish Parental 
Authority’ in Aachen

As 1st Infantry Division authorities prepared to take control of Aachen, they were 
concerned that German teenagers might attack Allied soldiers or vandalize their 
equipment. They posted signs in the city warning, “Parents will be held responsible 
for any offense committed by Juveniles under 16 years of age.“ Commanders added 
that such a policy would also help to “reestablish parental authority in place of the 
previous state control of German youth.” 

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 32

Nazis in Disguise
On October 22, 1944, Nazi party officials ordered high-ranking Nazis to turn 

over their uniforms so they could be dyed the same color as the uniforms worn by 
the Volkssturm, the German national militia, in an effort to escape identification upon 
capture by the Allies. New hats were also being manufactured to replace the caps the 
Nazi officials wore.

Read more:
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CHAPTER 33

The Feeling Was Mutual
In October 1944, several Russian prisoners of war from the 360th Cossack 

Grenadier Regiment, which was fighting for the Nazis, explained that they 
surrendered because couldn’t stand serving with Germans. 

A few days later some German prisoners admitted that they also had deserted 
because they hadn’t had any rations for five days and they were fed up with serving 
with Cossacks.

Read more:

These Russians were captured in France after fighting for Germany. Note 
that the man on the left has removed the Nazi emblem from his jacket. 

Courtesy of the George C. Marshall Foundation, Lexington, Virginia.  



132

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION



133

THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence 
Reports, June-November 1944.” P. 126.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=126
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/


134

CHAPTER 34

The 1944 U.S. Presidential Election
A prisoner of war told U.S. interrogators that on November 6, 1944, his 

Panzergrenadier regiment received an order to fire all of its weapons as often as 
possible the following day, November 7, in an attempt to prevent soldiers from 
voting in the presidential election between Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Thomas E. 
Dewey. 

After Roosevelt was re-elected, a group of German prisoners of war was polled 
and found to be unanimously supporting Roosevelt’s re-election. Why? “If America 
had a new President, she would withdraw from the war,” a prisoner said. “Then 
Germany would win—and we’d have to go back and be shot as deserters.” 

Read the reports:  
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CHAPTER 35

That’s Quite a Resumé
One German soldier captured in November 1944 had made the grand 

tour of the German armed forces, moving from assignment to assignment as each 
unit became obsolete. In order, he served in a German seaplane unit, a German 
coast guard unit, air force search and rescue, air force as a pilot, and the army as a 
paratrooper and later as an infantryman, which is what he was when captured.

Read more:
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CHAPTER 36

Drone Tank Attack!
One of the Germans’ less-heralded “secret weapons” was the Borgward IV, an 

unmanned, remote-controlled tank that was designed to approach an enemy, drop off 
an explosive charge, then scurry away before the charge exploded. The B4, as it was 
known to Americans, was operated by radio and the largest of a family of remote-
controlled vehicles used by the Germans.

Allied intelligence was extremely interested in the vehicles and circulated a 
fascinating account of an attack by a swarm of B4s in France, probably against British 
or Canadian positions, in late July or early August 1944.    

The B4 was driven near the attack area by a human driver, then controlled the 
rest of the way by radio from an accompanying tank. The radio range was just over 
half a mile. The vehicle weighed three tons and carried a maximum payload of just 
under 1,000 pounds. It was used not only against enemy troops but also to lead 
human-occupied tanks through minefields.

The account refers to a PIAT: This was a British hand-held anti-tank weapon 
(Projector, Infantry, Anti Tank). It also mentions Typhoons: These were British 
ground-attack aircraft.

Read the report:

A captured 
Borgward 
IV remote-
controlled tank 
in France, 1944.   
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CHAPTER 37

What’s a Volksgrenadier Division?
By early December 1944, U.S. forces were facing the Germans’ newest fighting 

units, Volksgrenadier Divisions. This article gives their history as well as how they 
were formed, trained and equipped. 

The divisions usually consisted of cores of older units that suffered severe 
casualties and were rebuilt with recruits from all over the German armed forces—
navy and air force as well as army—and newly drafted teenagers. The 8,000-to-
10,000-man units got a little infantry training and were expected to be used to 
defend Germany rather than have any offensive capabilities.     

Read the complete article:
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Germans Run Short of Infantry
In November 1944, near the German town of Julich, the 1st Infantry Division 

faced its first Volksgrenadier Division. These were hurriedly thrown together units 
of a variety of servicemen given rudimentary infantry training; this one was created 
just a few weeks earlier and consisted of German air force personnel, including 
some pilots, sailors from the German navy and a small percentage of experienced 
infantrymen. 

The Americans were anxious to see how these units would perform. The answer: 
Not well. 

The new unit ran into problems from the start: Partisans dynamited the railroad 
lines, delaying the division’s trip to the battlefield; when it finally arrived, the 
division’s advance party was captured; one regiment was practically wiped out when 
U.S. units allowed the inexperienced German infantrymen to approach within 25 to 
50 yards of their positions before opening fire; and German artillery fired into their 
own lines. One captured lieutenant said, “You shot more artillery ammunition than 
we expended rifle ammunition.”

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 39

Food Crisis in Holland
In November 1944, shortly after their liberation by the Allies, a serious 

shortage of food developed for more than 2 million people in Holland. 

Severe food rationing resulted in a maximum of 1,100 calories per day for the 
residents, who were living on 3,000-4,000 calories a day before the war. 

The reason: When the Germans retreated, they destroyed most of the country’s 
canals, railways and trucks, so while there was plenty of food on the farms, 
transporting it to those who needed it in cities was almost impossible. 

Read the script of a BBC news correspondent describing the situation:

[Editor’s note: The script uses the abbreviation “tpt”: That stands for “transport.”]
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Germans Down to 16- and 
17-Year-Olds

First Infantry Division interrogations on Nov. 26-27, 1944, of prisoners 
captured in and around Hamich, Germany, show the decline in the quality of German 
soldiers, contrary to German propaganda that high-quality soldiers were being held 
in reserve to defend their country: 

“The first representatives of the enemy’s stock of hoarded main reserves 
appeared in the Division cage. … Most of the prisoners, with the exception of the non-
commissioned officers, are 17; a fair number are only 16. Only a few have started to 
smoke and one razor would satisfy all the prisoners. ... The interrogator asked one of 
them, ‘Did your parents give you their permission to join up and fight for Germany?’ 
‘No, I was drafted,’ the prisoner said.”

Read more:



160

ZOOM IN ON THE DOCUMENT FOR A LARGER VERSION



161

THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports, 
June-November 1944.” P. 107.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=107
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/


162

CHAPTER 41

The Toll That Mines Take
Land mines are relatively cheap to manufacture, but they can do quite a bit of 

damage. In this example, on Nov. 27, 1944, a field of German Schu mines—little more 
than six-inch-square buried wooden boxes with a few ounces of explosive—injured 
a soldier hunting for firewood. During his rescue, four more soldiers were injured by 
other mines and one was killed.

Read more:
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CHAPTER 42

German Prisoner Praises 
U.S. Artillery

It doesn’t get the credit it should, but the U.S. Army artillery’s accuracy and 
volume of fire had a huge effect on the Wehrmacht.   

In a report dated November 28, 1944, captured German 2nd Lt. Ernst Schmeling 
had this to say about American artillery during his interrogation by U.S. intelligence 
officers: “To be on the receiving end of Russian arty [artillery] is bad enough; U.S. 
arty fire is much worse—we just cannot control our men!”

Read more:
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CHAPTER 43

Tight Squeeze for the V-2
The first long-range, guided ballistic missile, the V-2 (codenamed “Big Ben” 

by the British), was launched by the Germans from hastily prepared sites, often 
in forests to hide the weapon from Allied aircraft. In total, more than 3,000 were 
launched at Allied targets, most often at London.

The missile was almost 46 feet tall and 5½ feet in diameter. In November 1944 
Allied soldiers were taken to an abandoned launch site on the island of Walcheren 
in Holland, and found that “[t]he gap in the beech trees through which the rockets 
passed was not more than 30 feet in diameter, the trees being about 70 feet high.”

Read more:

A V-2, its tail fins covered, is transported to its launch site. 
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CHAPTER 44

The Art of the Map
A beautifully drawn map created by the 663rd Engineer Topographic Company, 

included in a 1st Infantry Division report on November 30, 1944, shows crossings 
of the Rur River (in Dutch and French, the “Roer”) between Aachen and Cologne in 
Germany, including cross-sections of the bridges and details of their construction. 
In many cases, the crossings were still under German control, so many of the details 
had to be taken from aerial photographs and previously published documents.    

View the map:
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Choosing a Mayor for Stolberg
This Nov. 30, 1944 document describes the difficulties—repeated numerous 

times throughout Germany—of finding new, non-Nazi leadership for towns and cities 
taken by the Allies. 

The newly appointed mayor of Stolberg, a small town near Aachen, was hesitant 
to work with the Allies because his four children were still serving in the German 
armed forces and he feared reprisals against them. 

He also faced huge problems, including setting up a new government and feeding 
the population: When he took office, each resident lived on a plate of soup and a half-
pound of rye bread a day. 

The mayor, Dr, Friedrich Deutzmann, took office October 1, 1944, and served 
until July 31, 1945.  

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 46

Preparing for the Battle of the Bulge?
Part 1

A 1st Infantry Division intelligence report at the end of November 1944 said 
multiple German prisoners told of six SS Panzer divisions re-equipping not too 
far behind German lines. It also reported that aerial reconnaissance found a high 
amount of railroad traffic—hundreds of boxcars and dozens of tanks on flatcars—
rolling into the same area. 

Part 2
An intelligence report a few days later, on Dec. 1, 1944, combined the above 

report with others and predicted a possible large-scale German counterattack. 

“Three significant occurrences during 1 December, coupled with two other 
suggestive factors, indicate that the enemy may be contemplating a large-scale 
counter-attack in the Division area,” wrote Lt. Col. Robert F. Evans. 

The factors included extremely intense artillery attacks on the division’s 
forward positions; after a long absence, enemy aircraft were active over the division 
in daylight; and a large number of vehicles and troops were spotted by aerial 
reconnaissance. 

“… [T]he capability becomes apparent of an attack of Division, or perhaps greater 
strength, anytime after 0400A 2 December in an effort to disorganize and seriously 
delay any attack which we may contemplate,” Evans wrote. 

The Battle of the Bulge began two weeks later. 

Read the reports:
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CHAPTER 47

Some Secret!
In late November, 1944, German prisoner of war Walter Blehm, 17, had 

just promised his interrogators that Germany’s secret weapons would win the war 
when a stray V-1 buzzbomb (one of those secret weapons; today we’d call it a cruise 
missile) exploded about 150 yards away. 

Blehm ran out of the interrogation tent to see the damage. When he came back, 
his face showed a keen disappointment. “Ist iss alles? (Is that all?),” he asked.

Nearby, the blast had covered his fellow prisoners with mud. They, too, were not 
impressed. 

“Well, if that is to decide the war, we lost already,” said one. 

“I’d like to know why they keep that thing so secret. Perhaps they don’t want the 
people at home to know how ineffective it is,” said another.

Read the whole story:
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CHAPTER 48

Tips on Interrogating British 
And American Prisoners 

An intelligence report on December 1, 1944, quoted a captured German 
document that gave tips on interrogating British and American prisoners:

	  “In case of undisciplined conduct, or of obvious lying, or of especially stubborn 
behavior on the part of the P/W [Prisoner of War], a rougher treatment (within the 
limits of the Articles of the Geneva Convention) or a lengthy solitary confinement 
may be of help.”

	  “The interrogation of English and American P/W’s has often been 
very successful. They should not be neglected, even if they are sometimes 
uncommunicative. … It can be established that English prisoners either refuse 
information altogether or answer questions to the best of their knowledge. The 
American soldier is extremely inclined to exaggerate and in general his information 
is not as valuable as that of the English soldiers.”

	  “The interrogation is most successful when the P/W is quite unaware that 
an interrogation is taking place, but rather feels he is taking part in a voluntary and 
pleasant conversation. The interrogating officer must therefore be quite alone with 
the P/W and not take notes. It is most useful to combine the interrogation with a 
short walk, for which, however, there are opportunities only in special cases. Care 
must then be taken that P/W is not seen by other P/W’s.”

	  “Success with British and American P/W’s is soonest obtained with a 
sympathetic but clear and methodical approach.” 

Read the whole report:
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A Joke with Consequences
In late 1944 and early 1945, German officers repeatedly told their men not to 

give up hope, because new secret weapons were coming that would defeat the Allies. 
On Dec. 1, 1944, a German prisoner of war told interrogators that his uncle was sent 
to a concentration camp for telling this joke:

“The new German secret weapons are more overwhelming than thunder or 
lightning. Thunder can be heard but not seen. Lightning can be seen but not heard. 
The new secret weapons can be neither be heard nor seen.” 

Read more:
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CHAPTER 50

What’s the Password?
Outside Cologne, Germany, on December 2, 1944, if you were challenged for the 

password by a 1st Infantry Division soldier, you’d better get this right. 

See the day’s password and the required reply:
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German Defensive and Anti-Tank 
Doctrine, 1943

A December 3, 1943, 1st Infantry Division intelligence report describes 
German defensive and anti-tank doctrine, as shared by the Soviet and British armies: 

The German Army’s most common defensive weapons are light and heavy 
machine guns, rifles and mortars. They use rifles and light machine guns at ranges of 
less than 400 yards; heavy machine guns at less than 1,000 yards, and mortars at less 
than 3,000 yards. 

Anti-tank tactics include the use of artillery firing armor-piercing rounds, anti-
tank guns used in strongpoints and in forward “islands,” and small units of soldiers 
specially trained and equipped in anti-tank tactics. 

Where mines are used, they’re used heavily: One unit was ordered to lay 3 mines 
per yard. Booby-traps are also quite common; even German corpses are booby-
trapped.

Read more:
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CHAPTER 52

How to Surrender to the Americans
By December 1944, German soldiers had devised creative ways to elude 

their commanders and surrender to American troops, including fooling front-line 
Wehrmacht units into pointing out safe passages through German minefields to get 
to U.S. lines. 

Another method: asking German artillery units to stop firing so they can “collect 
the wounded,” and crossing to U.S. lines in the interlude.     

Read more:
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CHAPTER 53

Keep Your Heads Down
By early December 1944, the Germans were using a variety of clever tactics 

against American soldiers, including firing tracers high overhead during night 
attacks, then suddenly opening up with rifles and machine guns two or three feet off 
the ground. This low fire was meant to catch unsuspecting infantrymen who thought 
the enemy was firing high and wild. 

Another tactic was positioning mortars close behind thick-walled structures 
so mortar teams could take cover when they heard U.S. counter-battery shells 
approaching.  

Read more:
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CHAPTER 54

The Battle of the Bulge
The Battle of the Bulge started December 16, 1944. On the next pages are 

documents telling the story of the 1st Infantry Division’s role at the battle. 

The reports include a description of the Germans’ “Operation Greif,” a series 
of missions designed to confuse the Allies that included Nazi soldiers in American 
uniforms behind American lines and captured American tanks manned by Germans 
leading German tanks into battle. 

They also include maps and a variety of captured enemy documents, from an SS 
soldier’s letter home to an analysis of the Americans’ fighting ability to optimistic 
reports of progress made in the first days of the battle.    

Read more:
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CHAPTER 55

The Battle of the Bulge: 
the Aftermath 

By the middle of January 1945, with German attack in the Battle of the Bulge 
halted, the 1st Infantry Division counter-attacked to the south, trying to stop German 
forces from withdrawing with their tanks and other armored vehicles. 

Both sides had a difficult time with the weather—deep snow with drifts as high 
as 5 feet, frozen ground and temperatures in the 20s.  

 	

Soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division drag a heavily loaded 
ammunition sled through the snow as they move for an attack 

on Herresbach, Belgium on January 28, 1945. 

“Soldiers walking through snow pulling sleds,” 1/28/1945, World War II Signal Corps 
photograph collection, U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, Carlisle, PA
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“The weather was so bad, in sum, that during the engagement PWs [German 
prisoners of war] often expressed surprise that the Division had been able to attack 
at all,” according to a report. “…The attacking [1st Infantry Division] infantrymen 
found the going as difficult as wading through waist-high water. A man carrying his 
equipment could go no more than 300 yards without stopping for a rest.”

By late January the cold had become a factor, too. 

From a 1st Infantry Division report: “Frostbite and freezing were common. 
Radio mouthpieces froze, signal wire froze and broke. Laying wire at all was 
extremely difficult and repairing a break almost impossible. A wire crew from the 
16th Infantry [Regiment] worked for six hours to locate a break in 1,000 yards of 
wire buried under four feet of snow. Evacuation of wounded was equally serious, 
when only a Weasel [a small, tracked vehicle] was able to cover the ground. … 

“Since most of the terrain covered by the Division in its advance was open 
ground, there were no villages or houses to shelter the troops. Many of the advance 
companies spent two or three successive days with no more shelter than they 
could dig for themselves in the frozen ground. Altogether, the month’s operations 
were as difficult as any in the Division’s campaigns.”

Also in this chapter:

	 Interrogation of the 1st Infantry Division’s German prisoners indicates that 
the Soviets’ approach of Berlin on the Eastern Front is weighing heavily on their 
minds. From the report: “The general attitude in the [prisoner] cage was, ‘Why not 
let the Americans advance? Our real enemies are the Russians.’”

	  A captured German report of the interrogation of an American prisoner of 
war, Sgt. Edward G. Morlock, and what he told (and, more importantly, didn’t tell) 
his captors. 

Read more:
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CHAPTER 56

Good Shooting
On January 18, 1945, a 1st Infantry Division interrogation report told this story 

of a very lucky German soldier:  

“A prisoner from the 8th Regiment who showed up at the [prisoner of war] cage 
with only one shoe explained how he had lost the other. He was a forward observer 
for a mortar squad and in his foxhole OP [Observation Post] when he decided to 
massage his feet to prevent trenchfoot. Sitting on the edge of the hole, he had taken 
one shoe off when one of our mortar forward observers spotted him. The prisoner 
heard the mortar shell coming and fell back in his hole. The shell hit the shoe on the 
edge of the hole and the prisoner was captured before he could get another. At the 
cage he admitted to one cold foot and a strong respect for the accuracy of our mortar 
fire. “

Read the report:
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CHAPTER 57

Germans Send Cologne Policemen 
into Battle

On Feb. 2, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division crossed the Siegfried Line for 
the second time, this time near the German towns of Scheitert and Ramscheid. 
There they met strong resistance, but not for long: Worn-out German troops were 
reinforced by second-rate units as well as “a terrified group of elderly city policemen 
from Cologne who had been dispatched to the forward areas to protect the civilian 
population from looting by the Wehrmacht.”

These second-rate units fought hard, but they weren’t crack troops. From an 
intelligence report: “Their general appearance belied the stubbornness with which 
they had hung on to their pillboxes and bunkers. Their average age was 45; most 
of them had been drafted out of war factories and were 4-F retreads. All of them 
suffered from one physical trouble or another — speech defects, lung defects, 
epilepsy, and one even had a heart attack while being interrogated and had to be 
trundled off to the medics.” 

Many of the Cologne policemen who were captured were even older: “One, who 
was 65 years old, actually said to the interrogator, ‘Now watch your attitude, young 
man, or I’ll run you in.’”

Read more:
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CHAPTER 58

Collapse of the Rhineland
From February 26 through March 10, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division was 

driving through Germany’s Rhineland to Bonn and the Wehrmacht’s resistance was 
disintegrating.  Toward the end of the drive, members of a vast variety of units began 
to appear in the division’s prisoner cage. 

“These ran from a bonafide woman soldier to a 65-year-old Volkssturmer and 
included postal workers, bakers and clerks of all descriptions,” according to a report. 
“[O]ne was the 60,000th PW taken by the Division in its nearly 400 days of combat in 
this war.”

[The Volksturm was a German national militia made up of men who were not 
already in the armed forces.]

On March 16, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division crossed the Rhine River for the 
second time in its history. The next day it went into action in the northern sector of 
the bridgehead. The enemy forces trying to contain the threat east of the river were 
disorganized, but it was obvious that the Germans were trying hard to bring up 
reinforcements to fill in the gaps. 

“To some extent they succeeded,” reads a report. “Certainly the 1st Division had 
some of its most exhausting and roughest days in the battle to expand the bridgehead 
and, finally, to break open a corridor for the eventual thrust to the east.”

Read more:
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CHAPTER 59

Black Soldiers Join 
1st Infantry Division’s Combat Units
On March 11, 1945, the first black combat soldiers ever to fight in the 1st 

Infantry Division arrived while the division was fighting near Friesheim, Germany. 
One platoon was assigned to each of the division’s three regiments. 

“At this writing,” a report reads, “nothing but favorable reports have been 
received as to the performance and morale of these colored soldiers. They are proud 
of the unit they belong to and the units are pleased to have them assigned.”

Read more:
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CHAPTER 60

The Enemy Toughens Up
Fighting its way through Germany in late March 1945, the 1st Infantry 

Division noticed a marked improvement in the fighting spirit of German units. They 
attributed it to several factors, including better leadership, especially by a “Col. 
Becker,” who was commanding a parachutist unit; better artillery support; and most 
notably a change in tactics by officers. 

According to an intelligence report, “Several prisoners remarked that their 
officers were now constantly up forward (e. g. the battalion commander of the 957th 
Regiment who was captured in his forward OP [observation post]) instead of urging 
the men on to greater efforts from the security of cellars well to the rear.” 

Army intelligence officers were intrigued by “the terrible-tempered” Col. Becker; 
his story is told in the next chapter.

Read more:
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CHAPTER 61

The Terrible-Tempered Col. Becker
As they advanced through Europe, the 1st Infantry Division kept coming 

up against the Germans’ 3rd Parachute Division, first in Normandy, then Hurtgen 
Forest, then in the Ardennes and finally at Remagen. A stream of German prisoners 
from that unit kept telling their 1st Division interrogators about the “inspirational” 
leadership of a certain Colonel Becker.

Read Colonel Becker’s story: 
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CHAPTER 62

Interrogators Disgusted 
by SS Prisoners

By April 8, 1945, 1st Infantry Division interrogators had had their fill of 
“enthusiastic” SS prisoners of war.  

“The SS men who passed through the [prisoner] cage seemed to have read their 
own press clippings,” an interrogator wrote. “They were as arrogant, as irritating and 
as nasty as any SS man who ever appeared in a Saturday Evening Post serial. Several 
of them were very young—17 and 18—but were under no handicap or apprentice 
allowance. The young fry were, in fact, possibly an even greater outrage against the 
Geneva Convention than the older ones. ‘Hitler is the greatest man in the world.’ 
‘Germany will win the next war, if not this one, because Hitler said so.’ ‘It is an honor 
to die for the Fuehrer.’ They gave the Hitler salute and sang ‘The Horst Wessel Song.’ 
Altogether, it was a very frustrating day at the cage.”

The interrogators went on to report that the SS men had trouble keeping their 
mouths shut and offered up some valuable information. 

Read more:
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CHAPTER 63

Harz Mountains Offer 
a Refuge for Germans 

By April 10, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division was approaching the Harz 
Mountains in central Germany, where the terrain would be to the Germans’ 
advantage. 

According to a report: “It was more favorable to the enemy than the Ardennes 
because the road net was more limited; it was rougher than the Hurtgen Forest 
because the woods were thicker and the ground more broken by ravines, hills and 
draws. What roads there were capable of carrying heavy traffic were child’s play 
to block. The number of trees which could be felled across the roads at critical 
spots was only limited by the amount of explosive on hand and the number of men 
available to handle saws. …

“If the enemy had had better communications and had been in a better state 
of organization at the time he pulled back into the Harz he could have made the 
mountains a major obstacle to the Americans’ continued drive to the east. He had 
plenty of men—probably close to 100,000—and he had supporting weapons in 
strength, which gave him equality with the attacking forces, if not superiority—
except in artillery.”

Read more:
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CHAPTER 64

A Tank Shooting Gallery 
By April 20, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division had crushed resistance in the 

Harz Mountains, but officers were surprised by the number of tanks the Germans 
had and were impressed by the way they used them. 

According to a report, they “employed them professionally and with skill, backing 
up road blocks and supporting local counter-attacks. During no other operation of 
the 1st Division have enemy tanks and self-propelled guns been such a painful thorn 
in the side … as they were during the Harz fighting.”  

By the time the stronghold was finally conquered, the division had knocked out 
more than 52 tanks and self-propelled guns and destroyed or captured nearly 1,500 
vehicles of all types (the great majority out of gasoline), 75 artillery pieces, whole 
trainloads of signal equipment, truck parts, machine gun mounts, airplane fuselages 
and ammunition.

Read more: 
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CHAPTER 65

Another Version 
of the Assassination Attempt on Hitler 

One of the German officers interrogated on April 20, 1945 played a small 
role in the nearly successful 1944 assassination attempt on Adolf Hitler, but told his 
interviewers a little different story from the one that we know today. 

He also told them that Reichsmarschall Hermann Goering had a role in the 
unsuccessful coup that followed the assassination attempt.  

Read his story: 
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CHAPTER 66

Concentration Camps Found 
On May 7, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division’s soldiers found a women’s 

concentration camp in vicinity of Swodau, near Falknov, containing 900 Allied 
nationals, all of whom were starving. A day later, they came across a concentration 
camp for Russians at Falknov. Of the roughly 1,400 prisoners, approximately 500 
had active cases of typhus. Soldiers requested permission to burn the camp to the 
ground.

Read the report:
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and you must have an internet connection.  

https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000240&page_name=48
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The War Is Over, the Exodus Begins 
At 8:15 a.m. on May 7, 1945, the 1st Infantry Division, fighting its way east into 

Czechoslovakia, received an order to cease firing. World War II in Europe was over, 
triggering a mass flight toward the American lines to avoid capture by the Soviet 
Union’s armies, which were approaching from the east. 

“Apparently the entire German nation within traveling distance of the 1st 
Division zone was on the roads leading toward the Division front—Wehrmacht 
soldiers, SS men, women auxiliaries, renegade Russian troops and, in the greatest 

Captured German officers, among the thousands taken 
in the last weeks of the war. 

Courtesy of the George C. Marshall Foundation, Lexington, Virginia.
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mass of all, civilians by the thousands, all in frantic flight from the Russians,” a report 
read. 

“Every conceivable means of transportation was employed—wheelbarrows, 
tremendous Army troop transports, civilian buses, pushcarts, horses and wagons, 
sporty civilian cars, generals’ staff cars, bicycles, buggies. Every road was clogged 
with crawling German humanity and the brew of sights, sounds, heat, dust, shouts 
and smells was fantastic.”

Summing up the 1st Infantry Division’s World War II experience: 443 days at 
combat; 108,000 prisoners of war captured and another 100,000 from overrun 
hospitals and at the collapse of Germany; approximately 500 tanks and self-
propelled guns destroyed.

Another interesting account in this section: 

When the war ended, the 1st Infantry Division was in a part of Czechoslovakia 
[today’s Czech Republic] that had been annexed by Germany before the war and 
renamed the Sudetenland. A German general, trying to salvage some “honor” 
for Germany, wanted his surrender document to indicate he surrendered in the 
Sudetenland. Brig. Gen. George A. Taylor, 1st Division assistant commanding 
general and representative of the Third Army commander, told him, “There is no 
Sudetenland. You are in Czechoslovakia!” 

In its final form the surrender document read, “Elbogen, Czechoslovakia.”

Read more:
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THE DOCUMENT IN CONTEXT

Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports, 
December 1944 – May 1945.” PP. 254-257.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=254
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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Catching ‘Werewolves’ 
As the war wound down, Allied leaders were concerned that SS soldiers might 

melt into the mountains and run a partisan campaign against them. These potential 
groups were called Werewolves. Very few were found, but a group was captured on 
May 2, 1945. 

According to a report: “A group of these unregenerates was nailed by the 1st 
Infantry Division CIC [Counter-Intelligence Corps] detachment today, almost by 
accident but with pyrotechnic results.” 

Six young men pushing a cart along a road were stopped and questioned. When 
the leader decided to pull a pistol, he was killed and the remaining five men arrested. 
Upon inspecting the contents of the cart, officials found a suitcase that “contained 
enough explosives, detonators, time pencils, primacord and hand grenades to supply 
a Central American Revolution.” 

Read more:
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Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports, 
December 1944 – May 1945.” PP. 257-259.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=257
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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A Top Nazi Official Gives Up 
Just after World War II ended, Konrad Henlein, the chief Nazi official in Prague 

and the man appointed by Adolf Hitler to oversee the Sudetenland [now a part of the 
Czech Republic], surrendered to a unit attached to the 1st Infantry Division. 

He was the first Nazi Gauleiter to give up and blamed the Nazis’ mistreatment of 
the Czechs solely on the SS. 

Henlein, described in a report as “the man who started the wretched snowball 
downhill before the Munich Conference of 1938,” was astonished to find he was 
considered a war criminal. “The SS wanted to rule by force and I wanted to rule by 
peace,” he told his interrogators. 

Read the report: 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Source Material

From: Headquarters, 1st U.S. Infantry Division, “Selected Intelligence Reports, 
December 1944 – May 1945.” PP. 261-263.

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=261
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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Surrendering German Generals 
Cling to Rank 

As the war ended, German soldiers—from privates to generals—were 
streaming to the American lines to give up. Some of the generals refused to give up 
the benefits of rank, even as they surrendered. 

On April 20, 1945, “The highest brass to show up during the day was Gen d. 
Inf [of Infantry] Otto Maximilian Hitzfeld, commander of the 67th Corps. In the 
pandemonium he could not be overlooked. He arrived in his personal Mercedes 
attended by two dog-robbers*, a sort of combination dog-robber and aide, and 
his chief of staff. In the car he had a footlocker, six knapsacks, five briefcases, eight 
blankets, two bulging cardboard boxes and 15 bottles of schnapps (which he took 
with him when he left).”

Read more: 

* A dog-robber is a low-ranking enlisted man who is assigned as a servant to a 
commissioned officer.
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Source Material

From: G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against the 
1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944 – May 
1945. P. 92. 

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=243
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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A South African POW’s Agony 
This is the heartbreaking journal of a South African soldier who spent four 

long years as a German prisoner of war and was found shot in the back of the head, 
presumably by his captors. The last entry was dated April 5, 1945—just one month 
and two days before the German surrender. 

Despite his captivity his journal entries remained remarkably upbeat: As 
American fighter bombers buzzed his camp, he saw the end of the war on the 
horizon. But there were far more dark moments. 

Among his final entries: “Only those who have been prisoners of war have any 
conception of the horrors of being a prisoner… Four years of that awful life. Four 
years of misery and tantalization while other people were covering themselves with 
glory and winning the tinkling symbols thereof.” 	

Read his journal:
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Source Material

From: “G-2 Selected Intelligence Reports Reflecting Enemy Operations Against 
the 1st Division During the First Six Months of the European Campaign, Jun 1944 
-May 1945.” PP 121-124. 

Click the button below to see the complete document in context at the First 
Division Museum’s digital archives in Wheaton, Illinois. A browser window will open 
and you must have an internet connection.  

http://firstdivisionmuseum.nmtvault.com/jsp/viewer.jsp?doc_id=iwfd0000%2F20141124%2F00000161&page_name=276
https://www.fdmuseum.org/researchers/digital-archives/
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